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(No. 1 .*) Official Notc.^-Lord Grenville to the Mi- 

nifler foe Foreign Affairs of the French 
Republkk. 

LA Signature des Preliminaires d'une Paix, dont 
la ConcluQon definitive doit terminer la Guerre 
du Continent, paroit offrir aux Depx Gouvernemens 
de la Grande Bretagne et de la France une Occafion 
naturelle et des nouvelles FacilitSs pour le Renou- 
vellement des Negotiations pacifiques entre eux:— * 
•Une Partie des Obftacles qui auroient pu retarder cet 
Ouvrage falutaire n'exiftant plus; et ks Interets 
dont on aura a traiter depuis cet Evenemerit n*etant 
ni auffi ctendus ni audi complicjues qu'ils Tetoient 
auparavant. 

La Cour de Londres defirant toujours employer 
tous les Moyens les plus propres a contribuer a cet 
Objet, fi intereflant pour le Bonheur des Deux 
Rations, ri*a pas voulu omettre de renouveller au 
Gouvernement Francois FAflurance de fes Dilpofi-* 
tions conftantes & cet egard.. Et le Souffigne eft 
autorize de propofer au Miniftre des Relations Ex- 
terieures d'entrer fans Delai, et fous .telle Forme qui 
fera jugee la plus convenable, dans la Difcuffion des 
Vues et des Pretentions relpe&iyes, pour regler lea 
Preliminaires d'une Paix, que l'on arrangeroit defi- 
nitivement au Congres futur. 

Des que Ton feroit d'accord fur la Forme de cette 
Negotiation, le Gouvernement Britannique feroit 
•prec a y concourir en prenant de fa Part toutes les 

B Meiurcs 



( a ) , 

Mefures les plus propres pour accelerer le Retablif- 
fement de la Tranquillite publique. 

(Signe) GRENVILLE. 

a Weftralnfter, ce i Juin, 1797. 

(No. 1.) Tranflation. , * 

The Signature of the Preliminaries ofaPeaee, the 
definitive Conclufion of which is to put an End to the 
Continental War, appears to afford to the Two Go- 
vernments of Great Britain and France a natural Op* 
portunity and new Facilities for the Renewal of pa- 
cifick Negotiations between them : A P^rt of the 
Obstacles, which might have retarded this falutary 
Work, no longer exifting; and die Interefts to be, 
treated of being, after this Event, neither fo extenfivc 
nor fo complicated as they were before. « 

The Court of London, always delirous of em* 
joying fuch Means as are beft calculated to eon* 
tribute to this Objed, fo interefting to the Hap* 
pinefs of the Two Nations, is unwilling to x>mit re* 
newing to the French Government the Afitirancex>£ 
the Continuance of its Difpofitions on this Subjed* 
And the Underfigned is authorized to propofc to the 
•Minifter for Foreign Affairs to entef without Delay, 
and in fuch Manner as (hall be judged the moft ex* 
pedient^ upon the Difcuffion of the Views and Pre* 
tenfions of each Party for the Regulation of the Pre- 
liminaries, of a Peace, which may be definitively ar* 
ranged at the future Congrefs. 

As foon as the Form of this Negotiation (hall have 

been agreed upon, the Britifh Government will be 

ready to concur in it, by taking oh its Part fuch 

Meafures as are jthe moft proper for accelerating the 

~Re-eftablifhment of the public Tranquillity. 

(Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Wdtainfltr, June 1, 1797. ' 
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(No. ?.) Official Npte.-'-The MinUter for Foreign 

* Affairs to Lord Grcnville. 

Lb Miniftrc des Relations Exterieures de la Re* 
publiquc F ran§aife fouffigne s'eft emprefie dc.mectrc 
fous lesyeux du Diredtoire Executif la Note qui lui 
% etc, tranfmife le I Juin 1797 (v. ft.) par le Lord 
Grenville, au N Nomde Sa Majefte Britannique. 11 
eft charg6 d'y repondre. 

Le Diredtoire £x£cutif voit avec Satisfaction le 
Defir qu* annonce le Cabinet de Saint James de iaire 
cefler enfin les Malheurs de la Guerre.- II accueil- 
lera avec Empreffement les Ouvertures ec les Pro- 
pofitions qui lui feront iaites par la Cour d'Angle*- 
terre. 

Le Dire&oire Executif defire, cepencjant, que les 
Negotiations s'entament dc fuite poiir un Traite De- 
finitif. Cette Marche Lui 'paroit preferable a un 
Congres, dont le Refultat ne peut qui etre fort 
eloigne, et ne repond point au Defir ardent qu'il a 
de retablir, le plus promptement poffible, la Paix 
cntre les Deux Puiffarices.^ 

(Sigpe/ CH. DELACROIX. 

a Paris, le 16 Prairial, An 5 
de la Republique Frar^aife, une 
ct indi viable. 

(No, 2.) Tranflation. 

The Uunderfigned Minifter for Foreign Affairs of 
the French Republick, loft no Time in hying before 
the Executive Directory the No:e which was tranf- 
fpitted to him oh the ift of June (O.-S.J by Lor<4 
Grenville, in the Name of His Brjtannick Majtfty. 
He is <iire£ted to anfwer \t. 

The Execiitite Dire&ory fees with Satisfa&ion 
the Defire which the Cabinet of Saint James's ex- 
preffes to put an End, at length, to the Calamities of 
War. It will receive with Eagernefs the Overtures 

B 2 and 
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and Propofals which (hall be made to if by the Court 
ofEngland. 

The Executive Diredtory defires notwithftanding, 
that the Negociations fhould be fet on Foot at once 
for a Definitive Treaty. This Proceeding appears 
to the Direftory preferably to a Congres, of Vrhich 
the Rcfult -muft be remote, and which does not cor- 
refpond with the ardent Defire that it has to re-efta- 
blifli, as quickly as poflible, Peace between the Two 
Powers. 

(Signed) CH, PELACROIX. 

^aris, 1 6 Prairial, 5 th Year of 
the French Republick, one and'' 
indivifible. — (June 4, 1/97). 

(No. 3.) Official Note.—?Lord Orenville to the MU 

nifter forForeign Affairs. 

La Cour de Londres a re$u, ayec la plus grande 
Satisfa&ion, les Affurances des Difpofitions du Di- 
re 6loi re Executif d'acceuillir avec Etnprefleme'nt les 
Ouvertures pacifiques de la Grand Bretagne, aufli 
bien que de fon Defir de retablir, le plus' prompte- 
nient poffible, la Paix entre les Deux PuifTances. 

Emprefle d y contribuer en tout ce qui peut de- 
pendre de Lui, le Gouvernement Britannique ne 
tardera pas d'envoyer foit a Paris, foit a tel autre 
Lieu fur le Continent dopt qn pourra convehir, xm 
Miniftre pour traiter et conclure avec le Plenipoten- 
tiaire qui fera nomme par le Dire&oire Executif. 

Le Souffigne eft charge de demarider at^connoitre 
le Voeu du Direttoire fur le Lieu de la Negotiation, 
a fin qu'on puifle prendre ici une Determination 
prompte a cet egard j et de prier le Miniftre des Re- 
lations Exterieures de lui envoyer, fans Delai, les 
Paffeports neceffaires pour que Je Plenipotentiaire 
du- JRoi puifle fe rendre au plutot a fa Deftination. 
La Queftion de figner des Articles Preliminaires ou 
Definitifs dependra neceflairement de la Marche et 
dc la Touri^ure des Negotiations, aux-quelles, il fer^ 

apporte 
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apporte de la Part de la Grande Bretagne, le Deflr 
le plus fincfere pour le prompt Retablifiement de la 
Paix. 

(Signe) GRENVILLE. 
a Wcftminfter, $e 8 Juin 1797. 

(No. 3.) Ttanflation, 

The Court of London has received, with the 
greateft Satisfa&ion, the Affurances of the Difpofi- 
-tionsof the Executive Direftory to entertain with 
Eagernefs the pacific Overtures of Great Britain, as 
well as of it's Defire to re-eftablifh, as foon as pof- 
fible, Peace between the Two Powers. 

* Anxious to contribute to it in every Thing which 
can depend upon itfelf, the Britifh Government will 
not delay to fend t;o Paris, or to fuch other Place, 
ijpon the Continent, as may be agreed upon, a Mi- 
nifter, to treat and conclude with the Plenipoten- 
tiary, who (hall be appointed by the Executive Di- 
rectory. 

The Underfigned is directed to defire to know the 
Wilh of the Dire&ory, as to the Place of the Nego- 
tiation, in order that a lpeedy Determination may be 
taken here upon that Subjeft 5 and to requefl: the 
Minifter for Foreign Affairs to fend him, without 
Delay, the neceflary Paflports, to enable the King's 
Plenipotentiary to repair immediately to his Desti- 
nation. The Queftion of figning Preliminary or De- 
finitive Articles, will neceiTarily depend upon the 
Progrefs and Turto of the Negotiations, to which, on 
the Part of Great Britain, will be brought the moft 
fiecere Defire for the fpeedy Re-eftabliflimeht of 
Peace. 

(Signed) GRENVILLE, 

Wetoaiafter, J«we 8th, 1797, 

, (No- 
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(No. 4.) Official Note.-i-Tlie Minifter fot Foreign 

Affairs to Lord Grcnvillc. 

Li Dire&oire Executif de la Republique Franjaifc 
& vti avec Satisfa&ion, par la Note Officielle du Lord 
Grcnville, en Date du b* Juin (v. ft.) que la Cour dt 
Londres fe montrait difpofee a entamer, fans Delai, 
la Negotiation dont elle a fait reeemment l'Ouver- 
ture. Rempli du memc Empreffement, convaincu 
que ks Intentions du GouvernementBritarmique font 
teHes qu'il ks annonce, II a charge le Minillre des 
Relations Extiricurs fouffigne, de taire paffe-r au Lord 
Grenville les Pafleports neceffaires pour un Miniftre 
•charge *k plcins Pouvoirs a l'Efiet de negocier et 
conclure un Traite de Paix defihitif et fepare avec 
Ja Republique Fran$aifc. 

Le Dirc<Stoire Executif a defigne la Commune de 
Xilk pour k Point de Reunion des Plenipotentiaircs 
refpeftifs. 

(Signe) CH, DELACROIX. 

. a- Paris, $3 Prairial, 
An5delaRcf.Fr. 

(No. 4.) Trahflatfon. 

- The Executive Dire&ory of the French Republic^ 
iias fcen with Satis&dion, by the Official Note of 
Lord GreaviHe, dated June 8th (O. S.), that the 
Court of London fhews itfelf difpofed to fet on Foot, 
without Delay, the Negotiation, for which It ha$ ; 

-lately made an ^Overture. Filled with the fame Ea- . 

' gernefs, convinced that the Intentions of the Britifh 
Government are fuch as It defcribes them, the Di- 
j-e&ory has directed the .Underfigned, Minifter for 

- foreign Affairs, to tranfmit to Lord Grenville the 
neceffary Paflports for a Mi pifter furnilhed with full 
Powers for the Purpofe of negotiating a definitive 
and feparate Treaty of Peace with the French R5- 
jpublick. 

The 
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The Executive Direttory has fixed upon thfcCdth* 
mune of Lifle as the Place of Meeting rorjtte refficc* 
tive Plenipotentiaries. , . ' , • 

(Signed) \ CH. DELACROIX* 

1 Paris^ 23 Prairial, 5th Year 

of the French Republick* : 

(June n, 1797.) 

(No. 5.) Form of Paflport, 

Libert e, Egalite. Fraternite, Union; ". 

Au Nom de ia Republiquc Fran$aife ? 

A tous OfEciefs Civils et Militaires, charges it 
ffiaintenir l'Ordre public dans les differens Dcparte* 
mens de la France, et de faire refpefter le Nom 
Frangois chez TEtranger, - ' 

Laiffes paffer libtefaent 
(barge des pleins Pouvoirs de Sa Majefte Britannique, & 
J'effet 4e negocier> conclure, etftgnerun Traite de Paix 
Definitifet Separe avec la Republique Franfaife, Natif 
de, &V. &?r. &V. 

attant £ Lillet Dtpartement du Nord, Lieu deftgne portr 
la Negotiation, 

* fans donner ni fouffrirqu'il fokjdonnc 
aucun Empechement. 

Le prfefent Pafleport fera valablc pour 
Decades feulement. < \ -\ 

Donne a Paris, le 23 Prairiah TAn 5 de la Re* l 
publique, Une et Indivifiblc. 

Le Miniftre des Relations Exterieures, 

(Signe) CH. DELACROIX. 

Parle Miniftre, ^ '."'""'," 

(Sign*) T. GUIRAUDET, Sec. G». 
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(No, 5.) * Tranflation. 

Liberty, Equality- Fraternity, Unioifc 

In the Name of the Frerkh Republick. 

To all Officers, Civil arid Military, charged to 
1 maintain public Order in the different Department* 
of France* and to make the French Name fefpefled 
Abroad. 

Allow to pafs freely 
fwmifhed with the full Towers of His firitahnick Md- 
jeHy for the Purpofe of negotiating, concluding, and 
ftgning a Dtfnitivi and Separate Treaty ef Peace with 
the French Republic^ Native of &c. &c. &c. 

going to Lille, Department of the North, the Place ap- 
pointed for the Negotiation, 

without giving or fuffering any Hindrance to be 
given to him. 

, This Paflport (hall be in force for Decades 

only. 

Given at Paris the 23 Prairial, 5th Year of the 
Republick, One and Indivifible. 
The Miniftcr Foreign Affairs, 

(Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 

By the Miniftcr, 

(Signed) T. GUIRAUDET. 

(No. 6.) Official Note.— Lord Grenville to the Minifter 

for Foreign Affairs. 

Le Souffigne a re$u de la Part du Miniftre des Re- 
lations Exterieures de la Republique Fran^aife & 
Note Oilicielle, avec le Pafieporte qui y ctoit joint. 

La CourdeLondres acceptc volonticrs laPropofi- 
tion du Gouvernement Francois par rapport auLieu 
de Ja.Negotiatibn, et cohfentc a ce que Lille foit de«< 
, fjgne pour la Reunion des Plenipotentiaries refpeftife : 
Bicn entendu que celui du Roi aura la Faculte d'ex- 
pedier fes Couriers en droityre dc Lille a Douvres 

par 
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par Calais 5 et que les Batimens Anglais, dcfigncs 
pour maintenir cctte Communication* pourrbnt cntrer 
et fortir librement du Port de Calais, et naviguer en 
toute Suret£ entre cette Ville et Douvies. 

Au fujet de Paffeport, le Soufldgne fe voit oblige' 
de remarquer que les Termes dans lefquds cet In- 
ftrument eft redige s'ecartent de la Forme ufit£e, par 
la Defignation particuliere, qui s'y trouve, de la Na- 
ture et de Tetendue des Pouvoirs, et de la Million 
du Plenipotentiaire du Roi 

Cette nouvelle Forme paroit fufceptible d'entrainer 
fouvent de grands Inconvehiens, et* d'apres les Terrhes 
dont on s'eft fervi dans le Cas a&juel, elle auroit celui 
de ne pas repondre avec Exa&ittade'aux Pouvoirs et 
& la Miffion du Miniftre dont il eft queftion. 

Ses Plein-Pouvoirs, rediges dans la Forme ordi- 
naire, embrafleroient tous les Cas ; et en ne lui pre- 
fcrivant aucune Voie de Negotiation, lui donneroient 
la Faculte la plus iliimitee de condqre des Article? 
ou des Traites, foit Preliminaires foit Definitifs, fe^ 
Ion quecela pourra la mieux con venir au prompt 
Retabliflement de la Paix, fcul Objet de fa Miflion. 

Mais la Cour de Londres ne tient nullement a la 
Conclufion d'un Traite Prdiminaire, et ne donneroit 
la, Preference qu* a tel Moyen, quelquMl puiffe etre, 
qui fera trouve le plus propre a accelerer la Con- 
clufion de laPaix. \ 

Le Plenipotentiaire 3u Roi fera done egalement 
pret, etautorize a entrer fans Delai en Negotiation, 
fur Tun ou Pautre pied ; fur celui d'un Traite Preli-. 
minaire, ou bien, fi cela continue a etre le Voeu du 
Diredtoire, d'un Traite Definitif. 

Pour ce qui rcgarde ' la Queftion d'un Traite Se- 
pare j— il n'y auroit aucune Obje&ion a terminer par 
un pareil Traite ce qui regarde les Interecs refpedtifs 
de la France et de la Grande Bretagne, felon que 
celi s'trft ordinairement pratique en pareil Cas : Mais 
le Roi ne peut laiffer aucun Doute fiirt Son Intention 
de pourvoir a ce qui eft du aux Intents de Son Alli6 

C la 
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la Reine Tres Fidclle. Et par unc fuite ifes mcmes 
Principes, Sa Majefte ne refufera pas d'entrer en 
telles Explication par rapport aux Interets dc l'E£- 
pagne et de la Hollande, qui pourroient paroitre ne- 
ceffaires au Retablifiement de la Paix. 

Apres cette Explication franche^ct precife, lc 
Gouvernement Britannique fe perfuade que le Di- 
redtoire ne tardera pas de Lui fa ire parvenir un Paf- 
fcport pour le Plenipotentiaire Britannique et fa Suite, 
dans la Forme ufitee, et tel qu'il a ete envoye au 
Mais d'Ottobre dernier pour la Million dont Lord 
Malmefbury etoit charge, alors. 

Dans cette Attente, et pour eviter tout Delai, Sa 
Majefte a deja fait Choix du meme Miniftre pour La 
reprefenccr dans cette Occafion importante. : — Et le 
Souflzgne eft charge de demafider a quel Jour lc 
Plenipotentiaire Frangais pourra ctrt rendu a Lille* 
— a fin que le Lord Malmfbury puiffe y arriver a la 
in erne Epoque. 

(Signe) GRENVILLE. 
a Wefhninfier, ce 1 7 Juin 1797. N 

(No. 6.) Trariflatioi^ 

The Underfigned has received from the Miniftcr 
for Foreign Affairs of the French Republick his Offi- 
cial Note, with the Paffport which accompanied it. 

The Court of London *willifcgly accepts the Pro- 
pofal of the French Government with refpeft to the 
Place of Negotiation, , and confents that Lifle fhall be 
appointed as the Place of Meeting for the refpedtivc 
Plenipotentiaries : — It being always underftood, that 
the King's Plenipotentiary fhall have Liberty to dif- 
patch his Couriers dire&ly from Lifle to Dover, by 
Way of Calais j and that the Englifb Veffels, ap- 
pointed for keeping up this Communication, fh^ll be 
allowed freely to go into, and come out of, the Port 
of Calais, and to pafs in perfeft Safety between that 
City and Dover. 

With 
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"With refpeft to the. Pafiport, the 'Underfigned 
finds himfclf under the Neceffity of remarking that 
the Terms In which this Inltrtiment is drawn up, 
differ from the ufual Form, by the particular De- 
scription, which is inferted in them, of the Nature 
and Extent of the Powers, and of the Miffion of the 
King's Plenipotentiary. 

Tots new Form appears liable to produce, in 
many Inftances, confiderable Inconveniences; and, 
according to. the Terms ufed in this particular In- 
ftance, it would have the Difadvahtage of not an- 
fwcring exa:lly to the Powers and the Miffion of the 
Minilier in queftion. 

His full Powers, drawn up in the ufual Form, will 
include every Cafe; and without prefcribing to hihi 
any particular Mode of Negotiation, will give him 
the moS^ unlimited Authority to conclude any Ar- 
ticles or Treaties, whether Preliminary or Definitive, 
as might beib^onduce to the fpeedy Re-eftablifhment 
of Peace, which is the lole Obje&ofhis Miffion. 

But the C#urt of London does not by. any Means 
make a Point of concluding a Preliminary Treaty, 
and would prefer only that Mode, whatever it may 
be, which (hall be found the befl: calculated to acce- 
lerate the Conclufion of Peace. 

The King's Plenipotentiary then will be equally 
ready, and authorized to begin the Negotiation with-* 
out Delay, upon either footing ; upon the footing of 
a Preliminary Treaty — or fhr>uld fuch continue to be 
the Wi(h of the Directory, upon that of a Definitive 
Treaty. 

As to, what regards the Queftion of a feparate 
Treaty — there would be no Objeftion to fettling, by 
a Treaty of this Rind, whatever relates to the re- 
fpedtive Interefts of France and of Great Britain, as 
has been ufually the Pfa&ice in fimilar Cafes r But 
the King can not allow any Doubt to fubfift as to His , 
Intention of providing for what is due to the Interefta. 
of His Ally Her Mod Faithful Majefty. And in 

C 2 pur- 
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purfuance of the fame Principles, His Majefly will 
not refufe to enter into fuch Explanations with refpeft 
to the Interefts of Spain and Holland as may appear 
neceffary for the Re-eftabli(hment of Peace. 

After this frank and precife Explanation, the Bri- 
tifh Government is perfpaded chat the Direftory will 
pot delay to tranfmit to them a Pafiport for the Bri- 
tifli Plenipotentiary and his Suite, in the ufual Form, 
and fuch as was fent in the Month of Odober laft for 
the Miffion with with Lord Malmefbury was then 
charged. 

In this Expectation, and for the Sake of avoiding 
all Delay, HisMajefty has already made Choice of 
the fame Minifter to reprefent Him on this important 
Occafion. And the Underfigned is charged to en- 
quire on what Day the French Plenipotentiary will be 
at Lifle, in order that Lord Malmeibury may arrive, 
there at the fame Time. 

(Signed) GRENVILLE, 

Weftminfter, June 17, 1797. 

(No. 7.) Official Note.— The Minifter for Foreign 

Affairs to Lord Grenville. 

' Lb Souffigne Miniftre de Relations Exterieures 
a mis, auflit6t fa Reception, fou« les yeux du Direc- 
toire Executi^ la* Note Officielle que lui a adrefiee 
le Lord Grenville, 'en Date du 17 Juin 1797 (v. ft.). 
II s'emprefle d'y repondre conformement aux Ordrea 
qu'il a re$us. ■ 

Le Dire£toire, partageant bien fincerement Jes 
Sentimens pacifiques que temoigne Sa Majefte Bri- 
tannique, ec voulant amener le plus promptement; 
poflible Negotiations a une he^reufe Iflbe, perfifte a 
demander que les Negociateurs rcfpe£Ufs s'occupent, 
auffitot leur Reunion, d'un Traite Definitif. II ac- 
cepte avec Satisfaction le.Confentement da Sa Majefte 
Britannique a cet egajxk exprime dans la Note du 
Lord Grenville. 

Le 
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Lc Dire&oire cohfcnt S ce que Sa Majefte Brkan* 
hique faffe, par Son Plenipotentiaire, les propofi* 
tions pu Stipulations, qu'il jugera convenablcs, pour 
Sa Majefte Tres Fidele; comme reciproquement 
les Plenipotentiaires de la Republique en ferbnt 

Eour fes Allies Sa Majefte Catholique ct la Rtpu- 
lique Batave. 

Le Direftpire confent a ce que la Negotiation 
foit ouverte avec le Lord Malmeftury; cependant 
un autre Choix Lui eut paru d'un plus heureux Au- 
gurc pour la prompte Conclulion de la Paix. 

Le Dire&oire demande qu'il fpit etabli en Principe, 
que chaque Paquebot Anglais, qui aura tranfportc 
le Plenipotcntiaire ou un Courrier, repartira fur lc 
Champ et ne pourra fejourncr. II donera des Ordres 
pour qu'il foit fourpi lans Delai un Paquebot Fran- 
jais a chacun des Courriers, que le Plenipotentiaire 
de Sa Majefte Britannique expediera. II defire 
toutefois que les Courriers ne foient pas trop mul- 
tiplies* leur Multiplication ayanf ete une des prin- 
cipals Caufes de la Rupture des Negociations pre- 
cedent's. ' 

D'apres les explacations ci-deffus, il devient in- 
utile de tranfmettre au Lord Grenville un nouveau 
Pafleport ; les Reftridtions, qu'il cf aignoit de voir 
dans celui qui lui a ete adrefle, fe trouvant emiere*. 
ment levees. 

Les Plenipotentiaires Fran^ais feront rendus $ 
Lille I TEpoque ou le Lord Malmefbury pourra y 
ctre rendu lui-meme. l 

(Signe) ' CH, DELACROIX. 

Paris, lc z Mcflidor, 

(No. 7.) Tranflatiom 

• Thi underfigned Minifter for Foreign Affairs has 
laid before the Dire&ory, immediately upon its 
Receipt, the Official Note addrefled to him by Lord 
Grenville, dated June 17, 1797 (O. S.) He lofes 

no 
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no Time in replying to it, according to the Orders 
which he has received. 

The Dirc&ory, partaking moft fincerely in the 
pacific Sentiments which His Britannick Majeftjr 
announces, and wifhing to bring the Negotiations as 
quickly as poffible to a happy ifFue, perfifts in re- 
quiring that the refpe&ive Plenipotentiaries (ball 
begin immediately upon their Meeting to treat of a 
Definitive Treaty. The Direftory accepts, with 
Satisfa&ioi), the Confent of His Britannick Majefty 
vpon this Subjedt, expreffed in the Note of Lord 
Grenville, 

The Dire&ory confents that His Britannick Ma- 
jefty (hall make, by His Plenipotentiary, fuch Pro* 
pofals or Stipulations as He Ihall think proper for 
Her Moft Faithful Majefty, as in return the Pleni- 
potentiaries, of the -Republick will do for their* 
Allies his Catholic Majefty and the Batavian Re* 
publick. 

The Dircftory ; confents that the Negotiation fhall 
be opened with Lord Malmefbury. Another Choice 
would, however, have appeared to the Direftory to 
augur more favourably for* the fpeedy Conclufion of 
Peace. , 

The Direftory requires that it fhall be eftablifhed 
as a Principle, that each Englifh Packet Boat, which 
ihall have brought over either the Plenipotentiary 
or a Courier, fhall return without Delay, and fhall 
not be allowed to make any Stay. . The Dire&ory ' 
will give Orders that a French Packet" Boat fhall be 
fumifhed, without Delay, to each of the Couriers 
whom the Plenipotentiary of His Britannick Ma- 
jefty fhall difpatch. The Directory dt fires, at the 
fame Time, that the Couriers fhould not be ftnt too 
frequently 5 the frequent fending of them having 
been one of the ^principal Cauies of the Rupture 
of the former Negotiation. 

After the above Explanation, it becomes unnecef- 
fary to trartfmit to Lord Grenville a newTaflpgrt; 

the 
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the Reftri&ions which he apprehended were to be 
found in that which has been addreffed to him, being 
entirely done away. 

The French Plenipotentiaries will have arrived 
at Lifle by ^the Time at which Lord Malmefbury 
can himfelf be there. 

(Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 

Paris, 2 Meffidor. (June 20, 1797.) 

(No. 8.) Official Note*— Lord Grenville to the. 

Minifter, for Foreign Affairs. 

Le Soufligne a mis fous les yeux du Roi la Note 
Officielle du Gouvernement Francois qu'il a re<ju 
le 23 du Mois courant. 

Sur les Deux premiers Articles de cette Note les 
t>eyx Parties font d 'accord. II n'y a done rien a. 
ajouter la deffus aux Explications precedentes; en 
confluence defquelles Explications, le Lord Malntef- 
bury procedera fans Delai a Lille, pour entrer en 
Negotiation avec les Plenipotentiaires Francois, pour 
la Confe&ioh d'un Traite Definitif. La Remarque 
du Dire&oire fur le Choix que Sa Majefte a juge 
a propos d« faire de Son P'enipotentiaire n'etant 
certainement de Nature a exiger aucune Reponfe. 
• Le Gouyernement Bricannique confent & l'Ar- 
rangement propofe pour les Paquebots; poiirvu 

Su'il'foit fourni regulierement, et fans le moindrc 
>elai un Paquebot Francois pour chaque Courier 
que le Plenipotemiaire Britannique fe verra dans le 
cas d'expcdierr'L'Exercice de fon Droit i neon tella- 
ble a cet egard ne devant et ne pouvant etre reglec 
que par fa Difcretionfeule, dans la vue d'amener la 
Negotiation dont il eft charge a- unc prompte et 
heureufe fin. 

Pour ce qui eft de la Rupture de la drjrnicre 
Negotiation, ks Circonftances et les Motifs en font 
connus a toute ^Europe; et ce n'eft pas au Moment 
<Tentamer une nouvelle Difcuffion pacifique, que le 

go.u- 
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gouvernemcnt Britanniquc penfe qu'il peut etre utile 
de les rappeller. 

Le Lord Malmefbury partira de Londres le 30 ce 
Mois poiir fe rendre dc fuitc & Calais $ d'ou il reglefa 
fon Depart felon la Notification qu'il y re$evra du 
Jour ou les Miniftres Fran^ois-pburront etre rendus 
a Lille. 

(Signe) GRENVILLE. 

a Wefhninfter, cc 26 Juio 1797. 

(No. 8.) Translation. 

The Under figned has laid before, the King the 
Official Note of the French Government, which he 
received the 23d of the prcfent Month. 

As to the Two firft Articles of this Note both Par- 
ties are agreed. On this Point therefore there is 
nothing to be added to the Explanations already 
given ; in conftquence of which Explanations Lord 
Malmeibury will, without Delay, proceed to Lifle 
to e&ter into a Negociation with the French Pleni- 
potentiaries for the Completion of a Definitive 
. Treaty. The Remark of the Direftory upon the 
Choice which His Majefty has thought fit to make 
fcf His Plenipotentiary, being certainly of a Nature' 
not to require an Anfwer. 

The Britifh Government agrees to the Arrange- 
ment propofed for the Packet Boats j provided that 
a French Packet Boat Ihall be furnifhed regularly, 
and without the leaft Delay, for each Courier which 
the Britifh Plenipotentiary fhall find it neceffaay to 
difpatch : The Exercifc of his inconteftablc Right 
in this Refpeft being to be governed by his own 
Difcretion only, with a View to bringing the Nego- 
tiation with which he is charged to a fpeedy and fuc- 
ccfsful End. 

With regard to the Rupture of the laft Negotia- 
tion, the Circumftances and the Motives of it are 
known to all Europe ; and it is not at the Moment' 
of entering into a new pacific Difcufiion that the 

.Britifh 
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Britifli Government conceive it can be of no Ufe to 
recall them to Recolleftion. 

Lord Malmefbury will fet out for London on the 
30th of this Month to proceed, to Calais; from 
whence he will arrange his Departure according to 
the Notification he may receive of the Day on which 
the French Minifters may reach Lille. 

(Signed) GRENVILLE. 

Weftminftcr, June 26th, 1^97. 

(No. 9.) Official Note. — The Minifter for Foreign Affairs 

to Lord Grenville, 

LE.Miniftrc des Relations Exterieures foufligne, 
s'eft emprefle de mettre fous les yeux du Dife&oire 
Execiitif la Note Qiikieile, que lui i addreflec le 
Lord Grenville, en Date du 26 Juin (v. it. ♦ huit Mef- 
fidor prefent Mois. En reponfe a rttte Note il a 
THonneur de declarer au Lord Grenville que les 
Pknipotentiaires charges par le Dire&oire de la Ne- 
gotiation font deja reunis a Lille, et que les Confe- 
rences pourront etre cntamees, auffit6t que le Pleni- 
Sotentiaire de Sa Majefte Britannique y fera rendu, 
a ete pourvu a ce que les Paquebots ne manquafTent 
jamais aux Courriers qu*il jugera apropos d'expedier 
a Londrcs. 

Le Souffigne previent egalement le Lord Grenville 
qu'une Copie de la prefente Note fera remifeauLord 
Malmefbury, a fon Arrivee a Calais, a fin que ricn 
ne s'oppofe a fon Depart imm£diat pour Lille* 

(Signe) CH. DELACROIX, 
. a Paris, le 1 1 Meffidor, An. 5. { 

(Note 9.) Tranflation. 

Th« undesigned Minifter for Foreign Affairs loft 
no Time in laying before the Executive Dire&ory 
the Official Note addreffed to him by Lord Grenville, 
deted the %\& June (O. S.) 8th of the prefent Month 
Meffidor. 

t> In 
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In Anfwer to this Note, he has the Honor to de- 
clare to Lord Grenville, that the Plenipotentiaries* 
charged by the Dire&ory with the Negotiation, are 
already affembled at Lifle, and that the Conferences 
may he fet on Foot as foon as the Plenipotentiary of 
His Britannick Majefty fhall have arrived there. Pro- 
vifion has been made that there fhall never be a Want 
of Packet Boats for the Couriers which he fhall think 
proper to fend to London. 

The Underfigned at the fame Time apprizes Lord 
Grenville, that a Copy of this Note will be delivered 
to Lord Malmefbury on his Arrival at Calais, in order 
that there may be nothing to hinder his immediate 
Departure for Lifle. 

. (Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 

Paris, nthMeffidor, 5 th Year. 
(June 29. 1797.) 

(No. jo.) Extraft of a Difpatch from Lord Mabnefbury to 

Lord Grenville, dated Lille, July 6th, Thurf- 
day, 8 P. M. 1797. 

My Lord, 
Having had this Morning my firft Conference 
with the French Plenipotentiaries, and having mutu- 
ally exchanged out full Powers, I think it my Duty 
to difpach a Meffenger, in order that his Majefty may 
have the earlieft Information of this Circumftance. 
My« Difpatch however mull be confined to this alone, 
as nothing whatever has yet paffed relative to the 
Negotiation itfelf. 

(No. 11.) Copy of the full Powers of the French 

Plenipotentiaries. 
Egalit}. Liberie. 

Extrait des Regiflres des Deliberations du Dire&oire 
Executif. 

Paris, le Trente Prayial, Pan cinq de la Republiqoe 
Francoife, Une et Indivifible. 
Le Direftoire Executif, apres avoir oui le Rapport 
du Miniftre des Relations Ex terieures, arrete ce qui fuit. 

Les 
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Les Citoyens Letotirneur, ci-devant Membre du 
Dire&oire Executif, Pleville le Pelley, et Marct, 
foht autorifes a negocier avec le Miniftre Plenipo- 
tentiaire de Sa Majelte Britannique le Traite de Paix 
a conclure entre la Republique Frangaife et la Grande 
Bretagne. Le Dire&oire leur donne les Plein-pou- 
voirs neceflaires pour arreter et figner les Articles 
du Traite a intervenir. lis fe conformeront aux In- 
ftrudlions qui leur pnt ete, ou leur feront, donn£es 
par le Dire&oire Executif, auquel ils rendront Comt$ 
des Progres et de Tlffue des Negotiations. 

Ils font egalement autorifes, et fous les memes 
Conditions, a ftipuler pour les Allies de la Repub- 
lique, Sa Majefte Catholique et la Republique Ba- 
tave. 

Le Citoyen Colchen, nomme Secretaire General 
de la Legation Fran^aife, eft autorife & affifter aux 
Conferences pour donner les Renfeigncmens qui lui 
feront demandes, et prendre Note de ce qui fera 
convenu et arrejte. 

Le prefent Arrete ne fera imprime quant a prefent. 
Pour Expedition conforme, 

De Prefident du'Dire&oire Executif, 

CARNOT. 
Par le Pireftoire Executif de Secretaire General, 

LAGARDp. 

(No. ii.) Tranflation, 

Liberty. Equality. 

Extract from the Regifters of the Deliberations of 
the Executive Direfitory. 

Paris the 30th Prairial, 5 th Year of the French Re-; 
publick, One and Indivifible. 

The Executive Direftory, after having heard the 
Report of the Minifter for Foreign Affairs, decrees 
as follows : 

The Citizens Letourneur, heretofore Member of 
the Executive Dire&ory, Pleville le Pelley, and 

Maretj 
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Marct, are authorized to negotiate with the Minifter 
Plenipotentiary of His Britannick Majefty, the 
Treaty of Peace to be concluded between the French 
Republick and Great Britain. The Directory gives 
them the neceffary full Powers for agreeing upon 
and figning the Articles of the Treaty to be made. 
They fhall conform themfelves to the Inftrudtions 
which have been, or fhall be, given to them by the 
Executive Dire&ory, to whom they fhall render an 
Account of the Progrefs and the Iflue of the Nego- 
tiation. 

They are equally authorized, and under the fame 
Conditions, to ftipulate for the Allies of the Repub- 
lick, His Catholick Majefty and the Batavian Re- 
pnblick. 

The Citizen Colchen, appointed Secretary General 
to the French Legation, is authorized to affift at the 
Conferences, to afford the Information which fhall be 
required of him, and to take a Note of what fhall be 
agreed upon and fettled. 

The prefent Decree fhall not be printed for the 
prefent. 

A true Copy, 
The Prefident of the* Executive Dire&ory, 

CARNOT. 

By the Executive Directory, 

the Secretary General, 

LAGARDE. 

(No. 1 2.) Extradb of a Difpatch from Lord Malmibury to 

Lord Grcirville, dated Lift, July il, 1797. 

1 

I had the Honor in my laft, by Brooks, of the 
6th inftant, to inform yourLordfhip of my Arrival 
here, of the Manner in which I had been received, 
and of my having, in the ufual Form, exchanged my 
full Powers with thf French Plenipotentiaries. 

On Friday the 7th at Npon w? held our Second 
Conference, 

I opened 
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I ppened this Second Conference with thq^French 
Plenipotentiaries, by faying, that I myfelf had no 
Obfervations to make on their full Powers,. which 
appeared to be conformable to thofe ufiially given by 
the Dire&ory to their Plenipotentiaries, and of courfe 
muft be considered as fufficient.for the Purpofes cx- 
preffed in them; that I, however, had tranfmitted 
ihem by a Meffenger to my Court, and referved to 
myfelf the Right of communicating any Obje&ions 
or Remarks which I might receive by the Return of 
my Meffenger, relative to them. 

M. le Tourneur, to which, as Prefident of the 
Commiffion, I addreffed myfelf, replied, that they 
had taken precifely the fame Steps as myfelf ; that 
they confidered the full Powers I had given in, as in 
due Form, and fufficient; but that they alfo referved 
to themfelves the lame Right, in regard to Inftruc- 
tions they might receive from the Directory on this 
Subjeft, as I had claimed in regard to my Court. 

To this, of courfe, I affented. 

On Saturday the 8th inftant I gave in the Projet 
precifely as I had received it from your Lordfhip -, a 
Copy of which (A), as it is tranflated into French, I 
think it. my Duty to inclofe. 

One of the French Plenipotentiaries propofed that 
ibme Time ihould be given them to take the Pro- 
pofals, I had made into Confideration, and begged of 
me merely for the Sake of Accuracy, and to help 
their Memory, that I would be good enough either 
.to let M. Colchen put down on Paper, or myfelf 
fend them a Note containing the Words with which 
I wiflicd the Articles left in Blank t6 be filled up. I 
readily acquiefced in the latter Mode, and immediate- 
ly on my Return fent them the inclofed Note (B). 

On Sunday Evening I received th£ inclofed Note 
(C) from the French Plenipotentiaries, and in con- 
sequence of it went tQ. the propofed Conference 
Yeflerd^ 

One 
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/ One yf the French Plenipotentiaries informed me on 
the Sub] eft of .the Projet I had given them, and the 
Note with which I had accompanied it, that as thefe 
Papers contain many Points on which their Inftruc- 
tions did not enable them to anfwer, they had, after 
having given them a very ferious Attention, fent 
them, with fuch Obfervations as they had thought it 
their Duty to make on them, to the Direftory, and 
that the Moment they received an Anfwer, they 
would communicate it to me. But that in the mean- 
while, not to delay the Progrefs of the Negotiation, 
they wifhed that feveral Points which he termed in- 
fulated, but which, though not referred to in our 
Projet, were, he faid, inseparably connefted with the 
general, Subj eft of Peace, might be difcuffed and got 
rid of now if 1 had no Objeftion, and that it was with 
this View they had requefted me to meet them. — On 
my not expreffing any Difapprohation to this , Mode 
of Proceeding, One of the French Plenipotentaries be- 
gan, by faying, that in the Preamble of the Treaty 
the Title of King of France was ufed -, that this Title 
they contended could no longer be infilled on,, the 
Abolition of it was in a Manner effential to the full 
Acknowledgment of the French Republick, and that 
as it was merely titular, as far as related to His Ma- 
jefty, but quite otherwife in the Senfe in which it ap- 
plied to them, he hoped it would not be confidered 
as an important Concefiion. 

I informed him, that on all former Occafions a fe- 
parate Article had been agreed to, which appeared 
to me to anfwer every Purpofe they required, and 
which it was my Intention, as the Treaty advanced, 
to have propofed, as proper to make Part of this. 
The Article (the Firft of the feparate ones in the 
Treaty of 1783) was then reads but they objefted 
to it, as not fully meeting their Views. It was to 
the Title itfelf, as well as to any Right which might 
be fuppofed to.grife from it, that they objefted. I 
could fcarce, allow myfelf to treat this mode of rea- 

foning 
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Ibning ferioufly. I endeavoured to make them feel 
that it was cavilling for a mere word ; that it was 
creating Difficulties where none exifted $ and that if 
all the French Monarchs in the Courfe of Three 
Centuries had allowed this to (land in the Preamble , 
of all Treaties and Tranfaftions between the Two 
Countries, I could not conceive, after its having been 
ufed for fo long a Period without any 'Claim or Pre- 
, tention being fet , forth in confequence of it, how it 
could now affe£t either the Dignity, Security, or Im- 
portance of the Republick — that in Fadl flich Titles 
have ever been confidered as indefeafable, and as 
Memorials and Records* of former Greatnefs, and not 
as Pretentions to prefent Power — and I quoted the 
Titles of the Kings of Sardinia and Naples, &c. as 
Examples exaftly in point. I argued however in 
vain. • They treated it very gravely, and made fo 
ftrong a Stand upon it, that I could not avoid taking 
It for Reference, which I thought it better to do, 
than feeling as I did at the Moment, to pulh the Con- 
yerfation farther. 

The Second infulated Point was a very material 
one indeed, and which, although it has been advert- 
ed to as a Propofal that might poflibly be brought 
forward, I contefs came upon me ujiexpe&edly. — It 
was to aflc either a Reftitution of ,the Ships taken and 
deftroyed at Toulon, or an Equivalent for them. 
They grounded this Claim on the Preliminary De- 
claration made by Lord Hood on his taking Poffef- 
fion of Toulon; and on the Eighth Article of the 
Declaration of the Committee of the Seftions to him. 
They faid, Peace they hoped was about to be re- 
cftablifhcd; that His Majefty, in acknowledging the 
Republic, admitted that a Sovereignto exifted in the 
French Government j and of courfe that the Ships, 
held only a as Depofit by England till this legal Au- 
thority was admitted, ought now to be reftored. I 
replied that this Claim was fo perfedtly unlooked for, 
that it was impoffible for me to have been provided 
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for it in my lnftru£tions, and that I -could therefore 
only convey my own private Sentiments on it, which 
were, that they could not have devifed a Step more 
likely to defeat the great End of obr Miflion. One of 
the French PleHipotentaries faid, that he fincerely 
hoped not $ that wnthout a Reftitution of the Ships, 
an Equivalent might be found to effe£fc the Purpofe 
dcfired, fince their great Objedt was, that fomething 
Ihould appear to prove that this juft Demand had not 
been overlooked by them, and was not left unfetis- 
fied by us. I told him fairly, I did not fee where this 
Equivalent was to be found, or how it could be ap- 
preciated; and that confidering the great Advantages 
France had already obtained by the War, and thofe 
fhe was likely to obtain from the Aft of. Condefcen- 
fion I had already intimated His Majefty was difpofed 
to make in order to reftore Peace, I was mach fur- 
prized, and deeply concerned at what I heard. I 
trufted, therefdrq, that this very inadmiffible Pro- 
pofal would be withdrawn. They faid it was not in 
their Power ; and One of them, from a written Paper 
before him, which he faid were his Inftruftions, read' 
to me Words to the Effeft I have already ftated. 

Their Third QueftioA was as to any Mortgage we 
might have upon the Low Countries, in confequence 
of Money lent to the Emperor by Great Britain— 
They wifhedto know if any fuch exifted, finice as they 
had taken the Low Countries charged with all their 
Incumbrances, they were to declare that they fhould 
not confider then*fclves bound to anfwef. any Mort- 
gage given for Money lent to the Emperor, for the 
Purpofe of carrying on War againft them. 

I told them, that without replying to this Queftiwj, 
fuppofing the Cafe, to exift, the Exception they . re - 
4 quired fhould haue i>een ftated in their Treaty with 
the Emperor,.. and could not at all be mixed up in 
ours ; th^t if they had taken the Law Countries as 
they ftood charged with all their Incumbrances, there 
could be no Doubt what_thefe Wwds meant, and 

that 
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that if !K> Exception was rtatcd in the Firft Inftance 
none could be made with a retro-attive Effcft. 

The French Plenipotentiaries, however, \Vere as 
tenacious on this Point as on the other Two •, and as 
I found to every Argument I ufed that they conftantly 
oppofed their Inftru6fcion$, I had nothing to do but 
to defire that they would give me a writren Paper 
flaring their Three Claims, in order that I might im- 
mediately tranfmit it to your Lordfhip, and on this 
being prpmifed, our Conference broke up. 
'♦Between Four and Five P, M. Yefterday, I re- 
ceived the enclofed Note (D), and I have loft no 
Time fince it is in my Pofieffion in preparing to fend 
Jaway a Mcflenger, as independent of the difagreeable 
Subje&s brought forward in this laft Conference, and 
which it is material (hould be communicated m: hout 
Delay. lam anxious His Majefty (hould be inform* 
ed of what has palled in general up to this day, as it 
may perhaps furnifh fbme Ideas as to the poflibkf 
Event of the Negotiation. 



COPY of the PRO JET. 

(No. 1 3. A.) Projet delivered by Lord Malmeftvry to the 

French Plenipotentiaries in their Con* 
fcrence, July 8th, 1797. 

Prejet fun fraite de Paix. 

• SoiTnotoire a tous ceux qu'il appartiendra ou 
pem appartcnir en Maniere quelconquc. Le Sere- 
niffime et trcs puiflant Prince George Trois, par la 
Grace deDieu, Koide la Grande Bretagne, de France, 
« d'lrlande, Due de Bronfvic et de Luncbourg, 
Archi Treforier et Ele6teur de Saint Empire Rotnain, 
ice. et le Dirt&oire Executif de la Republique 
Fte&Caifcj de&ant Igalement de fairc cefler la 

E . Guerre 
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Guerre qui exifte depuis quelque Terns entre leurl- 
Etats refpedtifs, ont nomme ec conftitue pour leurs 
Plenipotentiaires, charges de conclure et figner le 
Traite de Paix Definitif * fcavoir, Sa Majeftc le Roi 
de la Grande Bretagne, le Lord Baron de Malmef- 
bury, Pair du Royaume de la Grande Bretagne, Che- 
valier du tres Honorable Ordre du Bain, Confciller 
Prive Aftuel de Sa Majefte, et le Diredtoire Exe- 
<utif de la Republique Fran^oife 

lefquels apres avoir echange leurs Plein* 
pouvoirs refpeftife, font convenus de$ Articles fui- 
vans : 

L Aufiitot que ce Traite (era figne et ratifie, il y 
aura une Paixuniverfelleet perpetuelle, tant par Mer 
que par Terre, et une Amitie fincere et conftante 
entre les Deux Parties Contraftantes, leurs etats, 
Territoires; et Peuplcs, fans Exception de Lieux ni 
de Perfonnes, en forte que les Hautes Parties Con- 
tjadantes appoiteront la plus grande Attention & , 
jnaintehir entre Elles, leurs, dits etats, Territdires, 
ct Peuples, cette Amitie et Correfpondancc reci- 
proque, fans permettre dorenavant, que de Part rii 
d'autre, on commette aucune Sorte d*Hoftilites f 
par Mer ou par Terre, pour quelque Caufe, ou fous 
quelque Prertxte, que ce puifle etre. II y aura un 
Oubli et Amniftie generate de tout ce qui a pu etre 
fair ou commis de Part ou d' autre avant ou depuis ku 
Commencement de la Guerre ; et on evitera foig-i 
neufement tout ce qui pourroit Jdterer a 1'aveiur 
L* Union heureufement retablie. 

D'abord apres Techange des Ratifications de ce 
Traite, on expediera des Ordres, tant aux Armies 
qu'aux Efcadres des deux Parties, de fair ceffer toutea- 
Hoftilities * et a fin d'affurer TExecution de cet Ar- 
ticle, on accordera de part et d'autre des Paffeport* 
de Mer aux Vaifieaux charges de porter la Nouvelle< 
de la Paix aux FofTeflions des Deux Parties. 

II. Les T rakes de Paix de Nimegue de 1678 ct. 
i6/$,<ie Ryfwick de 1637, et; dTJtrechtde 17135 
^ . . celui 



fcelul de Bade de 17 14 $ cehride la Triple Alliance de^ 
la Hayc dc 17 17 $ cclui de la Quadruple Alliance de 
X-ondres de 17 18; le Traite de Paix de Viehne de 
1738 1 leTraitf Definirifd'Aix la Chapellede 1748; 
le Traite Definitifde Paris de 1763 $ et celui de Ver* 
failles de j 7 83,1 fervent dc Bafe etde Fondement i 
la Paix, et au prefent Traite. Et pour cet Eflfet ila 
font tous renouvelles et confirares dans la meilleurc 
Forme, en forte qu'ils djevront 6trc obferves exa&e* 
ment a l'avenir dans toute leur Teneur, et religieuie* 
merit executes de Part et d'autfe, dans tous les Points 
auxquels il n'cft pas derogc par le prefent Traite de 
"Paix. 

IE. Tous les Prifonniers faits de part et d'autre, 
taftt par Tcrre que par Mer, et les Otages ou leves 
ou donnes pendant la Guerre, feront reftitues, fans 
Ran$on, dans Six Semaines au plus tard, a compter 
du Jour de l'£change de la Ratification du prefent 
Traite. Chaque Partie foldant refpe&iverhent les 
' Avances qui auront 6te faites pour la Subfiftance et 
I'Entretien de fes' Prifonniers dans les Pais ou ils 
auront ete detenus, conformement aux Re$us et etats 
conflates, et autres Titres autentiques, qui feront 
fournis de Part et d'autre $ et il fera donne recipro- 
quement dcs Suretes pour le Payement des Dettes 

2ue les Prifonniers auroient pu contradter dans le* 
Itatsou ils auroient ete detenus, jufqu' a leur entiere 
Liberte. 

IV. A Tegard du Droit de Peche fur les Cotes de 
L'Iflc de Terre Neuve, et des Ifles adjacentes, et 
dans le Qolf St. Laurent, les Deux Parties feront re- 
mifes dans la meme Situation ou Elles fe trouvoient 
reljpe&ivement d'apris les Traitcs et Engagemens 
fubfiftans £ TEpoque du Commencement de k 
Guerre* Et dans cette Vue, Sa Majefte confent de 
reftituer & la France en toute Propriete les lfle« de 
St. Pierre et Miqueion* 

V, Le meme Principe du Status ante Bellum eft 
adopte du Confeotem^nt ^ftuel <k* Dem Parties, i 

E % Tegard 
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regard dc toUtfci lcitr$ Pofieffior* et Droitrrcfpcftift 
dans toute* ks Parties du Monde > faufks Exceptions 
qui feronc (tipul£e$ par ks Articles fuivants du Traitf 
aftuel. Et dans cette Intention toutes ks PofTeflions 
ou Territoires que Tune des Parties Contradante* 

Kurroit avoir conquis ou pourroit conquerir fur 
utrc (et qui nc feront pas fpeciakment exceptes 
dans ce Traite), feront rendus a ceile des Deux Par- 
ties a qui ils appartenoient au Commencement de la 
Guerre a&uelle. 

VI. Les Deux Parties font convenus dVxcepter. de 
ce Principe de Restitution reciproque 

, qui reflera en toutie 

Propriete a Sa Majefte Britarjnique. 

YU. Dans tous les Cas de Reftitution ftipuits par 
le prefent Traite, les ForterefTes feront rendues dans 
le meme etat oft elks fe trouvent aftuellement, et il 
ne fera fait aucun Dommage aux Ouvrages qui auront 
cte conftruits depuis leur Conqu£te. 

VIII. II eft aufli convene que dans chaque Cas de 
Reftitution ou de Ceflion ftipule par un Article quel- 
conque du prefent Trait£, il fera accorde un Efpace 
de Trois Ans, a dater de la Notification du Traite, 
dans TEndroit ou Territoire refpe&ivetnem relUtue 
ou cede, aux Perfonncs de quelqoe Defcription que 
ce fpit, Habitants du dit Endrok ou Territoire, ou 
Poffeffeurs de Proprietes en Vertu d'un Tifcre quel*, 
conque reconnu comme valable avant la Guerre, ou 
qui leur feront devolues depuis, d'apres les Loix qui 
cxiftaient alors ; durant kquei Efpace de Trois Ans 
ils pourront refter et demeurer dans le libre Ejtercice 
de leur Religion, et dans la Jouiffance de leurs Pof» 
Jeffions et Efffcts aux merries Conditions et en vertu 
des tnemes Titres fous lefbuels ils en font devenus 
Poffeffeurs, fans etre expoles enaucune Mankre, ni 
fous aucune Pretexte, a etre pourfuivis ou traduicsen 
Juftice icaufc de leur Conduke paflee, excepce poor 
la Decharge de Dcttes juftes et contradees envera 
des Paroculiro * tt que tous ccux qui darn TEfpaoe 

de 



de* \: Mois aprfcs k Notification dc cc Trait£d«- 
clareront au Gouvernemcnt, qui fera alofs ftabli, 
leur Intention de fe retirer eux ou leiirs Effets, et dc 
fc rendre ailleurs, auront et obtieridront fous Ic D£- 
lai d'Un Mois apres telle Declaration, pleine Liberte 
departir, etcle rerircrleurs^Effets, ou de les ifendre 
ct aliener tant leurs Biens meubles qu* immeubles, 
en tout Terns pendant le dit Efpace de Trois An^ 
fans Empechernent ou Contrainte, excepte & cauie 
des Dettes qu'ils auront pu cqntra&cr, ou dans le 
Cas d'une Pourfuite criminelle pour des Fairs com- 
mis pofteiieUrement J la Notification du pre fecit 
Trane 

IX. Comme il eft neceflaire d'afljgner une E- 
poque pour les Reftitutions cy deffus ftipulees, il 
eft . convenu qu'elles auront Lieu en Europe dam 
l'Efpace d'Un Mois, en Afrique et en Amerique 
dans trois Mois, et en Afie dans Six Mois apres la 
Ratification du prefent Traite, 

X. Pour emperher le Renouvellement des Pro- 
ces qui ont ete termines dans les Territoires a refti- 
trier en vertu de ce Traite, ileft convenu que les 
Jugemens rendus en dernier Reffort, fur les Proces 
entre-Particuliers et qui ont acquis Force de Choies 
jugecs, feront maintenus et executes fuivant lew 
Forme et Teneur. 

XL La Decifion des Prifes et des Saifies de Vaif- 
feaux avec leur Cargajfons pris en pleine Mer, ou 
arretes dans les Ports de Punion ou de Tautre Pays, 
anterieurement aux Hoftilites, fera remife aux Cours 
de Juftice refpe&ivesj de forte que la Vahdite des 
ditcs Prifes et Saifies fera decidee felon le Droit des 
Gens etles Traites dans les Cours de Juftice de la 
Itfatior* qui aura fait la Capture, ou commande les 
Saifies. . Et pour prevenir tous les Sujets de Plain te 
Ct de Conteftation qui pourroieiit naitre a TOccafion 
des Prifes quipourroient et re faitesenMer depuis la 
Signature du Traite attuel, on eft -convenu recipro- 
jjuement que les VailTeaux et Effets qui- pourroieht 

etrc 



t 3& ) 

£trc pris dans la Manche ou Mcr Britannique et dans 
Its Mejrs du Nord, apres PEfpace de Douzc Jours, a 
compter depuis 1'echange dcs Ratifications dc ce 
Traite, feront dc Part et d'autre reftitues : — Que le 
Terroe fera d'un Mois cjppuis la Manche ou Mer Bri- 
tannique et les Mers dti Nord, jufqu' aux Ifles Cana- 
ries inclufivement, foit dans TOcean, foit dans la Me- 
diterranee : — Dc Deiix Mois 'depuis les dices Ifles 
Canaries jufqu' & la Ligne Eauino&iale ou l'Equa- 
teur :— De Trois Mois depuis rEquateur en compre- 
nant tout ce qui eft fitue a rOueft du Cap de Bonne 
Efperance, et a l'Eft du Cap de Horn :— Et enfin, 
dc Cinq Mois dans tous les autres Endroits du Mon- 
de, fans aucune Exception ni autre Diftin&ion plus 
particuliere de Tems et de Lieu. 

XII. Les Allies des Deux Parties contra&antes, 
fcavoir, Sa Majefte Tres Fidelle comme Allie de Sa 
Majefte Britannique, et Sa Majefte Catholique et la 
Republique Batave comme Allies de la Republique 
Tran^aife, feront invites par les Deux Parties Con- 
tra&antes a acceder a certe Paix aux Termes et Cori* 
ditions fpecifies dans les Trois Articles fuivansj doiit 
les Deux Parties Contra&antes fe garantiffent reci- 
proquement l'Execution, y etant refpedtivement aii- 
torififs par leurs fufdits Allies : — Et les Deux Parties 
Contra&antes font en outre convenues, que fi leurs 
Allies refpeftifs n'y auraient pas ainfi accede dans 
1'Efpace de Deux Mois a compeer de 1'echange dcs 
Ratifications du prefent Traite, la Partie qui re- 
fufera fon Acceffion, ne recevra de fon Allie ni Aide 
ni Secours de telle Vature qui ce foit pendant la Du- 
xee alterieure de la Guerre. 

XIII. Sa Majefte Britannique s'engage a conclure 
iin Traite de P-ix Dcfinitif avec Sa Majefte Catho- 
lique fur le Pied du Status ante Bellum, avec l'Ex- 
ceptionde 

qui reftera en plcine Propriete a Sa Majefte Bri- 
tannique. , 
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r XIV. Sa- Majefte Britannique s'engage pareifle* 
dent a conclure un Traite de P&ix Definitif avec 1* 
ttepublique Batave fur le Pied du Status ante Bcllum % 
avec I'Exception de 

qui reftera en pleine proprietl % 
Sa Majefte Britannique et de , ' 

qui fera cede a Sa Mai 
jefte Britannique en Echange de 

En Consideration de ces Reftitutions a faire par S* 
M a jcftc Britannique, toute la Propriete appartenante 
au Prince d'Orange, au Mois de Decembre 1794, et 
qui a ete fequeftree faifie ou Confifquee depuis cetto 
Epoquc, lui fera rendue, ou bien elie lui fera pleine* 
ment compenfee par un Equivalent pecuniare. Et 
la Republique Fran^aife s'engage en outre a lui pro* 
curer a la Paix generate une Compenfation equiva- 
lent de la Perte de fes Charges ct Dignites dans les 
Provinces Unies* et les Perfonnes qui auront ete 
emprifopnees ou exilees, ou dont les Proprietes au* 
ront etc iequeftrecs, ou confifquees dans la dite R£- 
pubtique a Caufe de leur Attachment ax Interets de 
la Maifon d'Orange, ou a Tancien Gouvernment des 
Provinces Unies^ feront mifes en Liberte, ou auront 
la Permiflfion de retourner dans leur Patrie d'y re- 
ader, et d'y jouir de leurs Proprietes en fe conform** 
ant aux Loix et a la Conftitution qui y font etablies. 
, XV. La Republique Frangoife s'engage a con- 
clure un Traite de raix Definitif avec Sa Majefte 
Tres Fiddle fur le Pied du Status ante Bellum, fans. 
qu'aucune Demande ou Condition onereufe foit 
cxigee de Part ou d'autre. 

XVL Tomes les Stipulations contenues dans ctt 
Traite, relatives au Terns et a la Maniere de faire 
les Reftitutions e'y mentionnees, ainfi que tous les 
Privileges y referves aux Habitants ou Proprietaires 
des Ifles ou Territories reftitues ou cedes, feront 
ce&fes fc rapporter egalement aux Reftitutions H faire 
fn vertu des Trois dernier* Articles 1 fcavoi/*, 1c 
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Triezieme, Quatorziemc, ct Quinzieme, hors lea Cjf 
ou Ton pourrait y derogcr du Confenternent mutuel 
des Parties interefiees, 

. XVH. Tous. les precedents Traites de Paix fait* 
cntrc les Parties contra&antes et leurs Allies re- 
fpedHfs de Part et d'autre nommes dans les. Trois 
ftifdits Articles, qui fubfiftaifrit et etaieht en force 
avant lc Commencement des Hoftilites, feront re-. 
fpe&ivemcnt renouyplles, excepte en tant qu'on 
pourra y deroger d'un Confentethent mutuel j et les 
Articles de ce Traite qui regardent la Reftitution des 
Prifonniers, la Ceffation des Hoftilites, ct la Deci- 
fion a Tegard des Prifcs et Saifies, fe rapporteront 
egalement aux Parties refpe&ives nomm6es dans lcs 
Trois fuftiits Articles, et feront cehles etre OWiga- 
toires entre'elles, auffitot qu'clles auront nefj>e&ive- 
flierit et formellcment accede a ce Traite. 

XVIII. Toutes lcs Sequeftrations mifes par aucune 
dcs Parties nominees dans ce Traits, fur les Droits, 
Proprietes, ou Dettes des ParticuKcrs, appartenans a 
une autre des dites Parties, feront levees, et la Propricte 
de toute Efpece fera rendue en entier au Proprietairc 
legal, ou bien il lui en fera faite une juftc Compenfa- 
tion : Et toutes Plaintes I canfe de Dommages faits & 
la Propriete des Individus d'unc Maniere contraire 
aux Ufages et Droit j de la Guerre, et toiites Recla- 
mations de Droits oil de Proprietes appartenans & 
des Particuliers aux Epoqucs du Commencement des 
Hoftilites relpe&ivement entre les dites Parses, fca- 
troir, la Grande Bretagne et le Portugal d'un Cote, 
et la France, l'Efpagne, et la Hollande, de Tautre ? 
et que, felon les Ufages re^us ct les Loix des Na- 
tions, l'Epoque de la Paix devroh faire revirre* 
feront revues, entendues, et jugees dans les Cours de 
Jufticc refpeftives des differentes Parties ; ct pleine 
Juftice fera rendue par chacune dcs dites Parties auip 
Sujets et Peuples de Tautre, de la memc Maniere «ju p 
& fes propres Sujets et Peuples. 
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Et en cas qu'il s'eleve des Plaintes fur VExeCution 
de cet Article, lefquelles rie jfourront etre fatisfaitea 
par un Arrangement mutuel entre les Gbuvernemens 
refpe&ife dans TEfpace de Douze Mois apres qu'elles 
leur auront efce addreflees, les dites Plauites fe- 
ront jugees par des Commiffaires jures que Yon nom-* 
mera de Part et d'autre, avec PouVoir de faire inter- 
veriir un Arbitre de quelque Nation neutrej et la 
Decifion des dits Commiffaires fcra abfolue, et fan* 
Appel. 

XIX. Sa Majefte Britannique et la RepuMique 
Fran$oife promettent d'obferver fincerement, et cfc 
bonne 7 Faii tous les Articles contenus et etablis dans 
le preferit Traite ; et ne fouffriVont pas qu'il y (bit 
fait de Contraventions fe garantiffent, generalement 
et reciproquement, toutes les Stipulations du prefent 
Traite. - 

XX.LesRatifications folemnelles duprefent Traite,' 
expedites en bonne ^t due Forme, feront echangees 
en v entre les Parties Contra&anets, 

dans FElpace d'un Mois, ou plutot s'il eft poffible* 
& compter du Jour de la Signature du prefent Traite. . 

En Foi dte quoi, &c. &c. 

(No,?3rA.) Translation. 

» Projeft of a Treaty of Peace. 

Be it known to all thofe whom it fhall or may in 
any manner concern. The moft Serene and moft 
Potent Prince George the Third, by thi Grace of 
God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
Duke of Brunfwic and Lunenburgh, Arch Treafurer 
and Ek&or of the Holy Roman Empire, and the 
Executive Direftory of the French Republick, being 
equally defirous to put an End to the War, which 
has for fome Time pad fubfifted between the Domi- 
nions of the Two Parties, have named and confli- 
cted for their Plenipotentiaries, charged with the 
concluding and figning of the Definitive Treaty of 

F . Peace i 
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Pfc&ce ; viz. the King of Great Britain, the Lord Baron 
of Malmefbury, a Peer of the Kingdom of Great 
Britain r Knight of the Moft Honourable Order of 
the Bath, Privy Councillor to His Britannick Ma- 
jefty, and the Executive Dire&ory of the French 
Republic, 

who, after having exchanged their refpedtive full 
Powers, have agreed upon the following Articles : 
. I. As fobn as this Treaty fhall be fignedand rati- 
fied, there (hall be an univerfal and perpetual Peace as 
well by Sea as by Land, and a fincere and conftant 
Frieodfhip between the Two contra&ing Parties, and 
their Dominions, and Territories, and People, with- 
out Exception of either Places or Perfons -, fo that 
the High Contra&ing Parties fhall give the greateft 
Attention to die maintaining between themfelves and 
their faid Dominions, Territories, and People, this 
reciprocal Friendfhip and Iritercourfe, without per- 
mitting hereafter, on either Part, any Kind of Hof- 
tilitks to be committed either by Sea or by Land* 
for any Caufc, or under any Pretence whatfoever. 
There fhall be a general Oblivion and Amnefty of 
every Thing which may have beeri done or committed 
hy cither Party towards the other before or fince the 
Commencement of the War; arid they fhall care- 
fully avoid for the future every Thing which might 
prejudice the Union happily re-eftablifbed. 

Immediately after the Exchange of the Ratifiea* 
tions of this Treaty, Orders fhall be fcnt to the 
Armies and Squadrons of both Parties to ftop all 
Hoftilities ; and for the Execution of this Article^ 
Sea Pafies fhall be given on each Side to the Ships 
difpatched to carry the News of Peace to the Poflcf- 
fxons of the Two Parties. 

II. The Treaties of Peace of Nimeguen of 1678 
and 1679, of Ryfwick of 1697, and of Utrecht of 
17 13 ; that of Baden of 17 14 -, that of the Triple 
Alliance of the Hague of 1717 ; that. of the Quad- 
ruple Alliance of London of 1718 * the Treaty of 

Peace 
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Peace of Vienna of 1736; the Definitive Treaty 
of Aix la ChapeDe of 1748 ; the Definitive Treaty 
of Paris of 1763 $ aud that of Vcrfailles of 1783, 
ferve as a Bafis and Foundation to the Peace, and to 
the prefent Treaty. And for this Purpofc they ^e 
all renewed and confirmed in the beft Form, fo that 
they are to be exa&ly obferved for the future in their 
full Tenour, and religioufly executed by both Parties 
in all the Points which fhall not be derogated from by 
the prefent Treaty of Peace. 

III. All the Prifoners taken on either Side, as well 
by Land as by Sea, and the Hoftages carried away or 
giveh during the War, fhall be reftored, without 
Ranfom, in Six Weeks at lateft, to be computed 
from jtheDay of the Exchange of the Ratifications of 
the prefent Treaty. — Each Patty refpe&ively dis- 
charging the Advances which fhall have been, made 
for the Subsidence and Maintenance of their Prifon* 
crs in the Country where they fhall have been de- 
tained, according to the Receipts, atteftcd Accounts, 
»nd other authentic Vouchers, which fhall be fur- 
nifhed on each Side 5 and Security fhall be recipro- 
cally given for the Payment of the Debts which the 
Prifoners may have contracted in the Countries 
where, they may have been detained, until, their entire 
Releafe, 

IVw With refpeft to the Rights of Fifhery on the 
Coafts of the Ifland of Newfoundland, and of the 
Jflands adjacent, and in the Gulph of St. Lawrence* 
the Two Parties fhall return to the fame Situation in 
which fhey flood refpeftively, according to the 
Treaties and Engagements fubfifting at the Period of 
the Commencement of the War. And with this 
View, His Kf aj£fty confenf& to reftore to France, \i\ 
frill Right, the JflancU of St. Pierre and Miquelon. 

V. The feme Principle of the State of Poflelljon 
before the War, is adopted by mutual Confent, with 
refpedto all other Pofleffions and Rights on both 
Sides, jn every Part of the World $ favc only the 

F % Excep- 
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Exceptions which arc ftipulated fc>y the fubfeqnent 
Articles * of this Treaty. And, to this Intent, all 
Poffeffions or Territories which have or may have 
been conquered by One of the Parties from the other 
(and not fpccially excepted in this Treaty), (hall be 
reftored to the Party to whom they belonged at the 
Commencement of the prefent War. 

VI. From this Principle of mutual Restitution, the 
Two Parties have agreed to except 

whieh (hall re- 
main to His Britannick Majefty in full Sovereignty. 

VII. In all the Chafes of Reftitution provided by the 

f>refcnt Treaty, the Fortrefles ftiall be reftored in the 
ame Condition in which they now are, and no In- 
jury fhall be done to any Works that have been con-? 
ftrufted fince the Conqueft of thetti. . . 

VII f. It is alfo agreed, that in every Cafe of Re- 
ftitution or Ceflion provided by any of the Articles 
of this Treaty, the Term of Three Years from the 
Date of the Notification of the Treaty, in the re- 
fpe&ive Territory or Place reftored or cedec^- fhall 
be allowed to Perfons of whatever Defcripttah, re- 
fiding or being in the faid Territory 6r Place, po£- 
fcffed of Property therein under any Title exifting 
before die War, or which has fince devolved to them 
by the Laws then exifting * during which Term of 
Three Years they fhall remain and refide uniftiolefted 
in the Exerpife of their Religion, and in the Enjoys 
* ment of their Poffeffions and Effe&s, ujpdn the Con- 
ditions and Titles under which they fo Required ttit 
fame, without being liable in any Manner, or under 
any Pretence, to be profecuted or fued for their paft 
Condufi:, except asr to the Difcharge of juft Debts tq 
individuals i and that all fhofe wHo, within thfe 
Time of ' 

Months after the Notification' of this' treaty, fhall 
declare to the Government, then effabHhed, their In- 
tention to withdraw themfelves, or their Effc<5fej and 
to remove to fome other Plaee^ fhaM have miob- 
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tain within One Month after fuch Declaration futt 
Liberty to depart and to remove their Effe&s, or to 
•fell and difpofe of the fame, whether moveable ot 
immoveable, at any Time within the faid Period of 
Three Years, without anyReftraint or Hindrance, 
except on Account of Debts at any Time con^ 
traded, or of any criminal Profecution for Afts done 
iiibfequent to the Notification of this Treaty. 

IX. As it is neceffary to appoint a certain Period 
for the Reftitutions herein-beforc ftipulated, it is 
agreed, that the fame fhall take place in Europe 
within (One Month), in Africa and America within 
(Three Months), and in Afia within (Six Months), 
after the Ratification of the prefent Treaty* 

X. For preventing the Revival of the Law Suits 
*^hich Ijave'been ended in the Territories to be re- 
ftored by virtue of this Treaty, it is agreed, that the 
Judgements in private Caufes pronounced in the laft 
Refert, and which have acquired the Force of Mat- 
ters determined, fhall be confirmed and executed ac- 
cording to their Form and Tenour. 

%l. The Decifion of the Prizes and Seizures of 
Ships and, their Cargoes taken at Sea or feized in the 
Forts of either Country, prior to the Hoftilities^ 
fhall be referred to the refpe&ive Courts of Jultice ; 
fo that the Legality of the faid Prizes and Seizures 
fhall be decided according to the Law of Nations^ 
and to Treaties, in the Courts of Juftice of the Na- 
tion which fhall have made the Capture, or ordered 
the Seizures. And in order to prevent all Cauftfc of 
Complaint and Difpute which may arife on account 
of Prizes which may be made at Sea after the Sign- 
ing of this Treaty, it is reciprocally agreed that the 
Yeffeis apd Effects which may be taken in the British 
Channel and in the North Seas, after the Space of 
Twelve Days, to be computed from the Exchange 
of the Ratifications of this Treaty, (hall be reftored 
on each Side -.—That the Term fhall be One Month 
#om the Britilh Channel and the North Seas,- as far 

a* 
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as the Canary Iflands, inclufively, whether in . the 
Ocean, or in the Mediterranean : Two Months from 
the faid Canary Iflands as far as the Equino&ial Lin^ 
or Equator :— Three Months from the Equator to 
.any Part to the Weftward of the Cape of Good 
Hope, and the'Eaftward of Cape Horn: — And* 
laftly, Five Months in all other Parts of the World, 
without any Exception or any more particular Dc* 
fcription of Time or Place. 

XIL The Allies of the Two Parties, that is to fay, 
Her Moft Faithful Majefty as Ally of His Britannick 
Majefty, and His Catholick Majefty* and the Batavian 
Republick as Allies of the French Republick, (haM 
be invited by the Two Contra&ing Parties to accede 
to this Peace on the Terms and Conditions fpecified 
in the Three following Articles -, the Execution of 
which the faid Two Contrafting Parties reciprocally 
guarantee to each other, being thereto refpe&ively 
authorized by their above-mentibned Allies ;— And 
the Two Contradting Parties further agree, that if 
their Allies refpedlively fhall not have fo acceded 
within the Space of Two Months after the Exchange 
of the Ratifications of this Treaty, the Party fo re- 
futing to accede, fhall not receive from its Ally any 
Aid or Succour of apy Nature during the further 
Continuance of the War, 

XIII. His Britannick Majefty engage* to conclude 
a Definitive Peace Wftl} His Catholick Majefty on 
the Footing of the State of Poffeffion before the 
War, with the Exception pf 

which fhall remain in fulf 
Sovereignty to His Britannick Majefty, 

XIV, His Britannick Majefty in like Manner 
engages to conclude a Definitive % Peace with th£ 
JJatavian Republick on the fame Footing of the State 
pfPQffeflTioq beforp jtlieWar, with the Exception of 

wj)ich fhall remain tt> His Britannick Majefty in full 

Sqyct 
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Sovereignty, and of whick 

fliall be ceded to His Majefty in Exchange for 
v In Confideration of thefe Reftitutions, to be hereby 
made by His Britannick Majefty, all Property be- 
longing to the Prince of Orange, in the Month of 
December 17941 and which has been fcized and con- 
fifcated fince that Period, (hall be reftored to him, 
or a full Equivalent for Money given him for thd 
lame. And the French Repijblick further engages 
, to procure for him, at the general Peace, an adequate 
Compenfation for the Lois of his* Offices and Digni- 
ties in the United Provinces; and the Perfpns who 
"have been imprifoned or banifhed, or whofe Pro- 
perty has been fequeftered or confifcared in the faid 
Republick, on Account of their Attachment to the 
Interefts of the Hdufe of Orange, or to the former 
Government of the .United Provinces, Ihall be re- 
kaied, and (hall be at Liberty to return to their 
Country, and to refide therein, and to enjoy their 
Property there, conforming themfelves to the Laws 
and Conftitution there eftablilhed. 
. XV. The French Republick engages to conclude 
a Definitive Peace with Her Moft Faithful Majefty 
on the fime Footing, of the State of Poffeflion be- 
fore the War, and without any further Demand or 
burthenfome Condition being made on either Side. 
. XVI. AH the Stipulations contained in this Treaty, 
relpefting the Time and Manner of making the Re- 
ftitutions therein meutioned, and all the Privileges 
thereby referved to the Inhabitants or Proprietors in 
the Iflands or Territories reftored or ceded, lhall ap- 
ply in like Manner to the Reftitutions to be made by 
virtue of any of the Three laft Articles, viz. the 
Xlllth, XlVth, and XVth, except in thofe Inftarices 
where the fame may be derogated from by the mu- 
tual Confent of the Parties concerned. 
- XVII. All former Treaties of Peslce between the 
jefpe&ive Parties, to whom the faid Three Articles 
relate, and which fubfifted and were in force at the 

£tom- 
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Commencement of Hoftilities between them reflec- 
tively* fhall be renewed, except in fuch Inftances only 
where the fame may be derogated from by mutual 
Confent ; and the Articles of this Treaty for the Re- 
ftoration of Prifoners, the Ceffation of Hoftilities^ 
and the Dccifion relative to Prizes and Seizures, 
ihall equally apply to the-refpe£tive Parties to whom 
the faid Three Articles relate, and fhall be held to be 
in full force between them, as foon as they fliaU re- 
fpe&ively and in due form have acceded to this 
Treaty. 

XVIII. All Sequeftrations impofed by any of the 
Parties named in this Treaty, on the Rights^ Proper- 
ties, or Debts, of Individuals belonging to any other 
of the faid Parties, fhall be taken off, and the Pro- 
perty of whatever Kind fhall be reftored in the fulleft 
Manner to the lawftil Owner ; or juft Compenfation 
be made for it: And all Complaints of Injury done 
to private property, contrary to the ufual Practice 
and Rules of War, and all Claims of private rights or 
property which belonged to Individuals at the period* 
of the Commencement of Hoftilities refpe&ivdy, be- 
tween the faid parties, viz. Great Britain and Portu- 
gal on the one Side, and France,. Spain, and Holland, 
on the other $ Ay and which ought, according to, the 
ufual praftice and Laws of Nations, to revive at the* 
period of peace, fhall be received, heard, and de- 
cided, in the refpc&ive Courts of Juftice of the dif- 
ferent parties ; and full Juftice therein fhall be done 
by each of the faid parties to the Subjects and people 
of the other, in the fame Manner as tx> their ©wiv 
Subje6b or people. 

And if any Complaint fhould arife refpe&ing the 
Execution of this Article, which Complaint* fhaH 
not be fettled by mutual Agreement between the 
refpettive Governments within twelve Months after* 
the fame fhall have been preferred to them, the fame 
,fhall be determined by fworn Commiffioners to be 
appointed on each Side, with Power to call in an Ar- 
i bitrator 
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bltrator ef any indifferent Nation* aneffhe detifioii 
of the faid Commiffioners {ball be binding, -and with- 
out Appeal. 

XlX. His Bntannick Majefty and the French Re* 
publick promife to obferve fincerely, and bona fide, 
all the An icles contained and eftabliftied m the pre- 
fcnt Tr^at y $ and they will not fuffer the fanje to be 
infringed, direftly or indireftly, by their reifpe&ivc 
Subjcfts i and the faid Contra&ing Parties guarantee. 
to each other, generally and reciprocally, all the Sti* 
pulations of the prefent Treaty: , 
- XX. The folemn Ratifications of the prefent 
Treaty, prepared in good and due Form, (hall be ex- 
changed in between the 
Contra&ing Parties* in the Space of a Month, or 
{boner if pdffible, to be computed from the Day of 
the Signature ot the Signature of the prefent Treaty. 

In Witnefs whereof* &c, &c. 

(No. 14, B.) Note from Lord M^hneibury to the 

trench Plenipotentiaries, 

Le Miniftre Plenipotentiaire dc Sa Majcfte BrU 
tpnntque, pour fatisfairc au Defir qu'ont temoignl i 
la Conference de ce Matin les Miniftres Plenipoten- 
tiaires de la Republique Fran^aiCr, a 1'Honneur de 
leur adreffer la Note fuivante en les priapt toutefois 
de la regarder moins Comme une Piece officiellc, que- 
comme une Communication confidentieile ct ver- 
bale ; et comme une Preuvc de foti Erapreffement 4 
frciliter le Progresdc laNegociation, en leur ofFrant 
<Jcs le premier pas, tous les EclaircifTcments qui de- 
pendent de lui fur le Projet du Traite qu'il leur a 
remi$. 

Si, comme Taffarent les Miniftres Plenipotentiaries 
de la Republique Fran^aife, il eft contraire a leurs In- 
ftru&ions les plus pofuives d'entrcr en aueune Difcuf- 
fion fur la Ceflion des Objets qui appartenaient a la 
France avant la Guerre; il eft: inutile de s'appuyer fur 
r Article VI. puifque les Compenfations que Sa Ma- 
- G . jeftc 
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jefte Bntannique auratt demendees par cet Article* 
en retour des Reftiuitions qu'elle eft difpofe a faifei 
pour le Retabltffement de la Paix, devront fe trouver 
d'apres cette Declaration, dans les Ceflions a faire, 
{bit par Sa Majefte Catholique, foit par la Repub- 
lique Batave. 

Ceft pourquot dans TArticle XIII. apres les Mots 
Status ante Bellum, le Lord MalmefWy propofera 
-d'inferer les Mots fuivants t '•* A TException de Tlfle 
<c de Trinidad, qui reftera en toute Propriete a Sa 
" Majefte Britanniqife." 

Le Lord Malmefbury croit qu'il eft peu neceflaire 
de repeter les Raifons qui Tengagent 9. infifter fur la 
Confervation de cette Conquete, a nioins qu'elle ne 
foit compenfee par quelque autre Ceffion qui puiflc 
balancer le Surcroit de PuifTance refultante deTAc- 
quifition faite par la France de la Partie Efpagnolc 
de St. Domingue. 

Quant a P Article £IV. le Lord Malmeft>ury; pro- 
jtofe, qu'apr&s les Mots Status ante Bellum, on ajoute x 
" Avec Exception de la Ville, du Fort, et de l'Eta-* 
c * bliflement du'Cap'de Bonne Elperance, et des Pof* 
«* feffions qui ont appartenu aux Hollandois avant la 
« f Guerre dans Hfle de Ceylon, et de la Ville et 
€€ Fort de Cochin, qui feront cedes a Sa Majeftc 
"..Bntannique, en Echange de la Ville de Negapat^ 
Cf nam, et de fesDSpendances."* 

Le Lord Malmfbury reiterc aux Miniftres Pleni- 
potentiaires de la Republique Fran^aife, le Temoig- 
nage de fon Empreflement a cojicourir avec eux, en 
tout ce qui depend de lui, pour arpener la Negociation 
a une heureufe Iffue j et les prie en meme Terns 
d'agreer les Affurances de fa haute Confideration. 

(Signe) MALMESBURY. 

A Lille, cc 8 juillet 1797, 

(No. 
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(No. 14. B.) Tranilatioo. 

The Minifter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic^ 
Majefly has the Honor of prefenting to the Minifters 
Plenipotentiary of the French Republick, in confc- 
quence Qf the Wifh expreffed by them in the Coh- 
erence of this Morning, the following Note : Which 
he rtquefts them at the fame Time to confider, not fo . 
much in the Light of an official Pappr as of a verbal 
and confidential Communication, and as a Proof of. 
fiis Readineis to facilitate the Progrefs of the Nego- 
tiation, by giving them, on the very Outfet, all the 
Explanations in his Power on the Projet of the Treaty 
which he has delivered to them. 

If, as the Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republick haye allured him, it is contrary tp their 
moftpofitive Inftru&ions to enter into any Difcuffion 
relative to the Ceffion ofthofe Poffeffions which be- 
longed to France Before the War, it is ufciefs to 
dwell on the Vlth Article : Since the Corhpenfations 
which his Britannick Majefty might have demanded 
hy. that Article, in Return for the Reftitutioos which 
.He is difpofed. to make for the Re-eftablifhment of 
Peace, muft, in confequence of thisTDeclaratipn, be 
fought for in the Ceflions to be made by His Catho- 
lick Majefty, and the Batavian Republick. 

Lord Malmcfbury therefore propofcs to infert in 
the Thirteenth Article,, after the Words Status ante 
Bellutn, the following Words : " With the Excep- 
cc tion of the Ifland of Trinidad, which fhall remain 
€C in full PoiTeflion of His Britannick Majefty." 

Lord Malmeibury imagines that it is unneceflary 
for him to repeat the Reafons which induce him to 
infift upon the retaining of this Conqueft, unleli 
compenfation Ihould be made for it by fame other 
Ceffion which fhall balance the augmentation of Power 
accruing to France, from the acquifition of the Spanilh 
part of St, Domingo, 

Ga With 
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With regard to the Fourteenth Article, Lord 
Malmeffiury propofes, that after \ht Words Status 
ante Belium> fhould be added, "With the Exception 
€e of the Town, Fort, and Eftablifhment of the 
f€ Cape of Good Hope, and of the Poffeffions 
cc which belbhged to the Dutch before the War in' 
« thelfland of' Ceylon, and of the Town and Fort 
€i of Cochin, which fhall be ceded to His Britan- 
" nick Majefty in Exchange for the Town of Nega* 
<c patnam and its Dependencies." 

Lord Malmefbuny repeats to. the Minifters PlenU 
potentiary of the French Republick, the Affurancd 
of his Readinefs to concur with them, in every Thing 
which fhal) depend bn him, to bring the Negotiation 
to ahappylflue; and requefts-of them, at the famQ 
^ Time, to accept the" Aflurances of his high Confider* 
ation. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY, 
Xille^ July 8, 1797, . 

(N(>. 15. C.) . Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to 

Lord Malmeibury. 

LEs.Miniftres Plenipotentiaires de la Republiqud^ 
Fraiigbile dntre^u la Note, que le Mihiftte Plenipo-* ""*•* 
tenriaire de Sa Majefte Britannique leur a fait l'Hon- 
jreur de leur addrefler Hier. lis vont y donner, ainfl 
qu'au Projet de Traitc auquel elle eft relative, la plua 
terieufe Attention. En attendant qu'ils puiflertt 
communiquer au Lord Malmefbury les Obfervations 
dont ces deux Pieces leur ont paru fufceptibles, ils 
croyent devoir Pinviter a fe rtndre k la Salle des 
Conferences demain a Une Heure aprfcs midi, fi cfe 
*Moment lui paroit convenable, pour s'occuper avec 
lui d'Objets particuliers dont la Difcufllon peut s ? ijfq- 
* Jer e t fc fflivre fans Retard, 
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fls pricnt 1«. Lord Malmtfbyry d'agr&r l'Affis* 
fance dc lcur haute Confideration. 

(Sign£( LE TOURNEUR. 

PLEVILLE LE PELLEYr 

HUGUES B, MARET. . 
Lille, le « Meffldor, 
An Jme 4e la Republique, 

r COLGHEN, Sec Gen. de la Legation, 

(Nb«i5.'0.) Trantatioii, 

The Miftifters Plenipotentiary of Ac French 
RcpuWick have received the, Note which the Mi-* 
fiifter Plenipotentiairy of His Britannick Majefty 
did them the Honor of addreflmg to them Yeftcr- 
day. They will give to it, as well as to the project 
of a Treaty to wfcich it relates, the moft feriou* 
Attention. In the mean time, though they, are not 
yet enabled to communicate to Lord Malmefbury 
the Remarks to which thefe two Papers appear to 
them liable, they think it their Duty to propofe to 
him a Conference to-morrow, at One o'Cioek, if 
that Hour is agreeable to him* in order to treat 
with him on diftind: Points,, $\e difcuffion of wind* 
may be entered upon feparately, and which rtiay bq 
proceded in without Delay. 

They requeft Lord Malmefbury to accept the 
.^UTurances 6f their high Confideration. * 

(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 

PLEVILLE LE PELLEY. 

ftUGUES 5. MARET. . 
Lille, %\ Meffidor, 
£th Year of the'Republick. 
(July gth, 1797.) 

t COLCHEN, Sec, Gen, de'la Legation, 

^ (No, 
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(No. 16. D.) Note from the French Plenipoten- 

tiaries to Lord Mtlmclbury, dated 
Lifle, 

.Xes Miniftres Plcnipotcntiaires de la Republique 
Frangaife s'emprefient de fctisfaire au Dcfir que lcur 
e temoignc le, Miniftre Plenipotentiaire dc Sa Ma- 
jefte Britannique, en lui tnvoyant une Note fur, le$ 
Trois Points qui ont fait l'Objetde la Conference dc 
Ce Jour. . ' . , 

i. lis ont P Ordre pofitifd'exigdr la Renonciation 
au Titre de Roy de France que porte Sa Majefte 
Britannique. 

Le Lord Malmeftmry eft prie d'obfervcr qu'il ne 
s*agic pas feulement ici d'une .Renonciation aux 
Droits que Ton pourait pretendre devoir refulter dc 
cctte Qualification, mais encore et pofitivettient dc 
la Qualification elle memc. /L'Etabliffcment de la 
Republique Frari$aife, et la Reconnoifiance de cettc 
Forme de Gouvernement par le Roy d'Angleterre, 
tie lui permettraient pas de confenrer un litre qui 
fuppoferait en France 1'Exiftcnce d'un Ordre de 
Chofcs qui n'eft plus/ 

2. Les Miniftres Plenipotentiaires de la Repub- 
lique. font charges de demander la R<;ftitution de* 
Vaifleaux pris ou detruits a Toulon. 

L'Anglcterrtr a declare hautement et formellemeot 
qu r elle prenait les Vaifleaux eri Depot pour le Roy 
de France. Ce Depot eft facre. II appartient in- 
fconteftablement a la Republique, qui exerce Its 
Droits et la Souverainetc que TAngleterre attribuoit 
a Louis XVTI. aTEpoque.de la Prife de Toulon. 
Sa Majefte Britannique nc fauraitdonc, en reconnoif- 
fant la Republique Fran^aife, meconnaitre ion Droit 
a la Reflitution dont il s'agit, ou refufer de la fairc 
ou d*en ofFrir l'Equivalept. x • 

3. Les Miniftres Plenipotentiaires ont £ deman- 
* der, et demandent la k Renonciation de Sa Majefte 
t Britannique a V Hypotheque fur la Belgique. 

Ce Pays avait ete engage pour les Emprunts faits 
par TEmpereur en Angleterre. II eft devenu Partie 

integr^wc 
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integrante de la Republique, et nc peut refter gri?ver 
tTunefemblable Hypotheque. 

Les Miniftrcs Plcnipotentiaires dc la Repuhlique 
Fran$aife prient le Lord Malmefbury d'agreer PAf- 
furance dc leur haute Consideration/ 

S (Sign^) LETOUfcNEUR. 

PLEVILLE LEPEELEY. 

HUGUES B. MARET, 
Lille, 22 Meffidor, 
JTAn 5 de la Republique 

COLCHEN. Sec. Gen. de la Legation* 

(tto. 16.D.) Tranflatidn. 

- The Miniftcrs Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
publick lofe no Time in complying with the Wi(h tki 
prefled to them by the Mmifter Plenipotentiary of 
His Britannick Majefty, by tranfmitting to him a 
Note On the Three points which were the Subjed of 
their Conference of this £>ay. 

i. They have pofnive Orders to require the Re- 
nunciation of the Title of King of France borne by 
His Britannick Majefty. 

Lord Klalmefbury is requefted to obferve that the 
Qucftion is not only of a Renunciation of the Rights 
which might be pretended to be derived from this 
Title, but further and formally of the Title itfelf. 
The Eftablifhment of the French Repyblick, and the 
Acknowledgement of this Form of Government by 
the King or England, will not v allow of his retaining 
a Title which would imply the Exiftence in France 
of an Order of Things which ,is. at an End. 
• a* The Minifters Plenipotentiary of the Republic W 
are ordered to demand the Reftitution of the Veffels 
taken or deftrbyed at Toulon. 

Great Britain has publicly and formally declared 
that thefe Veffels were taken in Truft for the King 
of France. This Truft is facred. It toconteftably 
belongs to the Republic!^ which exercifes the Rights 
#Qd the Sovereignty that Great Britain attributed to 
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Xouis XVII. at the period of the Capture of Touloft* 
His Britanniak Majefty cannot, therefore, in ac- 
knowledging the French Republick, deny its Right 
to the Reftitution required, or refufe either to make 
the Reftitution, or to offer an Equivalent for it. 

3. TThe Minifters Plenipotentiary hatfc Orders to 
demand, and do demand, the Renunciation, on the 
part, of His Britannick Majefty,. of the Mortgage on 
Belgium. ".,■'" 

That Country was mortgaged for the Loans .made 
by the Emperor in England. It has become an in- 
tegral part of the French Republic, . and .cannot re- 
main burthened with fuch a Mortgage. 

The Minifters Plenipotentiary of the Frefich Re- 
public requeft Lord Malmefbury to accept the AlTu- 
ranee of their Confideratlon. 

(Signed) LE TOURNEUR; 

PLEVILLE LE PELLEY. 

HUOUES B. MARET, 

Lille, Ie 22 Meffidor, 

jth Year of the Republick, 

(July 10, 1797. 

COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Legation 

(No. 17.) Extract of a Difpatch from Lord Grenvillo 

to Lord Malmefbury* dated Downing- 
Street, July 13, 1797, 

Wit» refpeft to the Demands contained in the 
Note tranfmitted to your Lordlhip by the French 
Minifters, they have been naturally received here 
with great Surprize. On the Subject of the Nether- 
lands as conne&ed with the Auftrian Loans, it is con- 
ceived that any Explanation between His Majefty 
and the French Government is wholly uhnecefTary. 
The Loans raifed in England for tne Service of the 
Emperor of Germany, and guaranteed by Aft of 
Parliament here, reft, as your Lordfhip will per- 
ceive, by the annexed Copy of the Convention oa 
that Subject* upon the Security of all the Revenues 
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pf all the hereditary Dominions of His Imperial Ma* 
jefty. They do not feem in any Manner to come un- 
der the Description contained in the Sixth Article of 
the Preliminaries between 'Auftria and France, re- 
fpe&ing Mortgages upon the Soil of the Nether* 
lands, on which Ground alone France could have any 
Pretence to interfere in the Bufimfs. Nor is thisv 
* Subj eft One which appears to be in any Manner a fie 
Point of Difcuffion between His Majefty ahd the 
Republick ; the King neither forms nor has any In- 
tention of forming any Demand on the French Go* 
vernment for the Payment of any Part either of the 
Intfereft or Capital of thofe Loans. It is to the Em- 
peror alone that His Majefty looks for the Perform- 
ance of his Imperial Majefty's Engagements to Him, 
and it is upon the Auftrian Government, and upon its 
Revenues, that Individuals concerned in thofe Loans 
have Claims of private Right, and Means of Per- 
gonal Demand fecured to them by the Convention. 
• On the other Two Points I have nothing to add to 
the Oblervations which your Lordlhip has already 
made upon them : And we can therefore only wait 
with Impatienee for the Anfwerto the Projet deli- 
vered by your Lordftiip, which will enable us tO'form 
a Judgment on the Intentions of the Government 
with whom we arc treating. 

Right Honourable Lord Malmefbury. 

(No. 18.) Extract of a Difpatch from Lord Malmefbury to 

Lord Grenville, dated Lifle, 16th July 1797, . 

It was at the exprefs Invitation of the French 
Plenipotentiaries that I met them on Thurfday the 
13th inftant; One of them ftated their Motive for 
wilhing to confer with me, not to be in confequencc 
of any Anfwer they had received from. Paris on the 
Subjed of the Prcjet, which he obferved could not 
be expected fo foon, but to re fume the Difctiflion on 
the Article which he had objected to on my firft 
reading the Projet 9 and On which they conceived St 
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was poffiblc and even expedient to argiie before 
we- entered on the more important Branches of the 
Negotiation. It was Article .11. that he referred to. 
He obje&ed to the Renewal of the Treaties therein 
mentioned from various Reafons ; Firft, That many 
and even moft of them were irrelevant to that wc 
were now negotiating ; Secondly, That they were in 
Contradi&ion to the new Order of Things eftablifh- 
«d in France, as they feem to imply, an Acknow- 
ledgement that a Portion of the Regal Authority is 
ftill cxifting ; Thirdly, That they might be fuppofed . 
to apply to Conventions and Stipulations, indirect 
Contracji&iori to their prefent Form of Government, 
and he quoted the Convention of Pilnitz in particu- 
lar. I was about to reply to him, and I truft in a 
Way that would have done away his Apprehenfions 
on this point, when another of them interpofed by 
faying, That their fincere and only defire was that 
the Treaty we were now entering upon might -be lo 
^framed, as to fecure permanently the Object for 
which it was intended j that no Article likely to pro- 
duce this end might be omitted, nor any doubtful one^ 
inferted ; bot that the whole,, as Well with regard 
to the pad as to the future, might be fo dearly and 
diftinftly e^preffed, that no room for Cavil might be 
left. This he affured me, in the Name of his Col- 
leagues, was all that was meant by their Objedtion 
to renew fo many Treaties in which fuch various 
Interefts were blended* and fo many Points difcuffed 
foreign td the prefent Moment. Their renewing 
them in a Lump, and without examining carefully 
to what we were pledged by them, might involve u$ 
in difficulties much better to be avoided. 1 replied, 
tKat I admitted moft certainly all he faid; and that it 
was with this View and on this principle folely^that 
the Renewal of thefe Treaties was propofed by His 
Majefty i and that if he recollefted (as he undoubt- 
edly did) the different Wars which were terminated 
by thefe Treaties, and the^many important Regula- 
. . tiona 
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t&ns ftipulated by them, he would admit that the • 
allowing them to remain -in their full Force; was (imply 
an Acknowledgement of the Tenure by which almoft 
all the Sovereigns of Europe,' ami particularly the; 
French Republick, held their Dominions up to this 
Day. That thefe Treaties were become the Law 
of Nations, and that infinite Confufion would refult 
from their not being renewed. 

He replied, that oijr Objeft was evidently the 
fame, that we only differed as to the Manner. I * 
thought the renewing thele Treaties in toto would the 
belt contribute to it; while they were inclined to 
think, that extracting from them every Thing which 
immediately rcl ted to the Interefts of the Two 

/ Countries and dating it in One Article, was more likely 
to attain this defirable Objed. "The French Mintfier 
again repeated, that their Firft Willi was, that the 
Treaty we were now making fliould be clear,- dif- 

. tinft, fohd, and lafting* and fuch a one as could not, 
at any future period, be broken through without a. 
iranifeft Violation of good Faith. And I again re- 
peated, that nothing could be fo cortfonant to my 
Orders, or the Intentions of my Royal Mafter. 

One of the French Plenipotentiaries was difpofed to- 
dwell on his Objections,, which were, that thefe 
Treaties were figned when France was a Monarchy, 
and that any Retrofpe6b to thofe Times implied a; 
Sort of Genfure on their prefent Form of Govern- 
ment; but this was arguing on fuch weak.Ground* 
and fo incapable of being ferioufly maintained, that I, 
toavoid fuperfluous Contradiction, wafc vety willing to. 
let it pafs unnoticed. After a good deal of very con- 
ciliatory, and even amicable difcuftiphj tf hich, how- % 
ever, neither Party 'gave much Way to the other, ic 
was propofed by them that we fhould return Home, to 
meet again as foon as was convenient after an atten- 
tive and deliberate perufal of the Treaties, in order to 
ftate refpe&ively our Ideas on this Subje&. . I ob- 
fcrved, that although I was perfectly prepared to da 
H 2 it 
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it at the Moment, and felralmoft bold enough to a& 
firm, that no Meafure could be devifed which would 
fo completely meet our Intentions as an unreferved 
Renewal of the Treaties they hefitated about, yet I 
was very willing to acquiefce in their Propofal, with 
this fimple Obrervation* that if any D^lay arofe from 
it, fuch Delay was imputable tQ them and not to mc. 
My words were, " J,e ne me rends pas refponfahle . 
cc des Longueurs dans lefquelles cette Dijcuffion 
" pourrait nouS entrainer." The French Minijter's 
Anfwer was, rt Si des Longueurs fervent a deter- 
« c miner des Objets qui pourraient donner lieu a des 
" Qucrelles & Tavenir, ce fera du Terns bien em- 
" ploye." It was not my Wifh to conteft this Af- 
fertion, and our Conference ended with it. 

(No. 19.) Extrafb of aDifpatch from Lord Malmfbury ta 

Lord Grcnviile, dated Lifle, July 16, 1797* 

My Lord, 

Yesterday at the Moment I was preparing^ to 
attend the Conference, in which we were to enter, 
into fuller Dtfcuffions on the litigated Subjeft of the 
Renewal of the Treaties .mentioned in the Second 
Article of the Projet, I received from the French 
Legation die inclofed paper (A), In about an Hour. 
I returned the enclofd Anfwer (B), to which I re- 
ceived the enlofed Reply (C); and I am this Mo^ 
ment come from the Conference which has taken 
phice in confequence of it. 

I began by faying, that I had folicitcd this Inter-* 
view from the fame Motive which would afluate every 
part of niy Conduft ; that I wifhed to.make my Re- 
ports not o^y correct but ponciliatory as far as de - 
pended on me, and I now was cofne in order, if 
poffible, to obtain from them fuch Comment^ and 
Explanations of the Note they font to me Yelterday, 
as would enable me, when I vtranfmitted it to my 
Court, to fecure the Negotiation from being inter- 
rupted, perhaps abruptly terminated* by the perufa 
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6f it. If f underftood it right,it meant that the Direc- 
tory requires as a fine qna non Preliminary, that every 
•thing the King has conquered from all and each of 
His Enemies fhouid be reftored, and that till. this Re- 
ftoration was confented to the Negotiation was not 
even to begin, I faid, if I was corre£t in this State-. 
ment,-and the plain Senfe of the Declaration would 
bear no other Interpretation,* I muft add that it would 
not only moft certainly prevent the Treaty from be- 
ginning, but would leave no Room for treating at 
all, fince it deprived His Majefty of every Means of 
Negotiation > for I could not fuppofe that it was ia 
their-. .Thoughts to intimate" that the Principle of 
-Treaty, as far as it related to His Majefty, was to be 
One of all Ceflion and no Compenfation, and yet 
that was preciftly the pofition in which His Majefty 
was placed by theif Note. 

One of the French Plenipotentiaries, who had let 
me proceed rather teluflantly, here ftopt me, and 
faid, that he and his Colleagues were exceedingly 
happy that I had exprefied a Willi to fee them 
before I difpatched my JVleffenger; that they wiJhed 
to allure me, that they had thought it dealing fairly 
and honorably to ftate what they had received from* 
the Directory in the very Words in which it came 
to them; that they Ihould be forry if the Declaration 
they had been directed to' make me, fhouid be of a 
Nature to interrupt, much lcfs to break off, thfc 
Negotiation; that it was the fincere Wifli of the 
Directory th$t the Negotiation Ihould proceed 
and end fuccefsfully; and that, far from fhuttiftg 
the door to further Difcuffions, they were perfectly 
ready to hear any propofals we had to make, and only 
wilhed that thefc propofals fhouid be, if poffible, 
fuch as were compatible with their moft facred En- 
gagements. I repeated what I had faid, that no 
dour was left open if His Majefty was in limine to 
reftore every Thing; v and that a Peace on thefc Con- 
ditions would* not be heard of .by the Country \ I 

obicrvedj ' 



C 54 ) 

tibferv?d, that immediately on leaving them, I ihoukt ' 
difpatch a Meffeqgej-i but what that Meflenger : 
carried would moft materially afFeft the progrefs $nd 
Iffue of the Negotiation; I therefore defired to know 
whether, in confequence of what I had heard from 
them, I might confider the ftri6t and literal Mean- 
ing of che Declaration not to be a decided Negative 
(which it certainly fecmed to imply) on all com- 
penfation whatever to be made to His Majeity, 
but that propofals tending to this Effect would be 
liftcned to. One of them anfwered, " certainly, and 
€i if they fhould be found fuch as it will be impoffible 
€< for us to admit, we will on our Side bring forward- 
4t others for your Court to deliberate on." Under 
■ this Aflbrance. which at If aft, to a certain Degree, 
- qualifies the Declaration of Yefterday, I broke up' 
the Conference. 

(No. 20. A.) Note from the French Plenipotentiaries tej 

Lord Malmefbury. 

1 Les Miniftres Plenipotentiaires de la Republique 
Francjaife ont fait paffer a leur Gouvernement le Pro- 
jet de Trairi et la Note relative, qui leur ' ont ete 
preferttes le 20 du prefent Mois, par le Miniftre Ple- 
nipotentiaire de Sa Majelte Britannique. 

lis viennent de recevoif des Communications nou- 
velles et des Ordres en confequence defqucls ils doi- 
vent faire au Lord Malmeibury la Declaration fui- 
vante. 

II cxifte dans les Traites patents, et fecrets qui 
Kent la Republique Fran$aife a fes Allies, l'Efpagne 
et la Republique Batave, des Articles portant garantie 
refpe&ive des Territoires que les Trois Puiffances. 
poffedaient avant la Guerre. Le Gouvernement 
Fran$ais, ne pouvant pas fe dejier des Engagemens. 
<ju'il a contraftes par ces Traites, etablit comme Pre- 
liminaire indifpenfable de la Negotiation pour la Paix 
avec TAngleterre, It Confentement de Sa Maijefte 
Britannique a la Reftitution dc toutes les Poffcffions 
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quelle occupe, ntfit fculement fur la Rcpubliqtfi 
Frafn$aife, mais encore et formellemcnt fur l'Efpagn* 
et la Republique Batave. { . 

En confequence, ks Miniftre$ Plenipotentiaires 
fouffignes invitent Lord Malmefbury as'expjiquer fur 
cette Reftitution, eta y confentir s'il y eft fuffifam- 
ment autorife ; fi non, et dans le Cas contraire a en- 
voyer un Courier £ fa Gour pour e» obtenir ks Pou- 
voirs neceffaircs. 

1/Objet de la Conference cjui deVoit ayoi'r lieu ce 
Jour, fe trouvant neceffairement ajoupe par I'EfTcc 
de la Declaration ci-deffus, Les fyjiniftres; Plcmpo- 
tentiairesrde la Republique ont a temoigner au Lor$ 
. Malmefbufy le Regret qu ? ils eprouvent de inanquer 
cette Occalion qii'ils avaient rccherchee de s'entrete-* 
nir'avec lui: Au furplus, dans le Cas ou le Lord 
Malmefbury auroit quelque Communication a ltur 
faire; ils le prient * de croire qu'ils fe ,font v toujours 
emprefles de te recevoir et de 1'entendre quand il le 
j ugera a propos, 

lis le prient en meme Terns d'agreer de nouycau- 
• l'Affurance de leur haute Confxderation. 

(Signe) ' ' LE TOTRNEUR. 

, . . * ' ".' PLEVILLE LE PELLEY. 

' HUGUES BvMARET. 
Lille, 27 Meflidor, 
l'An 5 de la Republique* 

COLCHEN, Sec. N Gen.de la Legation^ 

{No, 20. A.) Tranflation. , 

The Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Re* 
publick have tranfmitted to their Gpyeniment the 
Project of ?he Treaty, and the Note relating thereto, 
which were delivered to them .the 20th of the prefent 
Month, by the Minifter Plenipotentiary of His Bri- 
tannick Majefty. 

They 
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" They have juft received frefh Communications and 
Orders, which require that they (hould make the fol* 
iowing Declaration to Lord Malmefbury. 

There exiftin the Public and Secret Treaties, by 
which the French Republic is bound to its Allies, 
Spain and the Batavian Republick, Articles by which 
the Three .Powers refpeftively guarantee the Terri- 
tories poffeffed by each of them before the War. 

The French Government, unable to detach itfelf 
from the Engagements which it has contra&ed by 
thefe Treaties, eftablifhes, as an indifpenfable Preli- 
minary of the Negotiation for the Peace with Eng- 
land, the Confent of His Britannick Majefty to the 
Reftitution of all the Poflcffions which He occupies, 
not only from the French Republick, but further and 
formally of thofe of Spain and the Batavian Repub- 
lick. 

' In confequence, the Underfigned Minifters Pleni- 
potentiary requeft Lord Malmefbury to explain him- 
fclf with regard to this Reftitution, and to confent 
to it, if lie is' Efficiently authorized to do fo \ if not, 
and in the contrary Cafe, to fend a Meflenger to his 
Court, in order to procure the neceffary Powers. 

The Objeft of the Conference which was to have 
taken plaee to Day being neceflarily delayed by the 
Purport of the aoovementioned Declaration, the Mi- 
nifters Plenipotentiary "of the Republick have to ex- 
prefs to Lord Malmelbury the Regret that they feel 
in lofing this Opportunity of conVerfing together, 
which they had themfelves folicited;.-— out in cafe 
Lord Malmefbury Ihould have any Communication 
tq make to them, they beg him to believe that they 
will always be happy to receive him, and to liften to 
him, whenever he may think it proper. 
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They rcqucft him, at the fame Time, to aesept 
anew the Affurances of their high Confideration. 
(Signed) LETOURNEUR. 

PLEVILLE L£ PELLEY* 

HUGHES B. MARRT. 

. Lifle, 27thMeflidor, . 
5 Year pf the Republick. 

(July 15, 1797,) .v 

, COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Legation. 

(No. 21. B.) Note from Lord Malmefbury to the French 

Plenipotentiaries, 

Le Miniflre Plenjpotentiaire de Sa Majefte Bri- 
tannique a prcte 1' Attention la plus ferieufe a la Note, 
en Date de ce Matin, qu'il vient de recevoir de la 
Part des Miniftres Plenipotentiaires de la Republique 
Fran<jaife. 

II n'hefite pas a leur declarer que fes Inftruftions 
ne rautorifent nullement a- adrnettre, comme Prin- 
cipe Treliminaire, celui que leur Daclaration parait 
vouloir etablir: Cependant, etant perfuade que fon 
premier Devoir eft, de ne renoncer a TEfpoir d'unc 
Conciliation que lorfqu'il aura epuife tous les Moy- 
eris d'y arriver, et voulant ecartcr, dans le Rapport 
qu'il aura* faire a fa Cour> fur un Objetaufli impor- 
tant, la Poffibilite dejoute Mefmtelligence, il leur 
demandera pour Demain, et a PHeure qui pourra 
leur convenir, une Conference, a la fuite de laquellc 
il fe propofe d'expedier un Courier a fa .Cour. 

II prie les Miniftres" Plenipotentiaires de la Repub- 
fique Francaife d'agreer le;s Affurarjces de fa haute 
Confideration. 

(Singe) MALMESBURY, 

A Lille, ce 15 Juillet 1797. 

(Notear. B.) , Tranflation. 

The Minifter Plenipotentiary of His Britannick 
Majcfty has given the moft feriou? Attention to the 
Note dated thi* Morning, which he has received 
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from the Miniftcrs Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republick. 

He has no Helitation in declaring to them, that 
his Inftru&ions by no Means authorize him to admit;, 
as a preliminary Principle, that which their Declara- 
tion feems intended to eftablifli : Neverthetefs, being 
perfuaded that it is his firft Duty not to give up the 
Hopes of Conciliation until he fhall fhall have ex- 
haufted every Means of obtaining it, and being an- 
xious, to avoid, in the Report which he fhall have to 
make to his Court, the poffibility.df Mifunderftanding 
on a Subjeft of fuch Importance, he propofes to them 
a Conference for To-morrow, at the Hour mod 
convenient to them, after which it is his Intention to 
diifpatch a Meffenger to his Court. 

He requefts the Minifters Plenipotentiary of tlie 
French Republic to accept the Affurance of his high 
Confide ration. 

(Signed)* MALMESBURY. 

Lille, 15th July, 1797. 

(No. 22. C.) Note from jlie French Plenipotentiaries t& 

Lord Malmefbury. 

Les Miniftres Plenipotentiaires de la Republique 
Fran^oife, s'erjipreflent d'acceder au Defir que Ieur 
temoigne le MihiLtre Plenipotcatiaire de. Sa Majefte 
Britannique, de confercr avec eiix fur TObjet de la 
Note qu'ils lui ont adreflee ce Jour. J . 

lis ont en confequence THonneur de lui propofer 
de fe rendre Demain, a onze Heures du. Matin, au 
Lieu ordinaire des Conferences, 

lis le prient <Xagceer J'Affurance de Ieur hautQ 
confideration. 

(Signe) ' LE TOURNEUR. 

PLEVILLE LE PELLEY. 
HUGUES B. MARET. 
Lille, le 27 Meffidor, 
An 5 de la Republique, 
une et ifldiviiible. 

COLCHEN, Sec. C?en, de la Legation, 

(No. 
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(No. 22. Q.) Tranflatien. 

The Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
publick lofe no' Time in acceding to the Defire ex- 
prefled by thelMinifter Plenipotentiary of His Bri- 
tannick Majefty, of, conferring with them on the 
Subjed of the Note which they addrefled to 'him 
this Day. , 

They have in conference the Honour of pro- 
pping to him to meet To-morrow Morning at 
Eleven o'Clock, at the ufual place of Conference, 

They requeft him to accept the Aflurances of 
their high Confideration. / < - ' 

(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 

PLEVILLE LE PELLEY, 
HUGUES B. MARET. 
Lifle, the 27th Meffidor, 
5th Year of the Republic!*, 
one arid indivifible. 
(J" ! y »5> 1797-) 

CQLCHEN. Sec, Gen. of the' Legation. 

(?fo- 23.) Copy of a Difpatch from Lord Grenville to 

Lord Malmefbury, dated Downing Street,, 
July 20, 1797. 
My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's Difpatches by the Mefienger 
Prefiins, were received here on the 17 th Inftant, at 
Night, and I loft no Time in receiving His Majefty's 
Commands on the very important Subject ot your 
Letter, No. 9. 

I am n\uch concerned to be under the Neceflity 
of remarking, that the Claim brought forward in the 
Note transmitted ■ to your Lordihip , by the French 
Plenipotentiaries, is in itfelf fo extravagant, and fo 
little t'6 be reconciled either with the former Profef- 
{ions of thofe Minifters, pr with their Conduct in the 
previous Stages of the Negociatiori,that it'affotds the 
ftrongeft Prefumption of a Determination to preclude 
all Means of Accommodation. If fur his ually 'ie 
Determination of the Directory, nothing can remain 
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for this Country but to'perfevere in oppofing, with" 
an Energy and Spirit proportioned to the Exigency, a 
Syftem which muft tend to perpetuate a State of War 
and Civil Tumult in every Part of Europe. 

The natural Step upon the prefent Occafion 
would therefore have been to direft your Lordfliip 
to terminate at once a Negotiation, which, on the 
Footing now propofed by the Enemy, affords, neither 
the Hope nor fhe Means of any favourable Conclu- 
fion. Nothing being left ( for Treaty, where, as a 
Preliminary Step, one Party is required to concede 
every Thing, and all compenlation from the other 
is abfolutely and at once precluded. His Majefly's 
Servants have, however, obferved, that in the Con- 
clufion of your Lordihip's Conference with the 
French Plenipotentiaries on the Subjeft of the Note 
in Queftion, the Prefident of that Million informed 
your Lordfhip, that it was not intended, to refift all 
. Compenfation for the immenfe Extent ofReftitution 
demanded from HJs Majefty, apd for the other obvi- 
ous circum fiances of difadvantage to this Country 
in the Situation of Europe, as refulting from the 
War; and even added, that he and his Colleagues 
would eventually bring forward Propofals on this 
Head for the Deliberation of the King's Govern- 
ment. It appeared poffible that fome Advantage 
might perhaps arife to the great Objedt of Peace, 
from grounding on this Declaration a further Pro- 
. ceeding, fuch as might afford to the Directory (if 
they are fo difpofed) the Mejins of replacing the 
Negotiation on a more pradticablc Footing. With 
the View therefore of leaving nothing . untried 
which car) contribute to reftore Peace on any fuitable 
Terms, His Majefty has be?n pleafed to direft that 
your Lordfhip fhould for that Purpofe afk another 
Conference with the French. Plenipotentiaries. In 
this Conference your Lordfhip will remark in fuch 
Terms as the Occafion muft naturallv fuggeft to you . 
ijpon the indefenfible Spirit . and Tendency of the 
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Demand now made by France. You will obferye 
that France, treating in Conjun&ion with her Allies, 
and, in their Name, cannot with any Pretence of 
Juftice and Fairnefs, oppofe her treaties with them as 
an Obftacle in the Way of any reafonable Propofal 
of Peace in which they are to be included. In a fe- 
parate, Negotiation, to which they were not parties, 
fuch a plea might, perhaps, have been urged; but 
in that cafe France would have been bound to offer, 
from her own Means, that Compenfation which (he 
did not/ think herfdf at Liberty to engage to obtain 
from her Allies. And fuch was, in Fad, as your 
Lordfhip muff remember, the Principle 6n which 
His Majefty offered to treat lead Year, when he was ' 
really bound, by Engagements to Auftria, fimilar to 
thofe which are now alledged by France. But it 
never can be allowed that Trance, Spain, and Hol- 
land, negotiating jointly fgr a Peace with Great Bri- 
tain, can fet up, as a Bar to our juft Demands, the 
Treaties between themfelves, from which they are 
at onceable to releafe each other whenever they think 
fit. 

You will further remark, that even if, contrary 
to all Reafon, fuch a Principle could for a Moment 
have been admitted on our Part, ftill even that Prin- 
ciple, inadmiffible as it is, could only apply to pub- 
lic Treaties, known to thofe, who agreed to be go- 
verned by them, and not to fecret Articles, unknown 
even to the French Plenipotentiaries, or concealed 
by One of them from the Knowledge of the. others. 

You will add in explicit, though not offenfive 
Terms, that the Whole of this Pretence now fet up 
by France is incont^ftably frivolous and illufory; 
being grounded on a Suppofition of a State of Things 
diredtly contrary to that which is known really to 
exift. It being perfectly notorious that both Spain 
and Holland, fo far from wifhing to , continue the 
War, were compelled by France to engage in it, 
greatly againft their pwn Wifhess and to undertake, 
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without the Means of fupporting it, a Contefl: fa 
which they had nothing to gain, and every Thing to 
lofc. It neVcr therefore can be allowed to be a 
Queftion of any poflible Doubt, but that the Direc- 
tory, if they really wifh it, muft already have pb- 
caine-d, orcould at any Moment obtain, the Confenjc 
of thofe Powers to fuch Terms of Peace as have beep 
propofed by His Majefty. If, however, France, from 
any Motive of Intereft or Engagement, is in Truth 
defirous to procure for them the Reftirution of Pof- 
feffion$ which they were unable to defend, and have 
170 Means to reconquer, the Project delivered by 
you£ Lordfhip afforded an Opening for this : thofp 
Articles having been fo drawn as to leave it to France 
to provide a Compertfation to His Majefty, cither out 
of her own Colonies, or out of thofe of her Allies, 
refpe&ively conquered by His Majefty ? s Arms. The 
Choice between thefe Alternatives may be left to thp 
Directory j .but to refufe doth is, in other Words, to 
refufe all Compenfation. This is neverthelefs ex- 
prefsly declared not to be the Intention of thole with 
whom you treat. It is therefore neceffary that your 
Lprdlhip fhould demand from them a Statement of 
the Propofals, which, as they informed you, they 
have to make, in order to do away this apparent 
£onttadiftion, which the King's Servants are wholly 
unable to reconcile by any Suggeflion of theirs, even 
if it Mere fitting and reaibnable for them,to bring for- 
ward any new Propofals immediately after the detailed 
Projedt which was delivered on the Part of this 
pountry at the Outfet of the Negotiation. 

Since that Project is lioe acceded to, we have evi- 
dently, and on every Ground, a Right to txpefit a 
Counter Projeft, equally full and explicit on the Part 
of the Enemy. You will therefore Hate to the. 
trench Minifters diftinftly, that the only Hope of 
bringing this Bufinefs to a fayourable Conclqfion, is 
by their ftating at once plainly, and without Referve, 
the Whole of whait they have to afk, inftead of bring- 
• ■ ■ - . . ng . 
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ing forward feparate Points one after the other, not 
only contrary to the avowed Principle of the' Nego- 
tiation propofed by themfelves, but, as it .'appears, 
even contrary to the Expe&ation of the Minifters 
themfelves who are emplbped on the Part of France. 
There can be no Pretence for refilling a Compliance 
with this' Demand, if the Plenipotentiaries of France 
are. difpofed to forward the Objeft of Peace : And 
fhe obtaining fuch a Statement from them is, as I 
have before ftated to your Lordfhip, a Point . of fo 
much fmportance^ in any Courfe which this Nego- 
tiation may take, that it is the King's Pleasure that 
your Lordfhip Ihould ufe eyery poffible Endeavour 
to prevent their eluding fo juft a Demand. 

After what has palled, it is, I fear, very doubtful 
. whether fuch a Counter Proj^ft would be framed on 
Principles fuch as could be admitted here ; but it 
would at all Events place the Bufinefs on its real Iffue,. 
and bring diftinftly into Queftiort the feveral Points 
on which the ConcHifion of Peace, 1 or the Prolonga- 
tion of War, will really depend. ' 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRENVILLE. 

Right Honourable Lord Malmefbury. 

(No. 24.) Copy of a Difpatch from Lord Grcnville to 

Lord Malmefbury, dated Downing-Street, 
July 20, 1797. 

My Lord, 

There are Two feparate^ Poirfts on which it is ne- 
ceflary for me to lay a few Words .to your Lordfhip, 
in Addition to the Inftru&ions in my other Difpatch, 
on the General Siibjedt of the Negociation. 

The Firfl relates to the Aflertion of One of the 
French Minifters, that the Portuguefe Ships and 
Troops were at Toulon. The Faft is very immate- 
rial as to any Conclufion that could be drawn from 
it, to affeS: the Situation or juft' Claims of the Court 
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of Lifbon ; bccaufc your Lordfhip well knows, that 
it is a Principle univerfally recognized in the public 
Law of Europe, that when One of the Parties, in a 
Defenfive Alliance, fiirnilKes to his Ally the flipulated 
Succours, thofe Succours remain entirely at the Dif- 
pofal of the requiring Party, to be employed where- 
ever he fhall judge proper, fubjeft only to the Li- 
mitations of the Treaty which before exifted; and if 
the Amount of thofe Succours is not encreafed be- 
yond that engaged for, nor the Means of ufing them 
extended by new Facilities, the Party furnifhing the 
flipulated Afliftance is not underftood to violate the 
Laws of Neutrality. 

But the Fad, in this Cafe, would not bear out the 
Aflertion, even if the Argument to be drawn from 
it were more conclufive. The Troops of Her Moft 
» Faithful Majefty having been, as I apprehend, no 
otherwife employed than in the Two Campaigns car- 
ried on by Land, upon the Southern Part of the 
Frontiers of France and Spain; 
, The other point relates to what was faid to your 
Lordfhip about the Treaty of Pilnitz. It would 
certainly not require much Argument to prove that 
the Renewal of feveral Treaties enumerated by 
Name and Date, and the lateft of which was con- 
cluded in 1783, does not imply a Renewal* of ano- 
ther Treaty fuppofed to be concluded in 1791. But 
what i$ more material po the prefent Cafe is, that 
your Lordfhip fhould take this Opportunity to ex- 
plain, in the moft diftinft and unequivocal Terms, 
that if any fecret Treaty was in fad concluded at 
the Interview at Pilnitz, between the late Emperor 
and the King of Pruflia (which is, to fay the lead, 
very doubtful in point of Faft), this at lead is cer- 
tain, that His Majefty was no Party to fuch Treaty 5 
and not only was not then included in it, but has ne- 
ver fince ad/iered to it, nor even been apprized of 1 
its Contents. The publick Declaration which ( wa$ 
made at that Interview, Ibcws on the Face of it that 
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His Majefty was no party to it \ and it is, indeed, 
notorious that it applied to Circumftances which 
were done away long before the War broke out- be- 
tween Auft'ria and France, and that the lubfequent 
Negotiations for the Maintenance of Peace between 
thofe Powers turned on points wholly diftinft from 
tliofe fuppofed to have bees referred to in the pre- 
tended Treaty of Pilnitz. 

This Explanation, however little connefted with 
the prefent Negotiation, feems to be called for by 
the Allufion made* to you upon the Subjeft -, and, 
indeed, on % point on which fo much Mifreprefenta- 
tion has prevailed, it is ufeful not to omit the Op- 
portunity of flaring the Fafts as they really are. 
, I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRENVILLE. 

Right Honourable Lord Malmefbury. 

j(No.*25.) % Extraft of a Difpatch from Lord Malmef- 

bury to Lord. Grenville, dated Lifie, 
25th, July 1797. 

My Lord* 

I have the Honour \o acknowledge your Lord- 
fliip's Difpatches, No. 19 and 20, of the 20th inft. 
which were delivered to me on Saturday the 22d 
* inft. by the Meffengtr Major. 

It was impoflible that the Claim brought forward 
in the Note inclofed in my No. 9, could have pro- 
duced on your Lordlhip's Mind any Impreffion dif- 
ferent from that which you defcribe, and I am happy 
to find that the Condud I obferved, when it was 
firft delivered to me, was fuch as put it in my power 
to- execute with great Confiftency the fpirited In- 
flru&ions your Lordfliip now fends me. 

Immediately on the 1 Arrival of the Meffenger, I 
propofed an Interview with the French Plenipoten- 
tiaries, and we met on Sunday the 23d, at One P. M. 

K I could 
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I could not obey His Majefty*s Orders, in a Man- 
ner more likely to command Attention, -and to im- 
prefs thofc who heard me with -a juft Scnfc of * the 
Mixture of Firmnefs and Moderation with which* 
v His Majefty was pleafcd to condudt this important 
Negociation, than by employing not only the Sub - 
fhuice,- but ias far as wa^prafti cable in Conven- 
tion, the very Words of your Lordfhip's Difpatch, - 
Nb. 1 9 ; and if I fhould attempt to relate minutely 
what I myfelf faid in this Conference, it would in 
Fa& be little more than a Repetition of them. 

I began by obferving, that I was certain the French 
Plenipotentiaries muft be fully prepared for what I 
now had- it in Command to. fay : I reminded tKenv 
that I had taken upon me to affirm whdn we were 
laft.afl&nbled, and immediately before I difpatched 
my Meffenger, that the requiring fach a Preliminary 
as that propofed in the Note, was putting an End at 
once ta all Negotiation, and that I was fure Peace 
'oa.fuch Terms would not be heard of; that the 
Orders I was then about to communicate to them 
would prove that I had not made this Aflertion lightly, 
ox in confequence of any hafty Opinion of my own,- 
at the fame- Time that it would alfo appear that my 
Royal Matter was as anxioulty and as fincerely inclined 
to;Hften to aH' reafooable and admiflible Conditions, 
gs He iyas determined to reptl and rejeft all fuch as 
were of an oppofite D^fcripfion. I then, my Lord, 
took up my Arguments on the precife Grounds fet 
forth in your Lordfhip's, No."i 9. I neither omitted 
in^ Thing* nor inferted any Thing of ray own, which 
could- at utt alter its Spirit ; and I onty varied ffom 
the Letter iriafmuch as was neceffary to make 'it ap-: 
plieableta a Conference. 

., My Firft Objeft was to ftatt, in as forcible a wajP 
as<poffible, the utter Iftadmiffibility.of the Pretention 
fit forth inthe Note, the frivolous and illufory Rea* 
ibns-alledged for-bringing it forward, and I obfetved 
thrty if it was perfevered io; it myft be lead to this 
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iieceffaiy Conchifion,- that there did ; exift -when* it 
was framed an Intention on the £art of the Direc- 
tory. to: break off the Negotiation in the Outfet Mjr 
Second Object in point of Reafoning, though a very 
primary One in point of Importance, was. either t& 
prevent the Negotiation breaking off at all, or if this 
was not to be prevented, to endeavour to be fo clear ^ 
and .explicit in my Language, and to draw the Line 
fo diftin&ly between fuch Sacrifices as.Jiis Majefty- . 
might be inclined to make in order to reftore fc» 
great a Bleffing as Peace, and thofe to which the 
Dignity of His Crown and Interefl: of His Subje&s- 
would never allow him to attend, as to make it inv* 
poffiWe that by any future Cavil or Subterfuge the 
Interruption of the Treaty, if unfortunately it (hould 
be interrupted, could be imputed to any other Caufe 
than the exorbitant demands of the French Govern-* 
ment ; and .the better to infure this purpofe, I ex* 
-plained to them that His Majefty having already in 
a detailed Projet ftated freely and fully His Condi-* 
tions, and thefe Conditions having been at once re- 
jected by a fweeping Claim on the Part of the French 
Government, .it was not fitting or reafonable, neither 
Could it be expedted that any new Propofals fhould 
originate with His Majefty : And that on every 
Ground the King had a Right to exped; a Centre* 
Projet from them, ftating at, once plainly and with- 
out Referve the Whole of what they had to afk, ih- 
ftead of bringing forward feparate points, One after 
another, dire&ly contrary to the principle on which 
we had agreed to' begin the Negotiation, and which, 
from' their being infulated; could only tend to pro- 
tract arui impede its progreft. 

On the Fir.ft Point, on the Inadmiffibility of the 
preliminary Conditions as propofed by the French 
Government, One of the French Plenipotentiaries faid, 
it was impoflible for them to do more that to take it 
for Reference, that the Inftructions they had received 
when the Directory fent them the Noie, were precife 
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and pofitive, and that they had 4 received none fince. 
He therefore had on that Point fimply to rcqueft of 
me, that I would ftate in Writing the feveral Grounds 
on which His Majefly rejc&ed this Propofition, in, 
order that the Report tranfmitted by them to the 
Directory might be corredt; and he allured me, that 
if I did not think it proper to put in Writing all the 
Arguments Ihad ufed to them in the. Conference, 
they would have no Scruple of employing thofc I 
omitted in ftich a Way as was the beft calculated to 
give them Weight, and to ufe tbq French Minifier** 
own Expreffion, to place the Negociation once more 
on its Legs. 

In regard to the Second Point, he had no hcfitation 
in agreeiug with me, that the beft Method, and in- 
deed the only One, which could accelerate the Whole 
of the Bufinefs, was for them to give in a Ccntrk- 
Projety neither did he attempt to difprove our perfeft 
Right to expeft One from them before we made any 
new Propofals. But he faid, that it was not neceffary 
for him to obferve that as long as they were bound by 
their Inftruftions not to give way on the Propofition, 
Ihad now fo decidedly reje&ed, that it was impof- 
fible for them to move a Seep without new Orders 
from the Dire&ory - y ,that they would afk for thefe 
Orders immediately, and lofe no time in acquainting 
me when they were received. ' 

I oVfovedy *that in our laft Conference 'he had in- 
timated to me they were empowered to come to fome 
Explanation with me on the Subjeft of Compenfa- 
tion to be made to His Majefty for the great Ceffions 
he was difpofed to make * that, at the time, I con- 
ceived thefe Explanations were of a Nature to quali- 
fy the wide claim dated in the Note, and that if I 
had abftained from preiing him further at the mo.- 
ment, it was frpm perceiving a Relu&ance on" their 
Part to bring them forward :— -That, however, if 
they really had fuch Propoials to make me, aind if 
they were o£ a Nature to meet in Subfta&ce and Ef- 
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fc£t the Bafis laid down in the Projet I had given, I 
Ihould be well difpofed to liften to them. 

One of the French Minifiers ik after forrie Hefitatibri 
and a Sort of filent Reference to One of his Colleagues, 
feid he thought as Matters now flood, it would be 
much better to wait their Anfwer from Paris : — That 
it was a very important period, a Crifis in the Nego- 
tiation, theRefult of which probably woulld be con-* 
clufive as to its Fate, and that it feemed to be of 
more Confequencc to make this Refult as conform- 
able to what he hoped I was convinced ^ere as much 
their Wilhes as mine, than to wafte our Time in Dif- 
cuffions which were ufelefs, not to fay more, till this 
was afcertained. 

I confined myfelf in my Reply to faying, Ihad no 
Obje&ion whatever to giving to the French Plenipo* 
tentiaries a paper, ftating the ftrong Motives on 
which His Majefty rejefted the propofition made in 
their Note of the 15th ; arid that as I, on my part, 
had confidered it a Duty to make my Reports as 
conciliatory as was confident with Truth and Cor- 
refhiefs, fo I heard with great pleafure the Affur- 
ances he gave me of their intending to obferve the 
fame Line of Conduft. 

That as we feemed perfedly. agreed as to the pro- 
priety of their producing a Contre-Prcjet, I had no- 
thing to fay on that point, except to exprefs my moft 
fincere Wifh that it would foon appearand when it 
did appear, be fucb a one as would lead to a fpeedy 
and iatisfadtory Conclufion of the Negotiation. 

Hight Honourable Lord Grepville. 

(No. 26.) Jtfote from Lord hlalmefbury to the French 

Plenipotentiaries. 

Lj Miniftre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majefte Britaq- 
jiique a fait pafler a Sa Cour la Note qui Jui a e:e re- 
mifele 15 dece Mois par les Miniftres Plenipotenti- 
aires de la RepUblique Fran$aife, et ayant re$u ies 
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Grclrcs dn Roi foil Makre a ce Sujet, -il s^mprefie 
dc leur re-itererpar ecrit, confbrmement au Defir 
qu'ils lui en ont temoigne, les Reflexions fuivant.es, 
qu'il lcur a deja expofees de vive Voix d'apres fes 
Inftrudtions les plus pofitives. 

II obferve d'abord, que demander, " com me Pre- 
" liminaire indifpenfable de la Negotiation pour la 
f c Paix avec 1'Anglcterre, le Confentement de Sa 
* c Majefte Britapnique a la Reftitution de toutes les 
<c PoflefOons qu* clle occupe, non feulemeht fur la 
," Repi^blique Fran§aife, mais encore et formelle-: 
€< ment fur TEfpagne et kr Republique Ba^ave/* 
e'eft vpuloir etablirune Condition prealable qui ex-: 
clut toute Reciprocite ; refufe au Roi toute Compen~ 
jation s et ne laiffe aucun Objet dc Negociation ulte- 
rieure. 

Que la Republique Fran$aife, autorifee par fes 
^Allies a negocier en leur Nom £t fot-mellement les 
Articles de la Paix, ne fauroit oppofer fes Traites 
partiels avec Eux a des Propofitions raifonnables $ 
purfqu'il eft reconnu, que les Parties contra&antes 
confervent toujours le Pouvoir de modifier, d'ufl 
^onfentertient mutuel, les conditions auxquelles Elles 
fe feront relpe&ivement engagees, toutes les fois que 
leurslnterets communs pourront Fexiger 5 — par con- 
iequcnt, la Propofition faire au Roi d'une'Reftitution 
generale et gratuite, comme Preliminaire indifpenfa- 
ble, fuppoferaitnecefiairement a Sa Majefte Catholi- 
Xjue eta la Republique Batave, des Difpofitions bu*n 
moins pacifiques que celles qui aniroent la Republic 
que Frangaife. 

Que d'ailleurs, d'apres ce qui s'eft pafle dans les 
premieres Conferences, le Lord Malmefbury a tou- 
jours cru devoir s'attendre a ce que le Roi fan 
Maitre fut compenfe des Sacrifices qu'il etait porte 
k faire pour la Paix, par la Confervation d'une Partic 
de Ses Conquetes; et il pouvoit d'autant moins pr£- 
yoir quelque Obftacle & POccafion des Articles Se- 
crets dps Traites qui lient la Republique Fran^aife, 
1 , que 
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que lc Principe de Compenfation fut reeonrm par une 
Declaration formelle et pofitive fake au Norn du 
Dire&oire Executif, et communiquee dans une Note 
Pfficielle en Date du 27 Novetnbre ij<)6, Declara- 
tion pofterieure.a la Confe&ion de ces Trait6s. 

C'etiit done a fin d'applanir autant que poffible 
toutes les Difficult^ que dans le Projet du Traite 
que- le Lord Malmefbury a remis aux Miniftres Pie- 
nipotentiaires de la Republique Fraa^aife, pnlaifla a 
la France 1' Alternative d'etablir cette Compenfation 
fur fes propres Poffeflions, ou fur celles de les Allies; 
— Or, le Refus abfolu de cette Alternative, paraic 
ccarterle feul Moyen poffible de concilier tous les 
Inctrets, et d'arriver a une Paix jufte, honorable, et 
pcrmanente. 

Le Lord Malmefbury, perfuade que telle ne 
fauroit etre Tlnxention du Gouvernement Fran^ais, 
efpere d'apres les Raifons qu'il vient de leur expofer, 
qu*on ne continuera pas a infifter iur une Condition k 
la quelle Sa Majefte Britannique ne pourra aucune- 
mentSe preter. 

U prie de nouveau les Miniftres Plenipotentiaires 
de la Republique Frangaife c^agreer les Affurances 
de fa haute Consideration. 

• • - - ' (Signe) MALMESBURY. 

A Liflc^ce 240* Juliet 1797. 

(No. 26.) Tranflation. 

The Minifter Plenipotentiary of His Britannicfc 
Majefty has ttaflfmitted to his Court the Note which 
was delivered to him the 15th of this Month, by the 
Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic* 
and haying received the Orders of the King his* 
Mafter, on this Subject, he haftens to repeat to them* 
in Writing, conformably to the Defire which- they 
have exprefled to him, the following Reflections^ 
which he had already ftated to them verbally, in con- 
fequence ofjiis moft pofitive Inftrudtions. 

He 
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He obferves, in the firft Place, that to require 
** As an indifpenfable Preliminary of Negociation 
<c for Peace with England, the Confent of His Bri- 
,c tannick Majeftv to the formal Reftitution of all 
cc the Poflcffions whifch he occupies, as well thofe of 
S( the French Republick, as further and formally 
" thofe of Spain and the Batavian Republick," is to 
y/ilh to eflablifh a previous Condition, which ex- 
cludes all Reciprocity, refufes to the King all 'Com- 
penfation, and leaves no Obje6t of ulterior Negocia- 
tion. 

A That the French Republic, formally authorized 
by its Allies to negociate the Articles of Peace in 
their Name, cannot fairly fet up its partial Treaties 
Avith them, in Oppofiaon to reafonable JPropofais of 
Peace, fince it is univerfally underftood that the 
Contracting Parties always preferve . the Power to 
modify, by mutual Confent, the Conditions by which 
they may be engaged to each other, whenever their 
common Interefts may require it : — Confequently, 
the Propofition made to the King of a general and 
gratuitous Reftitution as an indifpenfable Preliminary, 
would neceffarily impute to -his Catholick Majefty> 
and to the Batavian Republick, Difpofitions far left 
pacifick than thofe which animate the French Re- 
publick. 

That moreover in confequence of what paffed in 
the firft Conferences, Lord Malmefbury has always 
thought himfelf entitled to expert that the King His 
Jtfafter would find a Compenfation for the Sacrifices 
Jie was ready to make for Peace, by retaining a Part 
of His Conquefts -, and He was the lefs able to for- 
fce any Obftacle, on account of the Secret Articles 
Qf tfie Treaties which bind the French Repubiick, 
^s the Principle of Compenfation was acknowledged 
by a formal and pofitive Declaration, made in the 
Name of the Executive Dire&ory,, and communi- 
cated in an Official Note, dated the 47th of Novem- 
ber, 
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ber 17965 a Declaration, pofterior to the Completion 
of thole Treaties. 

It was, therefore, in order to remove, as much 'as 
poffible, every Difficulty that, in the Projeft of 5 
Treaty, which Lord Malmefbury has delivered to the 
Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Republick, 
the Alternative was left to France to fettl£ this Com- 
pcnfation on its own Pofieffions, or on khofe of its 
Ailks : But the abfolute Refufal of f this Alternative 
'appears to do away the only poffible Means of conci- 
liating every Intereft, and of arriving at an honour- 
able, juft, and permanent Peace, 

Lord Malmefbury, perfuaded that fuch cannot be 
the Intention of the French Government, hopes, 
that in confequence of the Reafons herein, ftatfed, a 
Condition will not be infifted upon, to which His 
Britaiin^ck Majefty can by no Means confent. 

He again requefts the Minifters Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republick to accept the Affurances of 
his high Confideration. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 

Lifle, 214th July, 1797. 

(No. 27.) Extraflr of a Difpatch Rom Lord Malmefbury 

to Lord Grenville, dated Lifle, Sunday* 
Ai^guft 6th, 1797. 

My Lord, 

' I fully expe&ed, when I received the inclofed Note 
on Friday, that the Conference propofcd was jto ac- 
quaint me with the Inftru&ions the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries had received from the Dite&ory, on the 
Note I had given in near a Fortnight ago, as an 
Anfwer to that in which the Reftitution of the Whole 
of His Majefty's Conquefts from each of His Enemies 
is required as an indifpenfabie Preliminary to all Ne- 
gotiation. 

I was therefor^ lurprifed and difappointed, when I , 
had taken my Place at the Conference, to hear from 
the French* Plenipotentiaries that the Letters they 

; • L had 
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had received that Morning from Paris did not bring 
any fpecifick Reply to my laft Note, but only went 
to inform them that the Directory had taken the 
Subjcdt into their moft ferious Confideration, and 
would acquaint them as foon as poflible with the Re- 
fult. - . 

I could not avoid expreffing my Concern and , 
Surprife that there exiftcd any Hefitation whateyer 
in the Mind of the Dire&oryon a Point, which*" 
although a very important, Was certainly a very fimple 
one : — That to allow it to remain in Doubt whether 
His Majefty was to have any Compenfation, or, 
not, was in other Words to leave it in Doubt 
whether the Directory finccrely meant Peace or not : 
•^—And that, although I was very far from wiftiiug 
for any improper Hafte, or not to move in a Matter 
of fuch Magnitude without becoming Prudence and . 
Deliberation, yet I could not forbear lamenting that 
,more than a Month had now elapled without our 
having advanced a fingle Step, notwichftanding His . 
Majefty had, in the very Outfetof the Negotiation, 
manifefted a Moderation and Forbearance unprece- 
dented under fimilar Circumftances : — T*hat anxious 
as I was not to prejudice it by any Reprefentations • 
of mine, I muft fay, this Delay placed me in a very 
aukward Pofition, as I really did not perceive how I 
could account for it in a Way at all fatisfa&qry, at 
the fame Time that it was quite impoflible for rae 
to' fuffer a longer Space of Time to pafs over with* 
out wrising to my Court. 

One of the French Plenipotentiaries exprefled his 
earneft Wiih that I would write immediately; he was 
confident this Delay would be feen in its true light j 
and added, cc Si nous n*avan§ons pas a pas de Geant> 
'Vj'cfpere que nous marchons d'un pas fur,"-~And 
another of them repeated this Phrafe. 

I exprefled my fincere Hope this might be the 
Cafe, but it would have been much better proved. by 
the Communication of the Counter Projca; theyJiad . 
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in a Manner pledged themfelves to procure, than by: 
any vague and indeterminate Affurances of what 
might poflibly be the Refult of the prefent Sufpeh- 
fiori of all Bufinefs. They obferved to me, that the . 
Counter Projeft would of courfe.be (virtually) con- 
tained in their next Inftru&ions, and that their only 
Motive for wifhing to fee me was, to convince me 
that this Delay had neither originated with them, 
nor been oqcafioned at Paris by any Want of Atten- 
tion to this important Bufinefs, or from any Caufe 
not immediately and clofely ^onne&ed with it. , 

I defired to know from thfcm when they thought 
it probable they fhould receive pofitive and explicit 
Inftru&ions, whether in Three, Four, or Five Days? 
They faid, it would be probably Eight or Ten. And 
one of them obferved, that as our not meeting" more 
frequently gave Rife to many idle Rumours 4 and 
falfe. Reports, he would propofe to me, if I had. no 
Obejeftion, to meet every other Day at Two o'clock: 
That it was very poffible that x in our next Two or 
Three Meetings we might have nothing material to 
fay, but that we fhould get better acquainted with 
each other, and in our Converfations mutually fug- 
geft Ideas which might be of Ufe.— I readily con- 
fented to this, 

I had a Confederate again this Morning. As I was 
very defirous of being enabled to tranfmit to your 
Lordfhip fome more fatisfaftory Account as to the. 
Motives of this Delay, I again preffed the French 
Plenipotentiaries on this Point* Each of thern 
repeated what they had faid before, and on my en- 
deavouring to make them feel how impoflible it was 
that His Majefty fhould not be hurt at tins Demur 
on fo very fimple a Point, One of them faid, you 
ought to augur favourably from it ; your Note was 
a Refufal to agree to what was ftaced by the Direc- 
tory in their Inftru&ions to us as a fine qua non : 
If the Dire<^ory were determined to perfift in this 
fine qua non,' they would have faid fo at once — " Je 

La " vous 



< 76 

!* vous aflure qu'il pous auroit promptement renvoyS 
ic Courier," were his words : — The Time they took 
to deliberate indicates beyond a Doubt that they are 
looking for fome Temperament, and it fcarce can 
be doubted that one will be found. — I faid I was 
.well pleafed to hear him fay this; but that ftill he 
muft be aware that it would not be an eafy Tafk for 
me to make my Difpatches To-day either interefting 
or fatisfa&ory. " * . ' 

Another cf the French Minifters faid that he really 
believed that this would be the only great Impedi- 
ment we ftiould have to encounter, that every Thing 
wopld go on quickly and fmoothly, and that I muft 
admit the prefentto be a very important and difficult 
Point in the Negotiation.- I agreed with him entirely 
as to fts Importance* but cotild not acquiefce as to 
its Difficulty* 

j I am very forry, my Lord^ that in fuch a Mo- 
ment, and after waiting fo long, I ftiould not be 
able to fend you more explicit and decifive Affu- 
£anccsj but it is not in 'my Power to compel the 
French Negotiators to move on fader. All I can 
clo is by my Conduit and Language to take care that 
no tart whatever of the Imputation of Dday ftiould 
attach to me. I have, at every Conference I have 
held,, always declared iny Readinefs, to proceed, and 
I (hall not fail to repeat this every Time we meet. 

Right Honourable Lord Grenville, &c.&c. &c. 

(No. 28.) Note from the French Plenipotentiaries 

. 1 to Lord Malmelbury. 

v Les Miniltres Plenipotentiaires de la Republique 
'Frari$oife feroient charities de Pouvoir s'entretcnir 
quelques Inftants avec Lord Matlmefbury 5 ils ont en 
confequence THonneur de lui propofer une .Reunion 
qui auroit Lieu aujourd'hui a Deux Heures 6u a telle 
autre qui lui conviendroit mieux, et qu'il voudroic 
bien indiquer. ' 

C'eft 
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Celt avec Plaifir qu'ils renouvellent au Lord 
Malmefbury TAflurancc ele leur haute Confideration. 

• (Signe) LE TOURNEUR. 

HUGUES B. MARET. 

. Lille, 17 Thermidor, - ' ' 

An 5»c de la Republique; . % 

COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. de larLegatioiu 

(No. 28.) Tranflation. 

The Minifters- Plenipotentiary of the French Re-» 
puMick will be happy to have an Opp6rtunity of 
converting for a few Minutes with Lord Malmef- 
bury; and they have in confequence the Honor of 
proppfing* to him to meet them at Two o'Clock To- 
day, or at any other Hour which may be more con- 
venient to him, and which he will have the Goodnefs 
to appoint. 

They renew, with Pleafure, to Lord Malmefbury, 
the AflTurances of their high Confideration. 

(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 

.HUGUES B. MARET. 

Lille, 17 Thermidor, 
jth Year of the Republick. 
(Auguft 4, 1797.) 

COLCHEN Sec. Gen. of the 
Legation of the Republick. 
\ (Aug. 4, 1797.) . 

(No. 29.) Extraft of a Difpatch from Lord Malmefbury to 

Lord Grenvillc, dated Lille, Auguft 1 4th, 1 797. 

My Lord, 

IN confequence of the Resolution we had come to, 
to meet en the Days of the Arrival of the Poft 
from Paris, our Conferences for this laft Week 
have taken place regularly every other Morn- 
ing, except on Thurfday the 10th of Auguft, which 

being 
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being the Anniverfary of One of their National* Fe£ 
tivals, the French Legation could not attend. 

I have in mine, No. 17, given your Lordfhip an 
Account of every Thing which patted In thefe -Con- 
ferences, up to that of the 6th. On the 8jth. nothing 
was faid at all worth tranfrmttiog, except an Intima- 
tion flung out by by One of the French PUnipotentia- 
Ties , that it would be neceflary. to take into Gonfi- 
deration the Rights of Neutral Nations on this Oc-. 
cafion. But as he fpoke very vaguely, and in gene- 
ral Terms, J did not choofe to prefs him for an Ex- 
planation, as I confidcr it more judicious N to avoid- 
Difcufllons on feparate and collateraLPoints, and not- 
to enter into Negotiation' till the Whole can be. 
brought under Deliberation at once. ' 

What paffed on the 12th was rather more interefU 
ing. The Return of Mr. Wellev afforded me a very 
Natural Opportunity of exprtffirtg the Impatience 
with which an Anfwer to my laft Note was expe&ed 
"by my Court; that Three Weeks had now efapfed 
fince its Tranfmiffion, and that although 1 by no 
Means wiflied to infinuate that due Attention had 
not been paid to fo very important a Subject as that 
on which we were treating, ve? I could not but greatr 
ly lament, that Day afrer Day (hould be allowed to 
pafs away without bur proceeding at all in the great 
Bufinefs for which we were met. One of the French 
Miniflevs faid, That it was impofiible I could lament 
this. Delay more than they did; that they had already 
declared to me that it was occafioned by a Wifh not 
to create but to remove Difficulties; and they coiild 
aflure mV pofitively, that the French Government 
had no other Objeft in View, and that I (hould find, 
when once we began fairly to negotiate, we {hould 
proceed very rapidly. 

I replied it was indeed very material to make godd 
the Time we had loft. The French Minijier ^nfwered, 
you would not call it Time loft if you knew how it 
was employed. On my expreffing, by my Manner, 

aWM\ 
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a Wifh to be informed, he went on, by faying we 
will not fcruple to tell you, though we feel we ought 
not yet to do it officially, that we are confulting with * 
pur Allies; that we have communicated to them all 
that has paffed here; we have ftated that, unlefs they_ 
mean to continue the War, they muft releafe us from 
our Engagements, and enable us, to a certain De- 
gree, to meet your Propofals. 

The Conference of To-day is this Moment over; 
One of the French Plenipotentiaries informed me, *that 
he had received this Morning a Letter from the Pre- 
fident of the Directory, alluring him that in Four or 
Five Days they would receive their final Inftru&ions; 
and he added of himfelf, that he trufted thefe would 
he fuch as would enable us to continue our Work 
without any further Interruption. I faid, I hoped 
thefe Inftru&ions would be in Subflance a Counter 
Projeft, as I did not fee how any Thing (hort of One 
could enable us to proceed fo rapidly as he defcribed. 
He agreed with me entirely, and aflured me, that 
both be and his Colleagues had repeatedly ftated the. 
Neceffity of a Counter Projeft being fent them* and 
he obferved, that he really thought the French Qo« > 
vernment might have forefeen every Thing which , 
had pa{Ted, and been prepared with one; and that 
this would have faved a great deal of valuable Time* 
As, I could not myfelf have faid more, I readily gave 
a full Affent to what I heard. , 

(No. 30.) Extract of a Difpatch from Lord Grenyllle ta . 

Lord Mahnefbury Jutted Downing Street, 
Auguft 19th, ijojt 

An Expreffion mentioned in One of your Lord- 
fhip's laft Difpatches to have fallen from One of the : 
French Plenipotentiaries, leads to the Prefumption 
that it is intended, On the Part of France, to bring 
forward fome Propoial about the Navigation of Neg-. 
tral Powers in Time of War. Your Lordfhip will 
bell judge of the propejr Opportunity of expreffing 

His 
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Mis Majefty's decided and* unalterable Refolutton on 
this Point, not to admit of any Propofal for treating 
with his Enemies on the Subjeft of the Rights or 
Claims of Neutral Powers. 

The only Remark with which I have to trouble 
your Lordfhip by this Meflenger, relates to an Er- 
preflSon in the lafte Meffage of the ' Dire&ory to the * 
Council of Five Hundred, which, if literally taken, : 
conveys an afecufation againft His Majefty's Govern- 
ment, that fome Delay has arifen on the Part of this 
Country in the Negotiations at Lifle. This is fo 
avowedly contrary to the Faft, that it nmjft be con- 
fidcred as impoffible that fuch a Charge could be 
intended to be made by a Government which had at 
that Moment delayed for Three Weeks making any* 
Anfwer to His Majefty's diftinft and liberal Propo- 
fals of Peace 3 and whofe Plenipotentiaries were daily 
apologizing to your Lordfhip for this unbecoming, 
and as they almoft confefs, unaccountable Delay j ' 
but as the Point is too important to be left unnoticed, 
it is the King's Pleafure that your Lordfhip fhould 
prefent a Note, remarking upon the Senfe to which 
thefe Words are liable, exprefling your Perfuafion 
that fuch cannot be the Intention with. which they 
were ufed, but aflcing on the Part of your Court an 
Explanation to that Effed, which cannot be refuftd 
without a Violation of every Thing which Truth 
and Juftice require on fnch an Oceafion. 

(No, jx.) Extra& from the Meflage of the French Di- 

rectory to the Council of Five Hundred, 
Auguit 9th, 1797. * 

-En fin, cette Caufe eft dans le Defefpoir oft font 
tous les vrais Citoyens, et particulieretnent les De- 
fenfeurs de la Patrie, de voir s'eloigner, au Moment 
ro£me de fa Conclufion, et apres Tavoir achetee par 
tant de Sang et de Souffrance, une, Paix Definitive, 
que follicitoient enfin avec Empreffemept les Chefs 
de la Coalition vaincue^et qu'un Gouvernemcnt, 

Ami 
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Ami de l'Humanite, cherchoic a conclure aycc plus 
d'Empreffement encdre, lorfque, tout a coup, rani- 
mant leurs Efperanccs, comptant fur unc Diflblu- 
iion gen£rale par le Defaut de Finances, fur la De- 
ftru&ion de Gouvernement, fur la Mort, ou rEx.il 
des plus braves Generaiix, et fur la Difperfion ct la 
Perte des Armees, ces m£me$ Puiffances coalifeea 
one mis autant de LenteUr dans les Negotiations, 
qu'elles avolent montr6 d'Ardeur poor terminer. 

(No. 31.) Tranflation. 

In (hort thisCaufe is in the fame Defpondency in 
which all good Citizens, and particularly the Defen- 
ders of the Country are, at feeing deferred at the 
very Moment when its Conclufion was thoughMo be 
near at hand, and after having bought it with fo 
much Blood and fo much Suffering — affinitive 
Peace with the Heads of the vanquifhed Coalition at 
length folicited in good Earneft, when its Conclufion 
was expefted, and which a Government, friendly to 
Humanity, were ftill more earneft to conclude: 
When, all on a fudden, buoyed up with new Hopes, 
reckoning upon a general Diflblqtion of the Govern- 
ment by the falling of its Finances, upon Jts.Def- 
trudion, upon the Death or Banilhment of its braveft 
Generals, and upon the * DiTperfion and Lofs of its 
Armies, thefe very fame coalesced Powers have 
thrown as much Delay into the Negotiations, as they 
had fhewn Anxiety to bring them to an End. 

(No. 3 a.) Copy of a Difpatch from Lord Malfnibury 

to Lord Grenvillc, dated Lille, Auguft 

, My Lord, 

In my Conference of this Morning, I took an 
Opportunity of remarking to the French Plenipoten- 
tiaries on the very unfair and extraordinary Aflertion 
which had appearcd'in the Meflage of the 9th Inftaht* 
from the Dire&ory to the Council of Five Hundred, 

M vte, 
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*J Lenteur dans lcs Negotiations, qu'elles avoient 
cc Inontire dc l'Ardeur pour les terminer/* I obfery- 
ed to them that I had Orders from my Court to afk 
a precife Explanation, whether this Accufation of 
Delay wa? meant to apply to the Manner in which 
tlis $Tajefty had -concluded the Negotiation at Lifle, 
ind if it was fo meant, to.declare that no Accufation 
was erer more deftitute of Foundation, nor a wider 
Deviation from the real Fa€h I (aid I was perfe&ly 
ready to abide by their Determination on this Point, 
Convinced that it was impofEble for them not td ac- 
knowledge that the Delay (if there had been any 
Mameable Delay) tefted with the French Govern- 
ment *nd not *ith His Majeftjr. 'The French Pie* 
ttipotefttiaries admitted this to be moft ftri&ly true ; 
that the Phrafe I had quoted wds kn ill judged oney 
fcnd iftal redigee ; but that it could not in any Point of 
View whatever be conftrtred iaapplyirig td England ^ 
ahd they were ready to fay, that wh*ii it was written, 
the Dire&ory klluded folelf fo thfe Coitrt of Vienna* 
that they could allure rhe thfey hactbfeeh very faithful 
in their Reports, and that when they fait* this it Was 
faying in ottter Words, that I had carried on the Ne- 
gotiation with as much Expedition as pofltbley and 
that if it had proceeded flbwly for this laft Month, 
the Slownefs arofe on their Side and ttot on mine. 

I faid I cotrld not for an Inftant call in queftioft 

their Feelings on this Point ; it was the Infmuation 

conveyed in the Meflage, and which had gone over 

'Erirope, that it tfrasneceffaryfortne to dear up, arid 

toknow whether the Directory thought and felt as 

they did. One of the Wench Mtnifters^ with very 

f #rQng £xpreffipns, aflured me the Dire&ojy certainly 

Sid tnink afid feel like them ; that ho unfair or Infi- 

/dious Allusion was meant* and added,. " x que cc 

M Meffage etoit fait pour ftin\uler les Confeils." f 

went oh t)y obferving it was Very eflentlal for 'me to 

have this TuUy explained^ and 'that I (hould give thch> 
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in a Note to this Effeft ; ihey requeued 1 would not, 
It would lead to difagreeable Difcuffions, and would 
«Ot ^nfwer the End I propofed* They would take 
upon themfelves now to affure me in the Name of 
the Dire&ory that nothing at all firhilar to the Con- 
ftruftibn I put on the Phrafe was intended, and that 
as foon as they; could receive an Anfwer to the Rt- 

.port theyfhould make of To-day's Converfatioh, they 
would fay the fame from the Dire&ory itfelf. 

I foope, my Lord, i have, therefore, by* obtaining 
this very precife and formal Difavowal of an Inten- 
tion to fix any Imputation of Delay on His Majefty's 

' <jovernment, fulfilled *he Object of my Inftruftions 
on this particular Point. If when the French Pleni- 
potentiaries fpeak ffom the Dire&ory, the Difavowal 
flbould not be equally fatisfa&ory and complete, I 
then will not fell, according to your Lordfhip's Or- 
^ler, to give in a Note. 

••*••• I havefhe Honor to be, &c. ' 

, . . {Signed) MALMESBtJRY. 
flight Honourable .Lord (Jrenviile. , 
■' * • ' 

JNo. 33.)* £xtra6t of aDifpatch from £ord Malmef- 

bury to Lord Grenville* dated Liflc, 

Auguft 22, 179.7. ■ „ . ' 

The four Conferences I have held with the French 
Plenipotentiaries, fince I laft wrote to youc Lordftiip 
on the 14th inftant, will not, I fear, ftirnilh very 
intercfting Materials for a Difpatcfa. , ' 

Our Conference of this Morning-wag principally 

employed in ^what I have related in my other Dif- 

patch i but the French Plenipotentiaries aflUred me, 

. th/at by Thurfday, or at the lateft by Saturday, they 

expe&ed to receive their long expe&ed JMefienger, 

^(Npt 34.) Extraft of a Difpatch from Lord Malmef- 

bu'ry to Lord Grenville, dated Liflc, 
Auguft 29, 1797. 

.J am ex^nprpely forry to he forced to announce to 
M 2 your 
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your Lordfliip, that frefli Delays occur in the Progreft 
of the Negotiation* 

The French Plenipotentiaries informed me at our 
Conference Yefterday, that the laft Anfwer from 
Holland was fo unfatisfadory that the Directory had 
ordered the Minifter for Foreign Affairs xo return it 
to the Dutch Minifters at Paris; that the Dutch 
Minifters could not take upon themfelves to alter it in 
the Way the Dire&ory propofed, but had been 
obliged to refer to their Government for new Orders $ 
and that therefore, fuppofing no Time to be loft in 
Deliberation on this Subject at the Hjtgue, it woujd * 
be at leaft a tVetk from To-day before any farther 
Account could be received here. 

After lamenting this unexpected Procraftination of 
our Bufinefs, I exprefled a Wifli to know what the 
Dutch Anfwer had been, what Objections the Direc- 
tory had made to it, and the Alteration they were 
defirous it (hould undergo. 

One of the French Plenipotentiaries faid, it fiad qot * 
been communicated to them, but that he underftood 
it was complete, louche, et peu jatisfaifante.-rThzx, the 
Dire&ory *expe&ed it- (hould be clear and diftinct* * 
andTuch an one as would enable them to fend fuch 
Inftru6tior>$ here, as would ^allow us to go on with 
the Negotiations in fi- Way to recover the Time ytc 
had loft. 

(No. 35.) E*tra£ of a Difpatch from Lord Malmef- . 

bury to Lord Grenville, dated Lifie^ 
September, 5, 1797* 

My Lqrd, 
I should have donfidered what has pafled in our 
Conferences fin.ee- 1 laft had the Honour of writing 
toyour Lordftip by Mr. Wefley, as in itfclf too un- 
important to authorize me to difpatch a Mefiengery 
but that in general I think it my Duty -never to leave 
your Lordfhip more than a Week without hearing 
from me j and 1 was alio glad of an Opportunity 

to 
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to acknowledge the Receipt of your Lordihip's Dif* 
patch, No. 23, which was delivered to me by the 
MeffengA" Shaw, on the 31ft Auguft, at 10. P. M. 

Nothing but common Conversation patted in our 
Conferences of the 30th Auguft and of the 1 ft Sep- 
tember. In that of the 3d tbe French Plenipoten- 
tiaries confirmed what they had taken upon them* 
felves to aflurc me on the izd Auguft, in confer 
quencc of the Reprrfentation I had your Lordfhtp's 
Orders to make on the Exprrffions employed by die 
Directory in their Mefiage of the 9th Auguft to the 
Councils, and which Expreffions appeared to fix an 
' Imputation of Delay on His Majefty^s Government, 
in the Progrefs of the Negotiation. They faid that 
they had reported to the Directory what I obferved 
on this Subjeft, and that they were now charged to 
repeat what I had alreadv heard from them, and to 
/declare that no Inteption fimilar to that I fuppofed 
*ver exifte4 op the Part bf the Dirc&ory. 

In our Gfofejrence of this Morning, although I 
bad Reafon to expeft that the Anfwcr from the 
Hague was arrived it Paris, yet it was not ad~ 
pitted by the French Plenipotentiaries* 

£Na« $4 f ) pxtraft of a Difpatclf from Lord Matmcf- 

. bury to lord Gremillc, 9th Septem- 
ber, 1797. 

X Need not fay tljat the Two Conferences which 
Jiave been held fince I difpatched the Meffenger, 
Brooks, jfrere not likely, under the prejent Circum- 
itances of this Country, to ajfbrd any Thing extreme- 
ly important or incerelting. 

In That of Thurfday the 7th, One of the French 
Plenipotentiaries began, on my entering the Room, by 
announcing a»Wilh that the great JLvent which had 
taken place at Paris, fhould not- interrupt for a long 
Time our Negotiation, or deftroy the pleafing Profc 
pefi we had of its foon terminating fuectfafulljr; and 
trom his Maapcr 1 clearly ftw he ment to convey the 

• . Idea 
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Mm tint it was bis Opinion it woyli jjor. 1 tod$u 
•Toured io difcovrr whether he fpoke in saiifequeivje 
of any private Ifttfdigratt Jie bad rec^iyed froip P?rjf, 
x>r fimply from his ow$ private Jg^gpracitf, and I 
4paadat-*Nts*ntM^ ! 

In <w iConfeenoc of *hi$ Hor^Afig, fre ff id they 
were ftiH without any letters from A4. T§Ueyrar>d 
• (which father furprife^ feinp) ; ; butjbe.cpuW^ffure me, 
w^ CWt^Mf^that by Monday they ^jojijd be em- 
powered to go on with tb<e tvlcgotig-tion, &pd tb^t f 
might fi&iy fay fa tQ my Court. , 

• ■' • <. 

fNo. 37.) J?Ktra& of a Difpatch from Lord fireariHe 

*to Lord Malmefbuiy, 4w& Dowo^pg 
.Strict, S.eptenjber jnh, i/o^t 

TTour Lordflnp's DHpatches by the Meffenger, 
Shaw, were received here this Morning. 

It would t>d premature in the prefent Moment, to 
enter into any reafoning on the Effe& which the ex- 
traordinary Events at c Parij8 may be expend to have 
on the important Negotiation with 'which your Lord* 
Hiip is charged. A very ftw Days rriuft now pro- 
bably fhew, irf the moft unequivocal Manner, • what 
3je tiie Views which #re entertained by the now pre- 
dominant Party at Paris, refpedting the Queflion of 
Peace or War with Great Britain: And it becomes 
Hi? Ma^^y's Government to wait the Event wijh the 
iame P?firp for Accomodation on re'afpnable Te'ms p 
4nd the .fame Firmnefs, with refptft to undue and 
jrifulting Demands, which has actuated every Part of 
the Conduft held by your Lordfhip. 

,(No. £?.) Copy of a Difpatch from Lord Malmefturjr 

to^ord Grenvtlle, dated Lifle, Monday, 
September 11, 1797* 

•. My^Lord, 

Om my going to *he Conference this Morning, the 
French -Plenipotentiaries informed aac that the whole 

Frencl* 
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flench £egatio*n was recalled, and that MetfH. Trefo- 
il ard and-fionhfer d'Alco were appointed id theif 
Room. They h kl, their Orders, were to communi- 
cate this Event to me immediately, and at the fame 
Time to add, in the Name of the French Govern- 
ment, that this Alteration, iri the Choice of the Ne- 
gotiators, frould not produce any - whatever in the 
t)ifpofition of thd Directory, to bring the Negotiation 
to a happy Iffue. ; 

I affured them 1 was extrerftely forry to. hear that 
they Were recalled. That we had hitherto aded to- 
gether fo cordially, that it was to be lamented any 
Circumftances had arifen which niaJe the French 
Government fhinfcfit advifableto put the Negotiation 
rntOothdr Hands, 

That I received with Satisfaction what they told 
rtifeas to the Sentiments mapifelled by the Dire&ory, 
relative to the Negotiation,, and that I could aflure 
them, they were, fuch a$ certainly exifted in the Breaft 
of my Royal Matter. 
' , 1 then fuggtfted to them, whether it would not be 
proper to give me an Official Note, on this Occafion, 
fince it made a very marked Period in the Negotiation j 
and as they perfectly agreed with me on the Propriety 
.of this, they fent me that I now cnclofe* 

Iconfider this Event as fo material* that I do not 
lofe a Moment in difpatching One of my Servants 
. to England, as I ^ave< at prefent no Mefienger with 
mt. , 

I h^ve the Honour to be. &c. 

- (Signed) MALMESBURY* 

Right Honourable Lord Grenville* 

(Nd. 39.) Note from the French Flenipotentiariet 

to Lord Malmelbury* * 

Les Miniftres Flenipotentiairts de la RepuWiq^e 
Fcan$oife ont rHonneor d'informer Lord Malfticftwy 
qu'iis ont rt^u, par TOrdinark de ce Jour, un Arritd 

. da 
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du Dire&orie Executif, qui porte leur RappeJ, et U 
Nomination des C. C. Treilhard ct Bonnier pour 
leur fucceder, et fuivreles Negotiations comrnei)cees 
avec l*Angleterre. — Lc Minjftce des Relations Exte- 
rftures, en envoyant aux Miniftres Plenipottnti^ires 
foufllgnes cet Arrite du Dire&oirc du Vingf-deux dc 
ce Mois, leur rqande d'attendre TArrivee de leurs, s 
Succeffcurs. II Ies charge adfli de prevefcir le Mini- 
lire Plenrpotentiaire. de Sa Majcfte Britartnique que 
lc Changement des Negociateurs n'en appofte aucun 
dans les Uifpolitions du Dire£torie pour la Negotia- 
tion. 

Les Miniftres Pleflipotentiaires de la Republique 
Franfoife ont THonncur de reiterer ati Lord Malmek 
bury TAfiurancede leur haute Con fidcration. , 
(Signe) LE TOURNEUR. 

HUGUESB.MARE1Y 

Lille, le 25 Fruftidqr, 
Ad 5 de la Republique, 

. COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. de la Legation; 

{No. 40.) - Note from Lord Malmetbury to th* 

Frencli Plenipotentiaries, 

Le Mtniftre Pl^nipotentiaire de Sa Majefte Brirarf- 
lrique a THonneur d'accufer la Reception de la Note 
due les Miniftres P16nipotentiaires de la Republique 
Franfoife lui ont adreffee, pour lui faire Part de 
PArr4t6 du Diredtoire Executif qui parte leur R$ppel 
ct h Nomination des Miniftrfcs deftin6s I leur fuc- 
c^der, et & fuivre les Negociations deji commencees. 
II recoit en mfcme terns avec Satisfaction, et tranf- 
mettra de fuite & fa Cour, PAffurance que ce Change- 
ment des Negociateurs n'en apporte aucun dans les 
Difpofitions du Direftoire pour la Negotiation. 

Le Lord, Maltnefbury, en remerciant les Miniftres 
Plenipotentiaries de la Republique Fran$oi(e de cefte 
Communication, les prie d'etre per fuades dc fes 
Regrets perfonels £ TOccafion de leur Depart, et 
d'agr£er les Affurances de fa haute Confideration. 

^Sign6) MALMESBURY. 
i Lille, ce i a September* 1797, 
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, (Not 39.) Tranflation. 

The Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Ret 
public have the Honour to inform Lord Malmef- 
bury that they have received, by this Day's jPoft, 
a Decree of the Executive Dire&ory, fignifying 
their Recall, and the Nomination of Citizens Treil- 
hard and Bonnier to fucceed them, and to continue 
the Negotiations entered ypon with England. 

The Minifter for Foreign Affairs^ in fending to 
the Underfigned Minifters Plenipotentiary this De- 
cree of the Dire&ory, of the 22d of this Month, 
orders them to wait the Arrival of their SuCceflbrs. 
It alfo diredts them to inform the Minifter Plenipo- 
tentiary of His Britannick Majefty, that the Change 
of the Negotiators does not carry with it any Change 
in the Difpofixion of the Directory, with regard to 
the Negotiation. ■ . 

The Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
publick have the Honour to renew to Lord Malmef- 
bury the Affur^nces of their high Confidcration. 

(Signed) LETOURNEUR. -- 

HUGUES B. MARET. 

Lifle, it Fru&idor, 

j;th Year of ifte Republick. 

(Sept.) u,. 1797.) 

COLCHEN, Sec- Gen. of the Legation. 
(No. 40,) Tranflation, 

The Minifter Plenipotentiary of His Britannick 
Majefty has the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt 
of the Note which the Minifters Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republick have addreffed to him* com- 
municating the Decree of the Executive Directory, 
which fignifies their Recall and the Nomination of 
the Minifters deftined to fucceed them, and to con- 
tinue the Negotiations already commenced* He 4 
receives at the fame Time with Satisfaction, anjd/ 
Mfill (panfmit without Dielay to his Court, the A flu r- 

N ance, 
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ance, that this Change of the Negotiators does 
not bring with it any Change in the Difpofuion of 
the Dire&ory as to the Negotiation 
• Lord Malmefbury in thanking the Minifters Ple- 
nipotentiary of the French Republick for this Com- 
munication, begs them to be perfuaded of his per* 
fonal Regret on account of their Depart we, and to 
accept the Affurances of his high Confideration. 

(Signed; ' MALMESBURY. 

Lifle, Sept. it, 1797* 

(No. 41.) Extraft of a Dlfpatch from Lord Malnoef. 

bury to Lord Grehvflle, dated Lifle* 
17th September, 1797. 
My Lord, <* m < 

The new French Plenipotentiaries, Meffieurs 
Treilhard and Bonnier d'Ako, with their principal 
Secretary M. Derche, and Two private Secretaries, 
arrived here at Five o'Clock A* M- oA Wednef- 
day the 1 3th Inftant. At Eleven A, M. they fent 
M. Derche to acquaint me with their Arrival* and 
to inquire at what Hour I would receive their Vifit. 
In confrquence of ray faying whenever it was con* 
venient to them, they came immediately,, attended 
by Meffieurs LeTourneur, Maret, and Cofchem 

On taking Leave, M. Le Tourneur came forward 
aod faid to me > in his Name and that of his Col* 
leagues, that they could not terminate their Miffion 
without exprefling the Satisfaction they had file from* 
the Opennefs and Candour (Loyaute fit Franchife) 
with wtirch I had a&ed during the Whole of the^ 
Negotiation, or take Leave or me, without expreff- 
ing their fincere perfonal Regrets ; that the Recol- 
lection of my Condudfc would always be agreeable to 
them, and that it had given me the ftrongeft Title to 
their Efteem and good Wilhes. 

After giving the new Plenipotentiaries as* much 
Time as was neceflfyry to return to their own Houfe, 
I fent Mr, Rofs to aflc at what Hour I might return 

their 



< 9* ) 

tiieir Vifit ; and, in confcquence of their Anfwer, I 
went to, them j attended by Lord Morpeth and Mi". 
Ellis. 

I took an Opportunity of returning the Compli- 
ment M. Le Tourneur had mack me j and I muft 
m Juftice repeat my Lord, what I have already faid, 
that his- Conduft and that of his Colleagues has, 
in every Point which has depended on them, been 
perfectly fair and .honorable, and in no Inftance 
contrary to the Principles tjiey announced, and the 
Profeflions they made. It is therefore impoflible 
for me not to regret them, and not to confider the 
Change of Negotiators at leaft as a very unpleafant, 
if not a very unfortunate Incident. 

(No. 42.) Copy of a DHpatch from Lord Malmefc 

bury to Lord Grenville, dated Lifle^ 
17th September, 1797. 

My Lord, 

I shall endeavour in this Difpatch to give your 
Lordihip as circumftantial an Account as mv Me- 
mory will aHow me to do, of what has paffed in 
the Two Conferences I have held with the new 
French Plenipotentiaries. 

In that of Friday the 14th, after communicating 
to m^the Arrete of the Directory appointing them 
to fucceed Meflieurs Le Tourneur and'Maret, and 
empowering them to continue the Negotiation witfi 
me, One of them began by making the ftrongeft Aflur* 
ances of the finctre Defire entertained by the Di* 
reftory for Peace. He obferved, that if this Defire 
had manifefted itfelf fo ftrongly at a Moment when 
the Two great Authorities of the Country were ac 
Variance, it muft naturally become ftronger and be 
exerted with more EfFcft when all fpiritof Divifiori 
was fupprefled, and when the Government was 
ftrengthened by the perfeft Concord which now 
reigns between all its Branches : That the firft and 
moil material Point to.be afcertained in every Nego- 
N z tiation 
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tiatlon wis the Extent of the full Powers with which 
the Negotiators are veiled ; that I fiiould find theirs 
to be very ample : and that, as it was neceffary to 
the Succefe of our Difcuffions that mine fhould 
be equally fo, they had it in Command to prefent 
a Note, the Objedt of which was to inquire, whether 
1 was authorized to treat ,on the Principle of 4 ge- 
neral Reftitution of every Poffeffion remaining in 
His Mfjefty's Hands, not only . belonging to .them, 
but to their Allies ; that I was not unacquainted 
. with their Law$ and with their Treaties ; that a 
great Country could not on any Occafion adfc in 
Contradiction to them ; and {hat, awfarc as I mud 
be of this, I could not but expedt the Queftion 
contained in the Note, neither could I con fid er 
the Requifition of an explicit A nfwer, previous to 
entering tipon the Negotiation, as arifing from any 
other Motive than that of the moft perfed: Wifh, 
on the Part of the Dire&ory, to bring it to a fuc- 
cesful, and/ above all, to 3 fpeedy Concluiioiu . 
- I replied, that if after what 1 heard I could 
allow myfelf to hope for fuch an Event as he 
feemed to think probable, or give any Credit to 
the pacifick Difpofitions he announced on the Part 
ef the French Government, fuch Hope muft arife 
folely from the Confidence I might place in his 
Affurances ; fince the Meafure itfclf now aSopted 
by the Dire&ory was certainly calculated to make 
adire&ly contrary Imp refiion on my Mind; that I 
could not conceal from him, that far from expecting 
fuch a Queftion,. its being now put furprized me 
beyond Meafure, and ftili more fo, when from his 
Comment upon it I was to infer, that he wifhed 
me to confider it as tending to promote a fpcedy 
Pacification ; that the Queftion expreffed in the Note 
he had delivered (for he had given it to me, and I 
had read it over as he ended his Speech) was Word 
for Word the fame as that put to hie by his Prede- 
cejTors fo long ago as the 14th July j that on the 

15th 
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1 £th I had; ftotd my own Authority, gtveh an An- 
fwer, and that .this Anfwer J confirmed fully and 
diftinAlf by Order of my Court on the 24th July ; 
that thefe Notes had to the prefent Hour remained 
unnoticed, and a delay of Two Months had occur- 
red ; that the Reafons affigned for this Delay were* 
as I was repeatedly told, a decided Refolution on 
the Part of the French Government to liften to the 
reafonable Propofals made by His Majefty ; but that 
being bound by their Engagements with the Court 
of Madrid and the Bataviah Republick, and wiflv 
tug to treat their Allies with due Confideration, they 
were defir6qs of Confulting with them previous to 
any pofitive Declaration, and obtaining from them 
a voluntary Rele^fe from thole Engagements fuffi- 
cicnt to enable the French Plenipotentiaries here to 
admit the Bafis His Majefty had eftablilhed, and to 
ground on it all future Difcuffions which might arife 
in the Courfe of the Negotiation ; that if he had 
read over the Papers left, undoubtedly, in his PoF- 
feffion by his Predeceflbrs, he would find what I 
ftated to be ftridtly true ; and that of courfe it could 
not be difficult to account for my Surprize, when, 
after being told that he and his Colleague were to 
take up the Negotiation precifely where they found 
it, it now became evident that it was to be flung 
back to the very Poinrfrom which we ftarted, and 
flung back *in a Way .which feemed to threaten a 
Conclufion very different from that he foretold. 

I {hall not attempt to follow iht French Minifter 
through the very elaborate and certainly able Speech 
he made in Reply, with a View to convince me that 
the Enquiry into the Extent of my Full-Potferi 
was the ftrongeft Proof the Directory could furnilh 
of their pacifick , Intention, and the (horteft Road 
they coold take to accomplifh the defired End. It 
was in order to give A&ivity to the Negotiation, 
(<&iver was his Word), and to prevent its ftagnating, 
that this Demand was made to fpccifically j aijd he 

inti- 
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intimated to me, that it was impoffible for the DU 
re&ory to proceed till a full and fatisfadtory Anfwer 
had been given to it. I interrupted him here, by 
feying, their Manner of afting appeared to me cal- 
culated to decide the Negotiation at once, not to 
give it A&ivity, fince it muft be known, I could 
not have Powers of the Defcription he alluded to; 
and even fuppofing I had, the admitting it would be 
in Faft neither more or Ids than a compleat Avowal 
of the Principle itfelf, which once agreed on, nothing 
would be left to negotiate about*. The other French 
Plenipotentiary interpofed here, by faying, that would 
not be the Cafe; many Articles would ft ill remain to be 
propofedy and many Points for important DifcuJJion. I 
faid, every Word I heard feemed to prefent frefh 
Difficulties. Without replying to me, the firjl-men* 
tioned Mtnifter went on by endeavouring to prove, 
that the Avowal of having Powers to a certain Ex* 
tent, did not imply the Ntcrffity of exercifing them; 
that it Was the Avowal alone for which they con- 
tended, in order to determine at once the Form the Ne- 
gotiation was to take •, that the Note, and the Time 
prefcribed in it, were In confluence of the moft pofi- 
tive Orders from the Dirc&ory ; and that if I drew 
from it a Conclufion different from the Affurances 
they had made me in the Name of the Dire&ory, I did 
not make the true Inference. I replied, that, al- 
though the prefcribing the Day on which the Quefc 
tion was to put me as the 1 Term within which I was 
to give my Anfwer to it, was both a very unufual 
and abrupt Mode of proceeding, yet as a Day was 
much more than Efficient for the Purpofe, I fliould 
forbear making any particular Remark on this Cir- 
cumftance: That as to the Inference to be drawn » 
from the pofitive Manner in which they appeared to 
maintain the Queftion put to me, I really could not 
piake it different from that I had already exprefied : 
That the reverting, after an Interval of Two Months, 
to a Queftion already anfwered, and which Queftion 

involved 
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involved the Fate of the Negotiation certainly could 
npt be confidered as wearing X very conciliatory Ap* 
pearance : That in regard to my Anfwer, it could 
not be different from that I had given before : That 
my full Powers, which \ were in their Hands, were 
as extenfive as any could be, and it did not depend 
on me to give them more or lefs Latitude ; but that 
in fa£t their Queftion went not" to the Extent of 
iny full Powers, but. to Require of me to declare the 
Nature of my InftruAions ; and on this Point they 
certainly would forgive me if I. did not f peak out 
till fuch Time as the Circumftanies of the Negotia- 
tion called upon me to do it. 

The French Mini ft er ftrove to prove to me, what he 
had before attempted, that the. claiming a Right of 
Enquiry into the Nature of the difcrecionary Au- 
thority confided in a Minifter, by no Means implied 
an Intention of requiring of him to act up to it to its 
utmoft Limits. Iobferved, if no fuch Intention ex* 
ifted, why inftitute the Enquiry ? and if it did exift* 
why not fay fo at once? — He faid, what we now afk 
is little more than a Matter of Form ; whenyou have 
given us your Anfwer, we fhall follow it up by an- 
other Step, which we are ordered to take. I faid, 
my Anfwer was given Twq Months ago ; that, .al- 
though I was ready to give it them again, .and in 
"Writing, as One to their Note, yet, as it could pot 
be different, I did not fee why they fliould not pro* 
ceed immediately to the other Step* by which, I was 
told the Qeftion was tp be followed up. fct. would 
be premature, faid the French Minifter ; but in draw- 
ing up yojur Anfwer, do not forget the FQrce of the 
Arguments I have ufed, or in your Report to your 
Courf, the Aflucances we have given of the earnelt 
yVifh of the jDire&ory to terminate the War. 
. I replied, that I Hill muft maintain, that from 
the Manner in which they thought proper to define 
full. Ppwers, 1 could fee no Diftindtipn between ac- 
knowledging the Power and admitting, the Principle* 

and 



and that the Queftion itfclf could not Ije put witft 
any other Intention — (Your Lordfhip will obfervc, 
from the fubfequent Notes which pafled between us, 
that I was perfe&ly grounded in this Afiertion) ;— 
that in my Reports, they might be fully allured I 
ihould ad: up to that conciliatory Spirit, which, 
from the earlieft Period of the Negotiation, had al- 
ways decided my ConduA; and that, inaufpicious 
as Appearances were, I eertainly would be careful 
not to make them look koJHle. At the Word hqftile, 
both the French Plenipotentiaries were moft warm 
in their Proteftations, that nothing could be lefs fo ; 
that the Idea of the Negotiation breaking off was 
as far from their Thoughts as from their Wifhcs, 
1 faid, -that although I heard this with Pleafure, 
yet I could not avoid adverting to Fads, and that, 
when inftead of an Anfwer, and the favourable An- 
swer which I liad every Reafon to expedt, 1 received 
only the Repetition of a Demand, which had been 
already fatisfied Two Months ago ; I certainly could 
not think this a good Omen. If it did not bode an 
immediate Rupture of the Treaty, it affuredly did 
not announce a near and fuccefsful Termination of 
it. Tbe above-mentioned Minijter perfifted I was mis- 
taken -, that the Bufinefs would end fpeedily ; that 
Speed was their Wifh, and Speed with Peace for its 
Objeft. 

On breaking up our Conference, I faid, that I took 
it for granted we fhould meet again at the ufuat 
Hour, on Sunday. He faid, that it perhaps might, 
not be neceflary, but that they certainly would let 
me know in Time ; and this conveyed tQ me the firft 
Idea of what has Once taken place. 

I inclofe your Lordfhip the Note A, I received 
in this Conference from the French Plenipotentiaries, 
and the Anfwer B, which I nude to it Ycfterday 
Morning at iq A. M. 

At 6 P. M. the Note C was tranfmitted to me ; 
to which at 8 P* M. I returned the Anfwer D, by 

Mr. 
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is/tr. Rofs t wHbrii I fent in order thai he might bring 
me the Paflborrs I sliced fox ; hut at a Quarter be- 
fore 10 P. M. M. Dcrche, Secretary of the French 
Legation, delivered to rue the Paper marked E ; and 
this Morning at 9 A. M. I replied by the Note f t 
wkich immediately produced that marked G. 

The Notes fent me by the Frehch Pliqipotentiaries 
fpe^k for themfedves ; and it is utineceffary to enter 
into any Reftexibris on them* I am Willing to hope 
that the Anfwers I haVe made were fuch as became 
thfe Situation in which I ftand, the Importance of 
the Caufe intruded to me, and the toady* but tem- ' 
perate Condud which the Spirit of my Inftrudions 
injoin me to hold., . 

It was my Wifli to give every Opening to the 
trench Plenipotentiaries to recal the Violent Step 
they had taken ; and, if poflible, to convince them 
of its exfcretne Impropriety. A(id it was with this 
View, and with, a moft anxious Pefine not to exclude 
all Hope of the Reftoration of Peace, that I deter- 
mined on fuggefting thfe Idea df our meeting once 
more before I left Lille. 

This Meeting took place To-day at Noon : I opened 
it by obferving, That the feveral Notes they had 
received from me fince the preceding Evening had 
been too expreffive of the Surprize T felt at the 
Meafure the Direftory had thought proper to adopt, 
trf make it neceffary fat rrte to enlarge upon it in this 
Conference; and indeed, my fole Motive for fug* 
getting that it might be for bur niutual Satisfaction 
that it fhould be held, was,, becaufe this Meafpre 
appeared to me to be in fuch direrf Contradiction to 
the very ftrong Affurances I had fo conftantly and 
repeatfedly heard fronV them, and to the pacifick In- 
tentions with which they decliared they were fent, 
that it'.wasmy earh^ft Wifh (before f coftfidered 
their Conduft' as forcing me tb a Step which muft 
fo materially affeft the Sudc^fs of the Negotiation), 
to be perfectly certain* that I undfcrftobd clearly and 

O diftindly 
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dr£lhn£Hy the precife Meaning of their official Nott& 
On their admitting that nothing could be mora' 
reafonable than that I (hould, on fo important a 
Point, require Explanation, or more fatisfattory to 
them than to give it mc (as far as lay in their Power)* 
I proceeded by faying, that it appeared to me that I 
, was called, upon to produce immediately my full 
Powers, or rather my Inftruttions (for however dif- 
ferent thefe were in themfelves, in their Dertiand 
they feemed conftantly blended), and that if either 
{ I refufed to confent to this, or if on confenting to 
Jt, it was found that I was not authorifed to treat 
, on the Principle they laid down, . I was then in the 
Space of Twenty-four Hours to leave Lille, and 
. . return to my Court ; and that I was required to ob- 
. tain full Authority to admit this Principle, if it was 
wiihed the Negotiation (hould proceed; This I faid 
. appeared to me to be the evident Senfe of the Notes, 
and 1 begged to know whether I had miftaken it 
'. or not. One of the French Plenipotentiaries faid, 4 « You* 
< <c have underftood it exa&ly ; I hope you equally 
u underftand the Intention of the French Govern- 
" ment, which is to accelerate Peace by removing 
" every Obftacle which (lands in its Way.** 

I replied, that having now no Doubt left on my 
. Mind as to their exadt Meaning, and being quite 
fure notwithftanding the Obfervation they had made, 
fuefavais faift la veritable Intention de leur Note* ic 
would, I feared, be a very unprofitable Employment 
of our Time to argue cither gn the Nature of the 
Principle they announced as a fine qua non, to even 
a preliminary Difcuifion, or on the extreme Diffi- 
culty of reconciling the peremptory Demand with 
. which they opened their Miffion, to the pacifick 
Profeffions that accompanied it; that if they were 
determine^ to perfift in this Demand, it was much 
better to avoid all ufelefs Altercation ; and nothing 
in that Cafe remained for me to do, but to afk for 
my PaflportSj and to fignify to them my Inteation 

of 
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ef leaving France at an early Hour the next Morn* 
ing. , They faid, they "had their Hands tied by an 
Arvct€ of the Dire&ory, and were bound to obferve 
the Conduit they had followed by the moft pofitive 
Orders ; and although we remained together fome 
Time longer* not a Hint dropped from them ex- 
preflive of a Wifh that, inftead of going myfelf for 
new Inftru&ions, I fliould either Write for them by 
a Meffrnger, or obtain them by fending to England 
One of the Gentlemen who are with me, I endea- 
voured by every indirect Mean? to fuggeft to them 
the Neceffity of adopting fome fuch Modification, 
if they -meanr that their Wifhes for Peace, in the 
Expreffi >n of whi'h they were tfii$ Morning more 
eager than eyef, (hotild meet with the flighteft De- 
gree of Credit: I again brought to their Recollec- 
tion that I was- authorized to receive any Propofal, 
any Contre Projet rhey tendered to me, but that they 
muft bf. aware that it was not poffible for me to alter 
the Orders I had received, or to aflume an Authority 
With which I was not inverted. I dwelt particularly 
and repeatedly on my being competent to take any 
Thing they laid for Reference ; but this availed 

, nothing, except drawing from One of them a Remark, 
that the full Powefs which authorized a Minifter to 
hear' Propofals, were widely different from thofe 

, which would enable him to accede to them ; an4 
that it was fuch full Powers that the I)ire£tory re- 
quired me t6 folicit, 

Aneafy Anfwer prefented itfelf to this Mode of 
i^eafoning ; but I faw no Advantage, to be derived 
from prolonging a Converfation, which, after the. 
Jofitive Declaration they had made, could lead to 
nothing: I therefore ended the Conference by de- 
claring my Refolution to begin my Journey at a 
very early Hour the next Morning, and by faying, 
that immediately on my Arrival in England I would 
make an exa& Repbrt of every Thing that had paffed 
fipee their Arrival. 

Q % Itruft, 
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. I truft, my Lord, I- (hall not incur Genfurs for 
haying declined to offer in diftinft Terms to wait at 
Lille tiU I could know His Majefty's Pleafure qn. tb.e 
peremptory Propofal madeto me ; But when I cpn-r 
fidered the Nature of the Propofal itfelf> the Avowal 
that this would not be tbf loft, not perhaps the jnoft 
humiliating, Condition required of ys* apd the im- 
perious Style with which I was enjoined to depart 
in Twcnty*fpur Hours, it was utterly impoffible for . 
me to $ffume a Language or aifeft a Mines' that 
could be interpreted into Solicitation, or Entreaty ; 
I felt myfelf called upon to, treat the Whole of th^ 
extraordinary Proceeding with Calmnefs and Tem- 
per J and notwithftanding the deep and poigqant 
Concern J muft feel at an Ev£pt which I fear will 
remove all Probability of an immediate Pacification, 
I truft that in the Expreffion of this Sentiment I, 
have not ufed a Language unbecoming the Chara&sr 
with which I. am invefted, or the Greatnefs of the 
Sovereign- and Country whofe Dignity and Imerefts 
it is my primary Duty to confult and to maintaip* 
1 have the Honor to be 

wifh great Refpeft, my Lord, 

jour Lordftip's mofl obedient , 
humble Servant, 

(Signed) MALMJiSBURy-, 
Right Honourable Lord Grenville, 

(No. 43. A.) Note from the French Plenipotentiaries t<£ 

Lord M^lmcftijry . 

Les fouffign£s Miniftres Plenipotentiaires de H x 
Republique Frargaile, charges de traitcr de la Pai^ 
avec TAngleterre, on? THonneur d'aflurer le Lord 
Malmefbury, Miniftre Plenipoteqtiaire de SaMajefi^ 
Britannique, que le Gquyerpement Francis veut 
giufli fincerement, audi fortement que jamais^ une. 
Paix defiree par les Deux Nations j mais n.e pouvant. 
junclure qu'une Paix balee fur les JLoi^ et Je§ Tr$ite$, 

' "> ■ - 4 <iH» 



£ui ftent la Repwblique Fra^ifc, per foad* xjue paw : 
parvenir ^ce But il f*ut s'expliquer avee une entiere 
Franchife, v et voitfajH imprimcr I la Negotiation la 
plus grande A&iyitS, le Dire&oire Executif a ex* 
prjefiferflent ehargS lea Soufllgnes de deroandet au 
Lord tyWniefbury, s*il a des POMVQirs tuffifa<vs,gour*, 
dans le Traite qui feroit conjclp,, r^ttbu^r & la fiter 
putyique Fran$aife et a fes. Allies,, toutes les Ppfr 
feffions qui depuis lc Commencement de la Guew*,. 
pnt pafffc dans, la Main de& Anglais, 

Les Soi*ffign$s font egalement charges par le Di* 
redtoire Executif de derriandcr au Lord. Malnnftwry 
pne Reponfe dans le Jour. IkJe prient.d'agreer ie* 
, Tcmoignages de leur haute Con fide ration* . . 
(Signs) TJtEILHARD* 

BONNIER. 
lJUt, fe^Frufiidor, 

/Va 5 e <te }§ Rcpubliquc, 

Par les Miniftres Pleoipoteiftiairety 
Je Sec. Gen. de la Legation. 

DERCHE. 

(No. 43* A.) Tr^nfl^tion.. 

The underfigned Minifters'PIpnipotentiafiesof the 
French. Repub lick; commiffioned to treat of Peace.' 
with England, have the> Honour to aflure Lord' 
Malmefbury, IVJinifter Plenipotentiary of His Bri* 
tanniqk M.ajefty 5 that the French Government wiflies 
as fincerely, as ftrongly as ever, a Peace, defired bf 
the Two Nations: But, unable to conclude any other 
Peace than fuch a one as is founded on the Laws 1 
andon the Treaties which bind the French Repute 
Jtck, perfqad?d that, to afriye atthis £ndj it is pe* 
ceffijry to explain itfelf with entire FranRnels^ and' 
defirousof giving to the Negotiation the grcatefb 
Rapidity, the Executive Directory has exprefsly 
charged the Underfigeed to.dcmand of Lord Malmei- 
J*yry ? : whether he has fufficient Powers for rcftorjng. 
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ifl the Treaty which may be concluded, to the French 
Republick and to its Allies, all the Pofleffions which, 
fmce the Beginning of the War, have puffed into the 
Hands of the Englifh. 

The Underfigned are equally charged by the Ex^ 
wutive Dijeftory to demand from Lord Malmefbury / 
an Anfwer in the Courfe of the Day. They requeft 
him to accept the Affurances of their high confider- 
atiorn 

. ■ (Signed) TREILHARD, . 

BONNER, 

Lille, 29 Fruftidor, 
jth Year of the Republick, ^ 

(Sept. 15* 1797O ' 

By the Miniftiers Plenipotentiary of th^ 
French Republick, the Sec. Gen. . 

DERCHE, 

(No, 44. B.) ' Note from Lord .Malmefyury to the French 

Plenipotentiaries* 

Le fouffigne Miniftre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Ma«* 
jefte Britannique recoit avec beaucoup de Satisfaction. 
TExpreflion du Defir fincere pour la Paix, que les* 
Minfftres Plenipotentiaires de la Republique Fran- 
foife lui ont annonce Hier au Nom de leur Gou-r * 
vernement. II a THonneur de les affurer que le Roi 
fon Maitre eft animc du mfime Defir, et n'a rien de r 
plus a Coeur que de mettre Fin aux Malheurs de U - 
Guerre. * 

Quant k la Queftion que les M'miftres Plenipoten- 
tiaires de la Republique Franfoife adreffent au Lord 
Malmefbury fur TEtendue de fes plein Pouvoirs, il 
crbit dejk avoir fait a ce Sgjct la Reponfe la moiris 
equivoque* dans les Deux Notes qu'il a reipifes ^ 
leurs Predecefleurs le 15 et le 24 dii Mois de JuUlet. 
Cependant, pour cviter toute Mefentendue, II re- ' 
nouvelle la Declaration qu'il a faite Hier; fa voir, 
qu'il r>e peyt et ne doit traitcr que d'apres le Prin- 
cipe des Compenfationsj Principe qui h ete formeU 

lcroeru 



( ,m ) 

*lertent rteonnfc comrie Bafe d'une Traitfc egalemrtjt 

jufte, honorable* et avantageux aux Deux Puiflances. 

Lc Lord Malmefbury prie les Miniftrea Pleoipo- 

tentiaircs de la Republique Fran$oife d'agr^er ks 

Affurariees de fa haute Confederation. 

(Signe) MALMESBURY. 

IXille, cc Samedi, 16 Septembre, 
& 16 A. M. ^797^ 

(No.,44. B.) 1* ranflation. ' 

TrtE underfigned Mitfifter Plenipotentiary of Hrs 
fjritanniclc Majefty receives with great Satisfaction 
the Expreffion of the finccre Defire for Peace, which 
the MinifterS Plenipotentiaries of the French JSLepub- 
lick announced to him Yefterday in the N^me of 
their Government. He has the Honour to allure thefti 
' that the King his Matter is animated with the 
fame Defire, and has nothing more at Heart than tor 
put an End to the Calamities of the War, 

With regard to the Qqeftion whtch the Mincers 
Plenipotentiary of the French Republick aiJdrefled to 
Lord Malmefbury, concerning the Extent of his 
full Powers, he confiders liitftfelf as having ; already 
given the moll unequivocal Arifwcr upon this Sub- 
ject, in the Two Notes which he delivered to their 
Predeceffors on the 15th and 24th of July: - 

However, to avoid all mifunderftandihg, he re- 
news the Declaration, which hp made Yefteirda?; 
that is to fay, that he neither can or ought to treat 
: upon any other Principle than that of Compenfetioras 5 
a Principle Which has been formally "recognized as 
theBafisof a Treaty equally juft, honourable, and 
advantageous to the Two Powers. 

Lord Malmefbury requefts the Mimfters PJf nipo- 
tentiary of the French; Republick to. ^accspc *hc 
Affurances of his high Consideration. 

(Signed) * MALMESBURY. 

Liflc, Saturday, 16th September^ 1797. 
10 A. M. 
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(Ho. 45. C.) Note from the French Plenipotettthrit j 

Co Lord MalmeJbury. 

Les Miniftrts Pienipotentjaires de la $epubliqu£ 
Frangaife charges de traiter dc la Paix avcc TAngld- 
tcrrc, ont PHonneur cTaccufer la Receptioh de la 
Reponfe du Lord Malmefbury S, la Note qui Jui a 6t6 
xemife dans la Conference d'Hier. 

II refulte de cette Reponfe et des DeUx Norts de* 
15 & 24 Juillet aux quelles elle fe refere, que le 
Lord Malmefbury nfa pas de Pouvoirs pour confehtir 
a la Reftitution de toutes les Poflcffions que Sa Majefte 
Britanmque occupe, £bic fur la Republique Fran9aife, 
foitfur fes Allies. 

En conference, en r£iterant au Lord Malme'f- 
bury les Aflurances les plus poCtives des Sentiment 
du Gouvernement Fran$ais, les Souffignes lui don • 
neut Connoiffance d*un Arr&ti du Direftoire Exe- 
cutif| 4 portant que dans le Cas ou Lord Malmefbury 
dcclarera n'avoir pas les Pouvoirs neceflaries pour 
confenttr & toutes les Reftkutions que les Loix et les 
Trails qui liert la Republique Franjaife rendent in- 
difpenfables, il.aura a fe retirer dans ks Vingt quatrc 
Heures vers fa Cour pour demander les Pouvoirs 
fufiifans# Le Lord Malmefbury ne peut voir dans 
cette Determination de Dire&oire Executif qu*une 
Intention de h&tcr Tlnftant oa les Negotiations 
pourront £tre faivies avec la Certitude d'une prompt? 
Conclufunw 

Les Miniftres Pfempptentia'tfes de la Republique 
Franijaife prient le Lord Malmefbury d'agrcer lea 
Aflurances de leur haute Confideration, 

/ (Sign*) treilhard; 

BONNIER. 

Lille* 30 Fruftidor; 
ha 5 4* laAepuM^e-Frftfljtffe, 

Par le* Miniftres Plenipotentiaires* 
le Sec. Gen. de la Legation. , 
DERCHfc. 
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&o. 45. C..). Translation. , 

The Ministers .Plenipotentiaries of tUe French 
Republick, Comn)issionned to -treat: of Peace with 
England* have the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt 
of the Answer of* Lord Malmesbury to the Note 
which was presented to him in the Conference of 
Yesterday. 

It appears from this Answer, and from the Two 
Notes of the 15th and 24th of July, to which it ree- 
fers* that Lord Malmesbury has not Powers for 
agreeing to the Restitution of all the Possessions 
which His Britannick Majesty occupies, whether 
from the French Republick, or from its Allies^ 

In consequence, While .they reiterate to Lord 
Malmesbury the most positive Assurances of the 
Sentiftients of the French 1 Government, the Under- 
signed apprize him of a Decree of the Executive 
Directory, which signifies that, in Case Lord 
Malmesbury shall declare himself not to have the 
necessary Powers for agreeing tp all the Restitutions 
which theLaws and theTreaties which bind the French 
Republick, make indispensable, he shall be to re- 
turn, in Four-and-twenty Sours, to his Court, to 
ask for sufficient Powers. Lord Malmesbury can see 
in this Determination ot the Executive Dire&pry 
nothing else than an Intention to hasten the Moment 
. when the Negociaion may be followed up with the 
Certainty of a speedy Conclusion. V 

The Ministers Plenipotentiaries df the French 
Hepublick request Lord Malmesbury to Accept the 
Assurances of their high Consideration. 

(Signed) TREILHARD. 

BONNIER. 

By the Ministers Plenipotentiaries, 
the Sec. Gen. of the Legation, , 

. D£RCHE. - 

Lisle, 30 FVu6tidor, 5th Year of the 

Republick. (Sept. 16, 1797) S 

' F •"' ■ (No. 
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(No. 40. D.) Note. From Lord Malmesbary to the French 

Plenipotentiatids. ' \ 

Le sou9sigtte Miniitre Plenipotentiaire de 3a Ma- 
jeste Britahnique a FHonneur d'accuser la Reception 
de la Note en Date d'aujourd'hui, qui lui a£te remise 
de la Part des Ministres Plenipotentiaires dc lp. Repu- 
blique Franchise. 

Quelque Chagrin qu*il ^prouve k voir s'evanouir 
TEspoir d'une prompte Conciliation, il ne peut r6- 
pondre' k un Refus aussi absolu de eontinuer ie& Ne- 
gotiations sur les bases qui lui paraissaient d6jk aN 
*6t6es, qu'en demandant les Passeports n£ces$aire's 
pour lui et ppur sa Suite, afin de pouvoir, dans les 
Vingt-quatre Heures se mettre en Route, et se rendre 
de stiite en Angleterre. 

II prie les Ministres Plenipotentiaires de la R€pu- 
blique Franqaise d'agreer les Assurances de sa haute 
Consideration. 

(Signe) MALMESBURY. 

A Lille, ce Samedi, i'6 Septcrabre, 18P.H.- . '' 
(No. 40. D.) Translation. 

' The undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of his 
Britannick Majesty has the Honour to acknowledge 
the Receipt of the Note of this Day, which has been 
sent him by the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republick.. 

Whatever Regret he may evperience at seeing the 
Hope of a speedy Conciliation thus destroyed, he 
can return no other Answer to a Refusal so absolute 
to continue the Negotiation on Grounds which ap- 
peared to have been already agreed upon* than by 
, demanding the necessary Passports for himself and 
his Sprite, in Order that they may set off within the 
Four-and-twenty Hours, and return immediately to 
England. 

He requests the Ministers Plenipotentiary of \he 
French Republick to accept the Assurances of his 
high Consideration. \ 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 

Lisle, Saturday, J^th Scptcmhrc, 8 P.M S 
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(No. 47, E.) Note from the French Plenipotentiaries/ to 

Lord Malmestmiy. 

Les soussignfo Ministres P^nipotentiaires de U 
Republique; FraniqaisG charges de traiter de Japais 
ayec TAxigleterre, out TJionijeur d'accuser Ja R&ep- 
tion de la R£ponse de Lord Mdmepbury k U Note 
qu'ik lui ont,adrcss£e aujotffil'htti. 

Us croient devoir Jui observer/ qu'il pe parsJt 
pas en avoir saisi;la veritable Intention; qu'elle ne ' 
contient nixUeraeat un Refiis de continuerlesNego-r 
ciations, mais, aucontraire, un Moyen de les actiyet 
et de lea sttivrc avec un Succes, aijssi desirable pouf 
les Deux Nations qu'il serait Flatteur pour l?s Mijiisn 
tres charges de negpeier.. 

Le Gouvernement Franqais est si £loigne desln-t 
tentions que semble supposer la Note du Lord 
Malmesbury, que les Ministres Pl&iipotenfiaires de 
la Republique Franqaise n'ont recju aucun.Qrdre.de 
quitter le Lieu des Conferences apres le Depart du 
Ministre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majeste Britanriique. i 

Les Ministres Pldnipotentiaires de la Republique 
' Franqaise prient le Lord Malmesbury d'agrder les 
Assurances de leur haute Consideration. 

(SigM) TREILHARD. 
BONNIER. 

Lille, ce 30 Fru6Udor, an 5 de la , 

Repubjique Fran^aisc. 

Par les Ministres Plenipotentiaires, 
le Sec. Gen. de la Legation, ' 

DERCHE. 



(N0.47.E.) Translation. 

The undersigned Ministers Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republick, commissioned td treat of Peacp 
with England, have the Honour to acknowledge thp 
Receipt of Lord Malmesbury's Answer, to the Note 
which they addressed to him this Day. . 

. \ ' m Ft They 
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They think it right to observe to him, thkt'he does 
not appear to have seized the real meaning of their 
Note ; that it by no means contains Refusal to con- 
tinue the Negociations, but, on the contrary, the 
Means for giving them A&ivity, and for following 
them up with a Success^ no less desirable to the Two 
Nations, than it would be flattering to the Ministers 
charged with the GonduA of them. 

The French Government is so far frotn entertain^ 
ing the Intentions which the Note of Lord Malmes- 
bury appears to impute to them, that the Ministers 
Plenipotentiary' of the French Republick have re-, 
ceived no Order to quit Lisle, after the Departure of 
the Minister Plenipotentiary of his Britannick Ma- 
jesty. 

The Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
publick request Lord Malmesbury to accept the As- 
surances of their high Consideration. 

(Signed) TREILHARD, 
BONNIER. 

J3y the Ministers Plenipotentiary, 

the Sec. Gen. of the Legation, f 

DERCHE. 

Lisle, 30 Fru&idor, 5th Year of the French 
Republick. (Sept. 16, 1797.) 

(No. 48. F.) Note from Lord Malmesbpry to the 

French Plenipotentiaries. 

\sU soussignfi Ministre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Ma- 
jest^ Britannique a l'Honneur d'accuser la Reception 
de la Note que les Ministres Plenipotentiaires de la 
Republique Franchise lui ojit trarismise Hier ^u 
goii;, par les Mains du Secretaire General de leur 
Legation. II croit ne pas pouvoir mieux rdpon- 
dre qu'en leur soumettant k son Tour les Observa-r 
tions suivantes. 

Qu'ayant d<5j& fait, par sa Note du 24 Juillet, & 

(Tapres les Ordres expr£s de Sa Cour, mje Reponse 

% ' Ma 
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frla Question- qui Vierit dottiest ihopinfetnent r icn0ui 
vellee, Question qui he portant en Apparency que 
• sur les Limites de sds Plein-pouvoirs (qui sont dei 
plus amplesl eitige en effei la Declarationlde.toiite 
1'Eterfdue de ses ; Instructions :~^et ne pouv&nt £tre 
autorise en auctift Cas^ horrni celai de. la .Rupture 
des Negotiations^ de quitter le Lieu de sa Destina* 
tion sahs kfc Ordres exprds du Roi son Maitre ; ii 
n'a pft regarder une Note portant, d'apres un l Arieti 
du Directoire ExScutif, " qu'il avait a se .retirer 
" dan's les Vingt-quatre Heures vers sa Cour," que 
comriie une Demarche peu propre k acceterer la 
Confection de la Paix. — Cependant, pour repondre 
aux Assurances des Miriistres Plenipotentiaires de la 
Republique Franqaise, et pour, tSmoigner son Desir 
de bien saisir leur veritable Intention, siir. laquelle 
il serait tr&s-f&ch6 de se m6prendre, il croit qu'il 
pqurrait 6tre plus satisfaisarit de se reunir encore 
une Fois ; et dans le Cas od les Ministres Ffcnipb*- 
tentiaires de la Republique Franqaise se trouvassent 
du fneme Avis, le Lord Malmesbury leur proposerait 
que cette Reunion e6t Lieu de tneiljeure Heure que 
de Coutume, afin qu'il se trouve a Terns de prendre 
le Parti que po'urra exiger le Resultat de leur Con- 
ference. 

II prie les Ministres* Plenipotentiaires de la Repu* 
blique Franchise d'agreer les Assurances de sa haute 
Consideration. 

(Signe) MALMESBURY, . 

A Lille, ce Dimahehe, 
17 Septembre 1797. * . 

(No. 48. F.) Translation. " , 

The undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of His 
Britannick Majesty has the Honour to acknowledge 
the Receipt of the Note which* tne Ministers Pleni- 
potentiary of the F.rench Republick transmitted to 
.tijij Yesterday, through tf*e Hands of the Secretary 

'" • Gene*- 
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General of their Legation. He thinks he cannot ' 
answer it better than by submitting to them in his 
Turn the following Observations. .' 

That having already by his Note, dated July 24, 
and in Obedience to the express Orders of his Court, 
given an Answer to the Question which is now sq 
unexpectedly renewed, a Question, that in Appear- 
ance relates solely to the Limits of his full Powers, 
(which are in the most ample Form), but which 
does in Fact require a Declaration of the whole 
Extent of his. Instructions ; and not being autho*- " 
rised to quit the Place of his Destination without 
the express Orders of the Kipg his Master, in any 
Case except that of the Rupture of the Negocia- 
tion ; he could not help considering a Note enjoin- 
ing him, in consequence of a Decree of the Execu- 
tive Director to return -to his Court in the Space 
©f Four-and-Twenty Hours, as ill calculated to ac- . 
celerite the Conclusion of Peace : Nevertheless, to 
apswer the Assurances of the Ministers Plenipoten- 
tiary of the French Republick, and to testify his 
Desire to seize their real Meaning, with respect to 
which he should be very sorry to deceive himself, 
he thinks that it would be more satisfactory to meet 
once more; and if the Ministers Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republic^ should be of the same Opi- 
nion, Lord Malmcsbury tfould propose that this 
Meeting should take place at an earlier Hour than 
usual, in order that Jhe may have Time to take such 
Steps as the Result of .their Conference may render 
necessary. He desires the Ministers Plenipotentiary 
of the French Republick to accept the Assurances 
pjf his high Consideration. 

(Signed) MALMCSBURY. 
Lisle, Sunday, ' ' 

8cpt. 17, 17<%. 

a** 



(No. 49. 6.) Note from the French Plenipotentiaries t* 

' • LoYd Malmesbury. 

-Les squssign£s Ministres Pl£nipotentiai{es deU 
Rcpublique Krancjaise, charges de traiter dc la Eaix 
avec.TAngleterre^ont FHonneur d'accuser la Recep- 
tion de la Note que le Ministre Pl^nipotentraireu dc 
Sa Majeste Britannique leur a trans mise ce Matin. 
En se referant aux Notes adress^es a Lord Malmes- 
bury les 29 et 30 Fructidor, et notamment k la pre- 
miere du Jourd'Hier, ils acceptent la Reunion que 
le Lord Malmesbury paralt desirer, et lui proposent 
THeure de Midi. 

lis prient le Ministre Pl£nipotentiaire de Sa MaK 
jeste Britannique d'agreer les Assurances de leur 
haute Consideration. 

(Sign*) TREILHARD. 

BONNIER. 

^ Lille, le 1 Jour complemen- 

taire de TAn 5 de la Repu- . 

blique Franchise. , 

Par les Ministres Plenipotentiaires, 
le Sec. Gen. de la Legation. 

DERCHE. 



(No. 49. G.) Translation. 

The undersigned Ministers Plenipotentiary of. 
the French Republick, commissioned to treat of 
Peace with England, haye the Honour to acknow- 
ledge the Receipt of the Note which the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of His Britannick Majesty has trans- 
mitted to them this Morning, Referring to the 
Notes addressed to Lord Malmesbury on the 29th and. 
30th Fructidor, and especially to the First of Yes- 
terday, they agree to the Meeting which Lord 

Malmes-'^ 



( m ) 

Malmesbury appears to desire, and propose the Hour 
of Noon. 

They Request Lord Malmesbury tojaccept the 
Assurances of their high Consideration. 

(Signed) TREILHARD, 

BONNIER. 

Lisle, 1st Complementary Day, 
5th Year of the French Re- . 

, publick. (17 Sept. 17970 

By the Ministers Plenipotentiary, 
the Sec. Gen. of the Legation. . 
, DERCHE. 

(Nd. 50.) ' Dispatch from Lord Grenville to 

Lord Malmesbury, dated Down- 
ing-Street, Sept. 22, 1797. 
My Lord, ,..••.. 

I have had the Honour of laying before His Mi- 
jesty your .Lordship's Dispatches* in which you have 
given an Account of the extraordinary Conduct of 
the new Plenipotentiaries of the French Republick, 
of the Answers given by your Lordship to their un - 
justifiable Demand, and of your consequent Depar- 
ture from Lisle. ., - , , ' 

I. have* the Satisfaction to be able to assure your 
Lordship that His Maj^ty has been pleased to ex- 
press His entire Approbation of your Lordship's 
judicious and temperate Conduct in the unprece- 
dented Situation in which you were placed, and of 
the Manner in which you expressed yourself; both 
"in your official Notes, and in your Conversatiohs 
with the French Plenipotentiaries, as well as of that 
in which you hav$ conducted yourself during the 
whole Course of the Negotiation, which seems toa 
likely to be now brought to its Close. 

As it appears, however, that some further Answer 
will probably be expected by the French , Govern- 
ment to their late extraordinary Demand, notwith- 

' standing 
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Striding the fail and concliisivfe Reply givfen in yotir 
Lordship's Notes, I have received the King's Cpm- 
ftiands to £a,nsniit to you the inclosed Draft of a 
Note, which it is His Majesty's Pleasure that youi* 
iLordship shouid transmit to the Plenipotentiaries at^ 
Lisle, by a Messenger whom I shall direct tb be 
in readiness for that Purpose?* » 

(Signed) 'GRENVILLE, 
Kight Honourable 
Lord Malmesbury4 

(No. 31 .) Note froth Lord Malmesbury to the French. 

Plenipotentiaries. 

Le Soussigne a rendu k sa Gour uri Compte fiddle 
tics Circonstances qui oht interrorapu l'Exefcice des 
Fon#ions iippoftantesqu'ilavait plu auRolsonMattre 
de lui confier. Sa IVJajeste a daign£ hondrer de son 
Approbation entire les Reponses que le Soussigfte a 
deji faites k la Demaflde extraordinaire €t iriattendtte 
que les nouveaux Plenipotentiaires de la Rgpublique 
Ffanqaise lui ont adressee d$s leur Arrivee k Lille* 

Mais pour ne laisser aucun Doute sur la Nature et 
TObjet de cette Demande, le Soussigne a requ l'Ordrg 
expres de ddclar^t au Nom de Sa Coiir ; 

1. Que les Plein-pouvoirsqueSaMajesteajugei 
prdpos de lui accotfder pour traiter et conclure la Paix 
sont concjus etrediges dans la Forme la plus ample, au- 
torisant le Soussigne pleinementet sans reserve a signer 
tout Traits de quelle Nature et sous quelles Condi-* 
tions que c$ fut> dont il pourrait convenir avec les 
Plenipotentiaires Ffancjaisj en se conformant toujdurs 
aux Instructions qu*il aurait reques de la part de S* 
Co\ir. 

2. Que ces Pleih-poutoirs ont ete re<jus et recon-» 
lius pour sViffeans, tjant par les Plenipotentiaires ave<* 
lesquels il a traite jusqu'ici,* que par le Dire<ftoire 

Q lui* 
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tui-meme ; et qu'il ne peut en consequence y avoiff 

« Lieg & aucune nouyelle Discussion sur cet Objst deja 
termine par un commun Accord, et qui d'ailleurs n'est 
susceptible d'aucune f)ifficuit6 ou Doute quelcorique; 
ttopt,ce qui a ete fait a cet egard etant entieretnent 
con forme aux Usages 6tablis depuis long-tenis, et 
reconnus par toutes les Nations de l'Europe. 

3* Que la derrifcnde du Dire&oire se rapporte done 
reellement, non pas aux Plein-pouvorrs du Soussign£ 
ihaisiU'Etendue deses Instructions, dont le Dife&oiffe 
ne pouvait, en aucua Gas, Jui demander la Commu^ 
nication qu'en autant que le Soussignd pourrait la 
juger utile au SuccSs de la N6go>ciation ; et que bien 
loin d'etre dans le - Cas de donner des nouvelles 

.Explicationsquelc6nqties,le Soussigneavaittout Lieu 
de crpire» . d'apr&s les Communications rditerees qui 
Jui ont £te faites par les Plenipotentiaires Francjais, 
qu'il recevrait incessammentuh Contre-Prpjet, de Na- 
ture k faciKter la Marche ulterieure de la Negociation 
suspendue dspuis plus; de Deux Mois. 
w -.,4. Que la Copr de Londres a du 6tre bien plus 
£tgnnee encore du Contenu de la nouvelle Demande 
&ite au Soussigne ; cette Demande portant sur des 
Conditions Preliminai res qui avaientdeji et6 rejstt£es 
des le Commencement de la Negociation, -et don$ 
les Plenipotentiaires Franqais s'6taient en Effet dS- 

• partisy per 1'Apnpnce formelle des Mesures dont Icr 
Diretfoire' roccupait pour s'arranger en consequence 
•avec ses Allies. 

- 5: Que ce n'est done qu'en consentant & traiter 
sur la Base du J?rojet d&gille 'avee .taftt de Franchise, 
que le Soussigne a remis d&s les Premiers Jours de 
son Sejour & Lille, ou bien en lui faisant passer un 
Cdntre-Projet*d'une Nature conciliatoire, conforme T 
ment au£ Assurances qu'il en^a reques* depuis si 
long Terns, qu'il parait possible de continuer la N6* 
gociation, dont les Pl&ripotentiares l'orit si fortement 

**s$ure que le Directoire x ne deslrait pas la Rupture, 

malgre 
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malgr&k Demarche adpptee k son egvd, D-marche 
que le Soussign6 s'abstient de qualifier, maisgui tfa 
pu manquer de produire ici l'lmpression des Dispo* 
siiions les moins p^cifiques de la Part du Direc- 
fpire. 

Le Soussignfi est chargS cl'ajouter, que Sa Ma- 
jesty verrait avec un vrai Jlegret la Certitude de ces 
Dispositions, si peu compatibles avec le Desir, ardent 
jqui l'aninje, de pouvoir rendre la Paix aux Deiix 
Rations ; mais que si sans y ivoir contfibu6, de jSa 
Part, Sa Majeste doit encore se trouver dans la Ne- 
icessite de continuer la Guerre, clle se conduira.dani 
toutes les Occasions d'apres les meiiies Priricipes, 
en faisant tout ce qui peut dependre d'EHe pour te 
Retablissement de la Paix, mais en persistant tou- 
^ours k defends, avec une Fermete inebranlable, la 
JDignite de Sa Couronne et les Interets de.$on Peii- 
pie. - ^ . . * 

Le Ministre Plenipotentjaire de Majesty Britan- 
nique prie les Ministres Plenipotentiaries de la R£- 
.publique Franchise d'agreer 1' Assurance de sa haute 
Consideration, 

(Sign6) MALM£SBURY. 

A Londres, 
,, ce 22 Septembie 179/, ' - 

. (No. 51.) . Translation, 

The Undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of flU 
Britannick Majesty has rendered to his Court a faith- 
ful Account of the Circumstanced that have inter- 
rupted the Exercise of those important T?un&ioh$ 
which His Majesty has been pleased to- entrust to 
him. His Majesty has deigned- to honour with his' 
entire Approbation the Answers which the Under* 
', signed has. already made to the extraordinary and un- 
expected Demands which the new Plenipotentiaries . 
of the French Repubfick addressed to him immedi- 
ately upon their Arrival at Lisle, 

Qa But 
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But iri order to leave no Doubt respecting tha 
Nature and Obje<a of this Demand, the Undersigned 1 
has been expressly ordered to declare, in the Nam* 
pf his Cou/t : ... 

1. That the full Powers with which His Majesty had 
thought proper to furnish him for negotiating and 
Concluding a Treaty of Peace, are conceived and 
expressed in the most ample Form, authorizing th€ 
Undersigned ftilly, and without Reserve, to sign any 
Treaty upon which he might agree with the Frenck 
Plenipotentiaries whatever its Nature or Conditions 
might be ; conforming himself in all Cases to the In- 
structions which he might receive frorp his Court. 

2. That these full Powers have been received and 
recognized as sufficient, as well by the Plenipotenti- 
aries with whom he has hitherto treated, as by the- 
Dire&oly themselves, and that there is consequently 
po Room for any new Discussion upon a Subje6fc 
which h^s already been closed by, common Agree- 
ment, and which moreover is not liable to. any Itaubt 
or Difficulty whatever ; every Thing which, has beep, 
dqnp hitherto upon this Subject, being entirely con- 
formable to Customs long established a$d recognized d 
by all the Nations of Europe. 

3. That the Demand of the Dire&ory therefore, 
in Reality, refers hot- tp the full Powers of the Un- 
dersigned, but jto the Extent of hislnstru&ions, of 
which the Dire&ory could not, under any Circutiv- 
stances, require any Communication, further th<m 
as the Undersigned himself flight judge such a Com- 
jnunic^tiop conducive to thp success, of tjie Nego r 
tiation ; and that yery fat from being in a Situation 
to be called Upon for $ny new Explanations whatever, 
the Undersigned had every Reason to expedt, frorh 
the repeated Communications which had beep mad'§ 
to him by 'the '"French Plenipotentiaries, that he 
should immediately receive a Contrc-Prpjet, of \ 
JStyture to facilitate the farter Progress of the Ne>- 
v """ ." " ~ « goti|a^ 
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gotlatioh which had been suspended for more than 
Two Months. : 

* 4. That the Court of Lpndpn had good Reason 
to, be still more astonished at the Substance of the 
new Demand made to the Undersigned ; a Demand 
relating to Preliminary Conditions which had already 
been rejedted at the very Commencement of the 
Negotiation, and from which the French' Plenipo- 
tentiaries had in Effe& departed, ' by a formal Noti-* 
fication of the Measures which the Dire&ory were 
in consequence taking for the Purpose of coming to 
some Arrangement with their Allies. 

5. That it is therefore only by consenting to 
treat upon the Basis of the ProjedV, detailed with so 
much Openness, which was presented by theUnder^ 
signed a few. Pays after his Arrival at Lisle, or 
by returning a Contre-Projet of a conciliatory Nature, 
agreeably to the/Assurances which he received so 
Jong ago, that it appears possible to continue the 
Negotiation, which the- Plenipotentiaries have so • 
strongly assured him that the Directory did not wish 
to break off, nothwithstanding the Measures lately 
adopted with respedt to him : A Measure which thp 
Undersigned forbears to chara<5lerize, but which 
could riot fait to produce in this Country the Im** 
pression of a Disposition by no Means pacifick on 
the Part of the J)ire<ftory. 

, The Undersigned is difedted to add, that His 
Majesty would see with real Regret the Certainty o£ 
the Existence of such a Disposition, so little com- 
patible $vith the ardent Pesijre with which he ia 
animated to restore Peace to th$ Two Nations ; but 
that if, without having Himself contributed to it on 
His' Part, He should £gain find Himself under the 
Necessity of continuing the War> He will cond\i<$l 
Himself upon £yery Occasion agreeably to the same 
Principles, doing every thing which, can depend 
pppn Jiin? for the Re-?sfciblishment of Peace, bu? 

f?rsistuig 
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e insisting to defend, with an unshaken Firmnpss,the 
ignity of His Grown, and the Interests of His 
JPeople. 

The Minister plenipotentiary of His Britannic k 
Majesty requests the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the 
French R$publick to accept the Assurance of his 
ftigh Consideration,, 

(Signed) MALMESBURY, 

London/ 
[ the 22d oi September 1797. 

(No. 52.) Note from the Trench Plenipotentiaries to Lor4 

'Malmesbury. 

Les Ministres Pl£nipotentiaires de la Reppblique 
3?ranqaise, charges de traiter dela Paix avec 1' Angle- 
tence, ont requ 4a Note, datge, de Londres, qui leur 
fi 6t€ apportee par un Courier extraordinaire, de la 
Part de Lord Malmesbury. lis ont l'Htnneur de lui 
rdpondre, que leur Note du 29 Fm&idor, a laquelle 
ils Se referent, presentait la double Assurance de 
^'Intention formelle. du Gouvernement Franqais de 
continuer les Negotiations de la Paix, & de sa Deter- 
mination constante de n'acc^der qu'£ des Convert-* 
, tions compatibles avec 1* Digriite de la Republique 
Franqaise. . 

Une Paix, dont la Base serait tontraire aux Loix, 
pu aux Engagemens pris avec les Allies, ne saurait 
remplir l'Espoir de la Nation. Cest un Point dont 
le Directoire Executif ne s'est jamais departi, & sur 
Jequel ses Sentirnens n'ont jamais varie^ 

Le Lord Malmesbury ayant formellement declare 
^Jans ses Notes dps 15 & 24 Juillet, & en dernier Lfeu 
tlu 17 Septembre, qu'il n'avait pas les Pouvoirs ne- 
^essaires pour restituer lesrPossessions Hollandaises 
& Espagnoles, occupees par lesTroypesde Sa Ma- 
jeste Britannique, le Directoire Executif. a donnd 
une nouvelle Preuve de sa loyale Franchise &.de 
son D^sir d*acc61erer H Conclusion, en invitant le 

Lord 
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Lord Malruesbtfry & se retirer vers sa Cour,pouf ob- 
tenir des Automations, sans lesquelles il ne pfeut pas 
coAtlure ; Demarche necessite par les Declarations 
du Ministre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majest6 Britan^ 
' nique, & sur laquelle il est impossible de faire pren* 
dre le Change k tout Esprit juste. 

LeS Ministres Pl£nipotentiaires de la RSpribliqud 
Ffancjaise prient le Ix>rd Malmesbury d agreer ks 
Assurances de leur haute Consideration. 



Lille, le 4 Vendemiarre, 

An $ de la Republiqaa, 

(Sept. 25, 1Z97.) 



(Sigh6) TREILHARD. 
BONNIER. 



Par les Ministres PlSnipotdntSairtsi 
le Sec. Gen. de la Legation, 

" ' D£rch& 



'(No. 52.) Translation. 

The Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public^ commissioned to treat of Peace with Eng- 
land, have received the Note, dated from London, 
which has been brought to them by an extraordinary 
Messenger, from Lord Malmesbury. They hav# 
the Honour to answer to him^ that their Note of the 
2§th Fructiclpr, to which they refer, * offered the . 
double Assurance of the settled Intention of the 
French Government to continue the Negotiation^ 
for Peace, and of its constant Determination not tor 
agree to any other Conditions than such as are com- 
patible with the Dignity of the French Republick. 

A Peace, of which the Basis should be contrary t& 
the Laws, or to the Engagements taken with its Al* 
lies, would never satisfy the Hopes of the Nation; 
It is a Point from, which the Executive Directory ha* 
never departed' and upon which its Sentiment* htfv* 
neves varied. 

& Ler<4 
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' Lord Malmesbury hiving formally declared in hit 
Notes of the ] 5th and !24tli of July, and in the last 
Instance in that of the 17th September, 'that he had 
not the towers necessary for restoring the Dutch and 
Spanish Possessions, occupied by the Troops of His 
Britannick Majesty, the Executive Directory his 
given a new Proof of its Openness, and of its Desire 
to accelerate the Conclusion of Peace, in requiring 
Lord Malmesbury to return to his Court, for the 
Purpose of obtaining the, Authority, without which 
hecannot conclude ; a Measure rendered necessary 
by the Declaration of the Minister Plenipotentiary 
or His Britannick Majesty, and upon which it is 
impossible to give a wroiig Impression to any thinking 
and impartial Mind. 

The Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
publick request Lord Malmesbury to accept the As- 
surance of their high Consideration. 

(Signed) TREILHABp, 
BONNIER. 

• Lisle, 4th VcndSrniaire, 

5th Year of the Republick, 

(Sept. 25, 1797.) 

DfeftCHi:. 

(No. 53.) Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord 

Malmesbury. 

Les Ministres Plenipotentiaries de la Kepublique 
Franqaise, charges de traiter de la Paix avec FAn- 
gleterre, ont THonneur de fyiic sqavoir au Lord 
Malmesbury, qu'aiarit adresse Copie de s3 der/ntere 
Note k son Gouvernement, le Dite&oire Executif 
leur a prescrit de declarer en son Nom, qu'il n'a pas 
cesse de vouloir la Paix; qu'il a doilne tule Pre.uve 
non Equivoque du Sentiment qui l'anittie, lorsqu'il a 
ordonnS aux Ministres P16nipotentiaire$ de la Repu- 
blique de reclamer une. Explication cathegoriquesur 
les Pouvoirs donnes par le GouVerne'ment Anglais 3 
sonMinistre Plenipotentiaire ; quecetteDemande n'a-^ 
yait, et ne pouvait avoir, d'autre Objet, que d'amener 
. s enfift 
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ertfin la Negotiation a une issue prompts et heti* 
freuse. , r ' .'» 

' Qb*k r TOrdrfc donae aux Ministres Pl£nipoUen-« 
tiaires de la Republiqw de fester '& Lille apr& le De- 
part <Ju Lord Malmesbury,aest une nduvelle Freuyd 
,qiae kDire&oire a^aitd^sire et pr^vu son RetQBtf 
avec dies Pouvoirs Sjui ae seraient pas Illusoires,_et 
darrt la Limitation oe asrait plus u» Pretexts pou* 
fefcardea: la Conclusion ;de la Paix; 
. Que teiles borI toujours les Intentions et les Esp& 
fancss du Dire&oire Executif, qui enjoint aux Mit 
Bistres Pl^nipotentiaires de v la Republkpje <fe fie 
quitter Lille, qu'au Moment oil Y Absence prolojrig€$ 
du N^gociatcur ne laissefa.plus de Doute sur, ¥kkt 
tention de.Sa Majeste firitanniqUe de xomgffg ftopt^ 
Negotiation. : 

Qai'eh consequence le vingt-cinq Vendemiaire Cbu- 
sznt.i ip Odiobre vieux style) est le Terme .6x6 pow 
le R&^pel defc Minwe» Pienipotcotiairts de la RepUr 
blique Fi!aaqai$e, dans le Cas oi* a cette Epoqm }& 
Ministire Plenipotcntiaite de Sa Majeste Bfkan&iqti£ 
jje aecak pas rendu k Lille. '.:-;. .'; 

Le Dire&oire Executif eprouvera un vif Regset 
qu'tin Rapprochement 66jk entam6 deuxfoisn'aifc pu 
Stre* consomme ; mais sa Conscience et 1'Europe tit* 
tidre tei flendroht oe -Tcaxoignage, que le Gouvcme* 
meat Anglais seul aura fait peser le Flcau de 1^ 
Guertfe aur les Deux Nations. 

Les Ministres Plenipotentiaires de la R6publiqU£ 
Fran<$aise prient le Ministre Plenipotentiaire de Sa 
Myefite Britannique ^agr^er les Assurances de lew 
haute Consideration. * . 

(Signe) TREILHARD, 
BONNIER. 



Lille, ce 10 Vendcmlaire, 
Ai? G, 4c, la Republi^ue 
. Franca ise. 



Le S€tTi de h Legation, 

DbhchjL 

R , {N*. 
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(No. 53.) Translation. 

• The Ministers Plenipotentiary of the' French 
Republick, charged to treat for Peace with England, 

•have ihe Honour to infttm Lord Malmesbury, that 
having sent a Copy of his last Note to theiy Govern- 
ment, the Executive Dire&ory has directed them to 
declare in its Name, That it has never ceased to' wish 
for Peace ; That it gave an unequivocal Proof of the 
Sentiment which animates it, when it ordered the 
Ministers Plenipotentiary of the Republick to require 
a categorical Explanation as to the Powers given by 
the English Government to its Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary ; That this Demand had, and could have, no ' 
other Object but to bring the Negotiation to a speedy 
and successful Issue 

That the Order givfen to the Plenipotentiaries of 
the" Republick to remain at Lisle after the Departure 
t>f Lord Malmesbury, is another Proof that the Di- 
rectory had desired and foreseen his Return with 
Powers that should not be illusory, and the Limita*- 
tiori of which should no longer be a Pretext for de- 
caying the Conclusion of Peace : 

• • • ' That such are still the Hopes and Intentions of the 
-Executive Directory, which enjoins th£ Ministers 
-Plenipotentiary of the Republick not to quit Lisle 
till the Continued Absence of the Negotiator: should 
no longer leave any Doubt of the -Intention of His 
cBfitahnick Majesty to break off ail Negotiation; 

j That consequently the 25th Vendemiaire (l6th of 
:OAobre Old Style) is the Period fixed for the Recall 

of the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Re-* 
•publicki supposing that, at that Time, the Minister 

Plenipotentiary of His Britannick Majesty shall not 

have arrived at Lisle, r • . - 

The Executive Directory will feel the greatest Re- 

jgjret that a Reconciliation, already- twice attempted, 

$J*ould not be perfe died j but its Conscience, ind 
3 the 
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fhe ^hoteof Europe, wiil bear it Testimony, that it 
is the English Gbverntaerit alorte that wll have ifc- 
fli&ed the Scourge of War up6n the Two Nations. 

The Ministers Plenipotentiary : of the French Re- 
jmblick entreat the Minister Plenipotentiary of His 
Britannick Majesty to accept the Assurances .of their 
high Consideration. 

(Signed) TREILHARD. 
BONNIER. 

Lisle, 10th Vendemiaire, 
45thTYear of the French Republic^ 

<Oaoberl, 1797-) " "• ,^ 

* .The Sec, of the 'Legation* 
Djbrchb. 

(No. 54r) * Note from Lord Malmesbory to the French 
r • .- Plenipotentiaries. . . - 

Lb Soussign€ ayant remis au Miiiist&re du Rbi la 
Notcdes Plcnipotentiaires de la Republiqule Fran- 
x^aise* * lordite de leur observer, > ' 

Qtae cen'estqa'en consequence de rinjon<9tiofl for- 
tttfclte et positive du Dire&oire, qu'il a quitt6 Lille : 
que sesPouvaits n'&aient ni iUuspires ni liriiit£*,et 
<jit$ rie» n'a 6t& omisde sa Part pour acoSldrer la Ne- 
gociauonf qui n'a 6t€ retardee que par lea D61ais da 
Dire&oire, et: qui rtfest aujourd'hui suspendue que 
parson A&e. - 

Pour ce quitregartfe la Reprise des Conferences le 
<Soussign£ tie peut que se r^ferer a sa demtere Note, 
oil il a .d&ignl avec Franchise et Precision les 1 seuls 
"Moyeris qut restent pouf continuer la N£gociation : 
observant, en meme Terns, que le Roi he pourrait 
plus traiter ^n'Pais Ennerhi s^ns avoir la Certitude de 
voir respe&er pour Faverrir daas la Personne de son 
Plenipotentialreles Usages Itablis parmi toutes fes 
Nations civilisees, a 1'egird deaf Ministres Publics, 
et principalement de ceux charges de travailler au 
Peublissement de la Paijc, 

U 
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LcMiaistre J^nipotemiairq dc Sa M*jwf£ Err-* 
taankjue prie ies Ministres R<&ip«ejuiaires <k I* 
Republique Franqaise cFagreer ks Assurance de s<* 
haute Consideration, 

(Sign*) MALMESBUEY* 

i Londres, ce 5 Q&obre 1797. 
. (No. 54.) Translation. ' / 

The Undersigned having laid before the King's 
Ministry the Note of the Plenipotentiaries of the 
French Rejx^blick, is directed to observe, to theti^ .% 

That it is only in consequenqe of the forajtal and 
pmtorc Injunction of tfie Directory that he quitted 
Lwle 5 .T!hat his Powers were neither illusory nor 
limited ; And that nothing was omitted on his Part 
<to accelerate the Negotiation, which has been only 
retarded' by the Dekys of the J-Xrectory, and which 
*& this Moment i* oaly suspended by its A^fc .: T 

With regard $0 the Renewal of the Co»fere»ee& 
the Undersigned c$n only refer to Jiis dasfc JSate* 
where he has expfoi^ed with,F«ari^09^ehdPTO3dion: 
the .^niy 3VJoao« which remain for GMtinmrig iht 
Negotiation; observing at the: same Tim^ ihat 
ih£ :King co^ld no longer treat .-far an Entinyfi 
iCouatry* witfaopt. being cejtairt that th? Custaras 
established amongst att ch&if^Rfaionsj, with tegard 
to Pablick Ministers, and especially to those charged 
tp negotiate fof the Re-eitaWishmcbfc of Petce, 
would be respected. for the future. :ia the Person of 
His Plenipotentiary 

. The Minister Plehipojtcntiary of His Britatmick 
^Majesty requests the Ministers Henipotentiary.rf the 
JPrehch RepubUck to accept rthe Assurance of his 
.high Consideration. 

(Signed) J .MALMESBURT- 

London^ ^thOaober, i?^r. : ^ 



